
The Orange County Board of Supervisors will open a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or soon 
thereafter, on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, to receive comments on the following: 

ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE SURETY BOND FOR IMPOUNDED ANIMALS 
The Board of Supervisors will consider the adoption of an ordinance to require the posting of a 
surety bond for impounded animals. Pursuant to Section 3.2-6569(F) of the Code of Virginia, the 
Board may require the owner of an animal held for more than thirty days to post a surety bond 
for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time established by ordinance, 
but not to exceed nine months. 

All interested persons are invited to remotely view the hearing and/or to submit written 
comments. Written comments may be submitted by mail to Attn: Alyson Simpson, P. O. Box 
111, Orange, Virginia 22960 or by email to asimpson@orangecountyva.gov and must be 
received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2020, as the Board intends to review public comment 
and consider taking action on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. Related documents may be requested 
during regular business hours of the County Administrator’s Office. Materials may also be 
viewed on the County website at orangecountyva.gov. For further information, please contact 
the County Administrator’s Office at (540) 672-3313. 

Theodore L. Voorhees 
County Administrator 
Clerk to the Board of Supervisors 

mailto:asimpson@orangecountyva.gov
orangecountyva.gov




ORANGE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 


 


 
 


MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Orange County Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM: Alyson A. Simpson, Chief Deputy Clerk 
 
THROUGH: Theodore L. Voorhees, County Administrator 
 
DATE:  May 19, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Public Hearing #1; Ordinance to Require a Surety Bond for Impounded 


Animals 
 
The Board previously authorized staff to advertise for and schedule a public hearing to consider 
an ordinance that would require the posting of a surety bond for impounded animals. The public 
hearing was advertised to be opened on Tuesday, May 26, 2020. 
 
Attached, please find a reprint of the memo from Eric Lansing, Assistant County Attorney, as well 
as the draft ordinance for future consideration. 
 
Because the May 26, 2020, meeting is being held electronically, it would be appropriate for the 
Board to open the public hearing and allow public comment to be submitted via mail or email until  
5:00 p.m. on June 8, 2020, so the ordinance can be considered on June 9, 2020. 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
To open the public hearing on the proposed ordinance for surety bonds for impounded 
animals, with the understanding that any public input would be presented and the 
ordinance would be considered at the Regular Meeting on June 9, 2020. 
 
 
Attachments as noted. 
 
 
 
cc: Thomas Lacheney, County Attorney 


MAILING ADDRESS: 
P. O. BOX 111 


ORANGE, VA  22960 
 


PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
112 WEST MAIN STREET 


ORANGE, VA  22960 
 
 
 
R. LINDSAY GORDON III BUILDING 
112 WEST MAIN STREET       
P O BOX 111 
ORANGE, VIRGINIA 22960 
 


 


THEODORE L. VOORHEES 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
tvoorhees@orangecountyva.gov 
PHONE:  (540) 672-3313 
FAX:        (540) 672-1679 
orangecountyva.gov 
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ORANGE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 


 


 
 
 
 


DRAFT ORDINANCE OF APPROVAL / DENIAL 
 


MOTION: _____ May 26, 2020 
  Regular Meeting 
SECOND: _____ Ord. No. 200526 – PH1 
 
 


RE: DRAFT ORDINANCE APPROVING / DENYING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE I 
(IN GENERAL), SECTION 6 (ANIMALS), OF THE ORANGE COUNTY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING THE REQUIREMENT OF SURETY BONDS 
FOR IMPOUNDED ANIMALS 


 
WHEREAS, the Board previously initiated action on amendments to Article I (In 


General), Section 6 (Animals), of the Orange County Code of Ordinances concerning the 
requirement of surety bonds for impounded animals; and 
 


WHEREAS, staff prepared recommended language for the text amendments, which was 
presented to the Board of Supervisors for consideration; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors conducted a duly-advertised Public Hearing on 


May 26, 2020, to receive public comment; and 
 


WHEREAS, following discussion at the Public Hearing, the Board of Supervisors hereby 
supports / does not support the proposed text amendments, as presented / modified during its 
meeting; and 
 


WHEREAS, public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and/or good practice also 
support / do not support approval of the proposed text amendments; 
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, on this 26th day of May, 2020, that the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors hereby approves / denies the proposed amendments to Article I 
(In General), Section 6 (Animals), of the Orange County Code of Ordinances concerning the 
requirement of surety bonds for impounded animals, as presented / modified and attached. 
 
Votes: 
Johnson:  
White:  
Goodwin:  
Crozier:  
Frame:  


MAILING ADDRESS: 
P. O. BOX 111 


ORANGE, VA  22960 
 
 


PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
R. LINDSAY GORDON III BUILDING 


112 WEST MAIN STREET       
ORANGE, VIRGINIA 22960 


 
orangecountyva.gov 


R. MARK JOHNSON, DISTRICT ONE 
JAMES K. WHITE, DISTRICT TWO 
S. TEEL GOODWIN, DISTRICT THREE 
JAMES P. CROZIER, DISTRICT FOUR 
LEE H. FRAME, DISTRICT FIVE 
 
THEODORE L. VOORHEES 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
PHONE:  (540) 672-3313 
FAX:        (540) 672-1679 
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Attachment:  Adopted Amendments to the Orange County Code of Ordinances 
 
 
For Information: Thomas E. Lacheney, County Attorney 
   Mark Amos, Sheriff 
   Mike LaCasse, Major 
 
 
 
CERTIFIED COPY______________________________________________ 


Clerk to the Board of Supervisors 
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DRAFT Amendments to the Orange County Code of Ordinances 
 


As adopted in Ord. No. 200526 – PH1 
by the Orange County Board of Supervisors 


on May 26, 2020 
 
 
Chapter 6 - Animals 
 
Article I - In General 
 
Sec. 6-5 - Surety Bond for the Cost of Boarding Seized or Impounded Animals. 
 


(a) The owner of any animal held pursuant to Subsection F of §3.2-6569 of the Code of 
Virginia for more than 30 days shall post a bond in surety with the County for the amount 
of the cost of boarding the animal for 9 months of impoundment, namely: (1) for 
companion animals, $1,400 per animal; (2) for horses and cows, $5,400 per animal; and 
(3) for all other animals, $1,000 per animal. 
 


(b) All fees and medical expenses accrued shall be paid to the County Treasurer’s Office 
prior to release of the animal to the owner. 
 


(c) The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation. 







 MAILING ADDRESS: 
 PO BOX 111 
 ORANGE, VA  22960 
  
 PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
 112 WEST MAIN ST. 
 ORANGE, VA  22960 
 
 


     
          


    
   


 


 
 


THOMAS E. LACHENEY 
Deal & Lacheney P.C. 
County Attorney 
 
TLACHENEY@ORANGECOUNTYVA.US 
Phone:  (888) 456-1547 
FAX    :   (877) 457-1231 
Fax:        (801) 679-4442 


 
 


ORANGE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY 


 


 
 


       
  


MEMORANDUM 
 


TO: Orange County Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  Eric M. Lansing, Assistant County Attorney 
 
THROUGH: Thomas E. Lacheney, County Attorney 
 
DATE:  April 15, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Draft Ordinance Requiring a Surety Bond for Impounded Animals 
 
 
Virginia Code § 3.2-6569 provides for the impoundment of “any animal that has been abandoned, 
has been cruelly treated, or is suffering from an apparent violation of [certain laws] that has 
rendered the animal in such a condition as to constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, 
safety or health.”  The Code of Virginia leaves it up to local governments to determine who will 
pay for the impoundment.  Orange County does not have an ordinance determining who pays 
for the impoundment of an animal.  
 
Our office received a request from Maj. Michael R. LaCasse, Chief Deputy Sheriff, to draft an 
ordinance providing that, when an animal is impounded, the animal’s owner must post a surety 
bond covering the expenses of the impoundment.  Maj. LaCasse explained that the Sheriff’s 
Office had a case coming up where an animal had to be impounded, and because Orange County 
did not have such an ordinance, the Commonwealth’s Attorney had to seek approval from the 
court to impose a bond.  Virginia Code § 3.2-6569(F) authorizes a local governing body to adopt 
an ordinance “require[ing] the owner of any animal held . . . for more than 30 days to post a bond 
in surety with the locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set 
by ordinance, not to exceed nine months.” 
 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Consider authorizing the ordinance to be advertised for a public hearing.  
 
 
cc: Thomas E. Lacheney, County Attorney 
 Major Michael R. LaCasse, Chief Deputy Sheriff 
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ORDINANCE 
 
AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING AN OWNER OF AN ANIMAL HELD FOR MORE 
THAN 30 DAYS PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE § 3.2-6569(F) TO POST A SURETY 
BOND FOR THE AMOUNT OF THE COST OF BOARDING THE AMIMAL FOR UP 
TO NINE MONTHS, BY CREATING SECTION 6-5 WITHIN CHAPTER 06 OF THE 
CODE OF ORANGE COUNTY. 
 
 WHEREAS Sections 15.2-1427 and 15.2-1433 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as may be 
amended from time to time, enable a local governing body to adopt, amend, and codify 
ordinances or portions thereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS it is sometimes necessary for the County to provide for an animal that has been 
abandoned or cruelly treated, or that is facing a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety, or 
health; and 
 
 WHEREAS this provision comes at significant expense to the taxpayers that ought to be 
born by the owner who failed to provide such care; and 
 
 WHEREAS Section 3.2-6569(F) of the Code of Virginia provides that a “humane 
investigator, law enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall provide for [a seized or 
impounded] animal until the court has concluded [a] hearing”; and that a “locality may require 
the owner of any animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than 30 days to post a bond in 
surety for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set by ordinance, not 
to exceed nine months”; and 
 
 WHEREAS the absence of such an ordinance requires an order from the Court for the 
owner to post a bond; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the full text of this amendment was available for public inspection in the 
Orange County Administrator’s Office at 112 W. Main St., Orange, VA 22960; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on ________________________, a public hearing was held on this matter, and 
all of those wishing to speak on this topic were heard; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE 
COUNTY OF ORANGE, that Section 6-5 is hereby created within Chapter 06 of the Code of 
Orange County, as follows: 


 
Sec. 6-5 Surety Bond for the Cost of Boarding Seized or Impounded Animals 


(a) The owner of any animal held pursuant to subsection F of § 3.2-6569 of the Code of Virginia 
for more than 30 days shall post a bond in surety with the County for the amount of the cost of 
boarding the animal for nine months of impoundment, namely: (1) for companion animals, 
$1,400 per animal; (2) for horses and cows, $5,400 per animal; (3) for all other animals, $1,000 
per animal. 
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(b) All fees and medical expenses accrued shall be paid to the County Treasurer’s Office prior to 
release of the animal to the owner. 
(c) The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation. 


REPRIN
T
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		Surety Bond for Impounded Animals Ordinance - ALYSON TO FORMAT FOR BOARD PACKET
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