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Orange County Planning Commission Agenda
Thursday, June 4, 2020 — 6:00 p.m.

This meeting is being held electronically pursuant to and in compliance with the Continuity of Government
Ordinance (or “An Ordinance to Effectuate Changes in Certain Deadlines and to Modify Public Meeting
and Public Hearing Practices and Procedures to Address Continuity of Operations Associated with the
COVID-19 Pandemic”), adopted April 28, 2020 by the Orange County Board of Supervisors in
accordance with Virginia Code § 15.2-1413. The meeting is accessible by:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnL EM-IgrXYdfKcPI8-j0Q

This meeting will be conducted remotely and there will be no physical public access. During this meeting,
there will be no opportunity for public comment. Instruction for providing public input relative to the
scheduled public hearing will be reviewed during the meeting and is contained in the public hearing notice.

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes
a. May 21, 2020 regular meeting

4. Public Comment

5. Public Hearings

a. Continuation of SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has applied for a
Special Use Permit to discharge fireworks at Tax Map Parcel 61-32 which contains
127.544 acres and is zoned Agriculture (A). The property is owned by Cardinal Garden &
Gun, LLC and is located on Woolfolk Lane. The parcel is designated Agricultural 1 on the
Recommended Future Land Use Map in the Orange County Comprehensive Plan. The
request is pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code Sec. 70-303 (23) — Uses permitted by
special use permit, “Pyrotechnics testing/manufacturing on a parcel 50 acres or greater in
size.”

6. Worksession — (none)


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnL_EM-IgrXYdfKcPI8-jOQ
http://www.orangecova.com/

7. New Business — (none)

8. Old Business — (none)
9. Reports
a. Board of Supervisors report — Mark Johnson

b. Planning Services report — Sandra Thornton

10. Commissioner Comments

11. Next meeting date — Tentative August 18, 2020

12. Adjourn



Orange County Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
June 4, 2020

Agenda Item 2a




Orange County Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
Thursday, May 21, 2020
Meeting Held Electronically via Zoom video conference

Present: Donald Brooks (Chairman); Jason Capelle (Vice Chairman); George
Yancey; Jim Hutchison; Julie Zeijlmaker, Mark Johnson, Board of
Supervisors Liaison

Absent:

Staff Present: Sandra Thornton, Planning Services Manager; Theodore Voorhees, County
Administrator; Eric Lansing, Assistant County Attorney; Tracey Newman,
Planning Services Associate

1. Call to order and determination of quorum:

Chairman Brooks called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and streaming began on YouTube.

Pursuant to the emergency ordinance adopted on March 24, 2020, this meeting was held
electronically via Zoom video conference and livestreamed to YouTube for the public to
view. As such, the minutes reflect the physical location of each Planning Commissioner
during their participation.

Chairman Brooks participated from his residence, located at 9258 Everona Road, Orange,
VA.

Vice Chairman Capelle participated from his residence, located at 6315 Spotswood Trail,
Gordonsville, VA.

Planning Commissioner Yancey participated from his residence, located at 16170 Cox Mill
Road, Gordonsville; VA.

Planning Commissioner Hutchison participated from his residence, located at 525 Harrison
Circle, Locust Grove, VA.

Planning Commissioner Zeijlmaker participated from her residence, located at 34104
Indiantown Road, Unionville, VA.

2. Approval of agenda:

On a motion of Mr. Hutchison, seconded by Mr. Yancey, which carried by a vote of 5-0,
the agenda was approved as modified to correct the Recommended Future Land Use
designation of the subject parcel in the description of the public hearing item 5.a.

3. Approval of minutes:
A. January 2, 2020 regular meeting:

On the motion of Mr. Hutchison with second by Mr. Capelle, the minutes were
accepted as presented on a vote of 5-0.
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4. Public comment:

Chairman Brooks advised there would be no general public comment as the meeting was
being held via video conference. He also explained that public hearing comments would
be taken via mail or email until June 3, 2020 at 5:00 PM and gave direction on submission.
It was later determined that all comments would be forwarded to the Planning
Commissioners and to the applicants as received.

5. Public hearings:

A. SUP 20-01: Mid Atlantic Pyrotechnics Arts Guild (MAPAG) has applied for a
Special Use Permit to discharge fireworks at Tax Map Parcel 61-32. The request
is pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code Sec. 70-303(23) — Uses permitted by
special use permit, “Pyrotechnics testing/manufacturing on a parcel 50 acres or
greater in size.”

Ms. Thornton reviewed the special-use permit application and the staff report. An
extensive discussion ensued with the Planning Commissioners expressing concerns
and asking questions of the applicants, MAPAG as authorized by property owner
Cardinal Garden & Gun, LLC, represented by Edward and Carol Hostetter. Dave
Stoddard, president of the board of directors of MAPAG was in attendance from
his home, 3316 Kilkenny Street, Silver Spring, Maryland. John Steinberg, advisor
to the board of MAPAG, was. in attendance from his residence at 3944 Carthage
Rd., Randallstown, Maryland; and Edward Hostettler, also an advisor to the board,
and his wife Carol were in attendance via Zoom video conference from their
residence at 2006 Mt. Forest Dr., Houston, Tx. They explained their desire to
establish a location in Orange County where they can discharge fireworks on
specified dates and addressed the commissioners’ questions and concerns. In
addition, the applicants advised MAPAG has been active in Orange County since
2012 and now seeks to operate from a new and permanent location.

In order to allow for public input, as the meeting was conducted remotely,
Chairman Brooks continued the public hearing until June 4, 2020, and advised that
comments submitted would be reviewed at the next meeting.

6. Work session: None

7. New Business: None
8. OlId business: None

9. Reports:
A. Planning Services Report — Sandra Thornton

Ms. Thornton stated that as of May 4, 2020, plat reviews were current. She also
advised that site plans were approved for Twin Lakes Villas Phase 1 and that
review of plans for Locust Grove West Storage was nearly concluded . She stated
that a Special Use Permit application is pending for a luxury RV resort and may
be presented at the July meeting
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B. Board of Supervisors Report — Mark Johnson

Mr. Johnson advised he looks forward to working with the Planning Commission.

10. Commissioner comments

Mr. Zeijlmaker inquired about the next meeting and was advised by Eric Lansing, Assistant
County Attorney, that it will also be conducted remotely.

11. Next meeting date — Tentative July 2, 2020

12. Adjourn

On the motion of Mr. Hutchison, seconded by Mr. Yancey and Mr. Capelle, which carried
by a vote of 5-0, the meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm.

Donald Brooks, Chair

Planning Commission Secretary

The events of this meeting were captured via digital audio recording. These written minutes shall
serve as the official record of actions taken during the meeting.
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Orange County Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
June 4, 2020

Agenda Item 5a

Additional Material Submitted by Applicant

All Comments Received by 5:00 pm on June 3, 2020




Name
Lawson
Farone
Dole
Grant
Johnson
Seilheimer
Cotton
Whitman
Waddy
Roweder
Wilbanks
Sullenberger
Poulson
Temme
Laughlin
Hand
Holladay/Bensko
May

Mark Kington
Hack
Brooks
Fowlkes
Passarello
Perdue
‘Gingery
Fithian
Collier
Radford
Buzzelli
Warren
Collins
Donelson
Billow

INVERSE SQUARE LAW

Address

Distance (M) Db

15456 Matthews Mill Rd

20745 Lahore Rd

20745 Lahore Rd

11254 Tower Road Unionville, VA

22386 Village Rd Unionville, VA

10419 Mt Sharon Rd

11527 Robins Ridge Rd Unionville, VA

11012 Rapidan Rd Orange VA

/8533 Mt Sharon Rd Orange, VA

287 E Main St Orange, VA

9140 Rapidan Rd Rapidan, VA

155 Madison St. Orange, VA
8386-8455 Hare Forest Ln Rapidan, VA

7289 Rapidan Rd Rapidan, VA
7174 Rapidan Rd Rapidan VA
7313 OLD RAPIDAN RD

7092 Rapidan Rd Rapidan VA

7209 Rapidan Rd Rapidan, VA

15150 Grelen Dr Orange, VA
10285 Achnacarry Dr Gordonsville, VA

'13503-13611 Belvedere Dr Somerset, VA

10226 Inverness Dr, Gordonsville, VA
18454 Monteith Farm Rd Gordonsville, VA
9161 Liberty Mills Rd Somerset, VA
Somerset Plantation Somerset, VA
18286 Old Montebello Gordonsville
7254 Scuffletown Rd Somerset, VA
7242 Scuffletown Rd Somerset, VA
6402 Scuffletown Rd Somerset, VA
5290 Ridge Rd Somerset, VA

12384 Merriewood Dr Somerset, VA
12384 Merriewood Dr Somerset, VA
15095 Burnley Rd Barboursville, VA

The inverse square law is a logical mathmatical estimate of the sound you would
hear/receive at a distant point in a reasonably open area.
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May 20, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Ms. Thornton,

Please accept this letter as public comment specific to the special use permit application, SUP 20-01,
submitted by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild.

The parcels we own are 62-25C, 62-25D, and 62-25E which are located less than a mile to the north of
the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild proposed site. Our family first moved to Orange County in 2005
and then purchased our current home in 2016. We happily raise chickens, goats and children on our
property. The area that surrounds us is actively farmed including several cattle operations, crops,
greenhouses, and wineries.

The application submitted by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild was well prepared and included
several provisions that made us feel more comfortable with the prospective use. We would respectfully
ask that should the special use permit be recommended for approval it be limited in the number of
years granted and include several conditions of approval. We would also like the Planning Commission
and Board of Supervisors to consider the following as potential conditions of approval in addition to
those already recommended by staff.

1) Woolfolk Lane shall be the only access point for any attendees or organizers of the Mid- Atlantic
Pyrotechnic Arts Guild.

2) Events shall be limited to no more than 7 weekends per calendar year and the dates of those
events must be established by March of each year and may not be changed due to weather or
other unforeseen circumstances. Event dates should be posted on the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic
Arts Guild website by March so that livestock may be moved prior to event weekends, if
necessary.

3) Please consider a limit to the number of campers allowed during event weekends and prohibit
camping on the property by guild members outside of event weekends.

4) Ideally, fireworks would only be discharged on Friday and Saturday between the hours of 1 pm
and 11 pm to maintain the quiet rural character of our community. We ask that if fireworks are
permitted on Wednesday, Thursday or Sunday evenings that the applicant replace the “school
night” provision with a requirement that fireworks not be discharged later than 9 pm, except on
Friday and Saturday evenings when they may be discharged no later than 11 pm. This would



ensure that there is no disruption to the standard workweek of the neighborhood in addition to
school nights.

5) Deliveries and event traffic to the property shall utilize the Grasty Lane/Route 522 entrance
only. The Grasty Lane/ Lahore Road intersection is a double back intersection which is
insufficient for high volumes of event traffic and campers or travel trailers.

If any of our neighboring agricultural producers have suggestions for conditions that differ from our own
we defer to their expertise as this application may have an impact on their livelihood.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

54;7&% and L awna Lawwé?,
Benjamin and Laura Loveday

24465 Center Hill Lane

Orange, Virginia 22960
Lovedayvt@gmail.com

571-239-3605




Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:32 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us
Subject: Fwd: SUP for Woodfolk Ln - fireworks

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kelly Goforth <goforthk@albemarle.org>

Date: May 26, 2020 at 11:50:42 AM EDT

To: "sthornton@orangecountyva.gov" <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP for Woodfolk Ln - fireworks

Ms. Thornton,

| just wanted to take a moment to weigh in on the SUP for Mid-Atlantic on Woodfolk Lane in Lahore. |
live at 24401 Montvue Lane, and other than Mrs. Edwards, | probably live the closest to the proposed
site. | live on the family farm (my dad, John Goforth, owns the farm on Montvue), and my brother,
Jason Goforth and his wife, run Renewed Pastures Farm. In full disclosure, my brother has cattle on the
farm owned by Eddie Hostetter, and has since the sale of the farm.

Since Eddie purchased the farm, he has worked on many improvement projects and the farm looks
great. He has been a good neighbor, and although | have not met him personally, | believe he is going to
be an asset to the little community we have in this area.

I do not have concerns with his application, and | believe he is very receptive to concerns from the
neighbors. | am a Master Police Officer and have no problem voicing concerns, but this application does
not worry me. | work daylights, and have to be up early, and my husband works night shifts. Although
we have varying schedules, the schedule does not concern me at this time, and honestly, I'm looking
forward to having my own backyard show every once in a while. The traffic, based on his estimates,
does not seem to be an issue. At this point in time, the tractor trailers (greenhouse trucks) on the road
are more of a concern regarding safety, damage to the roadway/signage (I've seen the stop signs
destroyed at the ends of Grasty on numerous occasions from the trucks running them over), and
general use than any amount of POVs that would be visiting for the fireworks. The traffic estimates are
really no more than for a large family gathering and should not be a problem.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | am available for follow up if needed, at this email or my
personal Kelly.goforth30@gmail.com.
Kelly Goforth Adams




WPO. X, Goforth Adame

Albemarle County Police Department
Daylight Patrol

1600 5Sth Street Ext’d. Suite D
Charlottesville, VA 22902



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:30 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: Comment

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: <lcsdps@gmail.com>

Date: May 26, 2020 at 4:12:36 PM EDT
To: <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Comment

Regarding SUP for camping and fireworks on Ag land:

| am opposed to granting this SUP for the following reasons:
1. Noise. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our county which has no
noise ordinance. These are very loud sized fireworks.

2. Excessive days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of fireworks each, and no limit on
number of attendees, is excessive and patently unfair to neighborhood community members.

3. Rural area. Fireworks and large group camping are commercial uses incompatible with
farmers raising livestock and residents enjoying rural
pursuits on their land zoned Agricultural 1.

| hope the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors will vote “no” on this SUP
proposal.

Page Sullenberger
155 N Madison St
Orange

Scanned by McAfee and confirmed virus-free.




Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:26 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: SUP near Lahore, VA

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Robert Fithian <rwfithian@gmail.com>
Date: May 27, 2020 at 7:00:05 AM EDT

To: sthornton@orangecountyva.gov

Subject: SUP near Lahore, VA

To: OrangePlanning Commission Personnel and Board Members

Wilma and | are against The Special Use Permit that would allow camping and fireworks on land
zoned Agriculture 1 near Lahore, VA. It is unreasonable to subject Orange County residents and
their domestic animals in the region of Lahore to municipal fireworks.

Very respectfully,

Robert W. Fithian

18286 Old Montebello Drive
Gordonsville, VA 22942
540-746-4800



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:22 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: The Fireworks Club

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornion
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Flossie Fowlkes <flossiefowlkes@gmail.com>
Date: May 27, 2020 at 9:46:06 AM EDT

To: sthornton@orangecountyva.gov

Cc: Mark Johnson <rmarkijohnson142 @gmail.com>
Subject: The Fireworks Club

Dear Supervisors,

It’s hard to believe it was almost two years ago when you all voted unanimously against allowing
“slamping” in agriculturally zoned areas of our county, and now here comes a far worse request from a
group in MD and DC.

In my opinion, | think they must have already asked for this in MD and been turned down, hence their
appeal to VA. | fervently hope you will vote against this proposal too as it is totally unreasonable: a
request for an SUP allowing frequent camping, dining and partying while shooting off “big-time”
fireworks, IN PERPETUITY, in a peaceful rural area zoned for agriculture. The people asking for this are
not even residents of Virginia, much less Orange County.

This is a truly unacceptable request allowing for activities and behavior in an area that our citizens have
chosen to live in because it is an agricultural, peaceful, rural area suitablé for raising families and
livestock, without undue noise and traffic.

Please vote against this SUP as it will do irreparable damage to the county we have all chosen to live in
because of its physical beauty and peaceful nature.

Thank all of you for your service in helping to keep Orange County a place we all still want to live.

Sincerely,

Flossie Fowlkes

(Florence B. Fowlkes)

P.0.Box 910, 10226 Inverness Drive, Gordonsville, VA 22942



Tracez Newman _

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:21 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: Planning Commission - SUP - Fireworks Club

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: dlperdue riverlyproperties.com <dlperdue@riverlyproperties.com>
Date: May 27, 2020 at 9:55:38 AM EDT

To: "sthornton@orangecountyva.gov" <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Cc: Elizabeth Perdue <elizabethgperdue@gmail.com>

Subject: Planning Commission - SUP - Fireworks Club

Please direct this to the Members of the Orange County Planning Commission —
Dear Neighbors / Planning Commissioners-

I have become aware that there is a Special Use Permit coming in front of your Planning
Commission in early June seeking approval for a Fireworks Club on Ag Zoned property.

You are all aware that SUP basically constitutes spot zoning so any and all SUP requests
must be treated as if they are an illegal use that must be made legal. For this to happen
there must be a truly compelling reason to go outside the current Comprehensive Plan
and current zoning laws. There must be proven a Special Use that benefits a large
number of current County residents either through job creation, significant revenue
generation or common good. At the very least it should be a justifiably consistent use.

Another important consideration is the precedent set by any SUP for the future. Once
approved such a use could be considered anywhere in the entire county.

I really cannot see how a Fireworks Club / Commercial Campsite meets any one of the
very loose criteria listed above. It should be expected that RV campers bring most of
what they consume with them from elsewhere and do not shop locally. I cannot see how
there would be any real job creation as this is an occasional (but seemingly frequent)
use. Setting off commercial grade fireworks on a frequent and consistent schedule can
hardly be a common good.



Your Commission has been wise in the past to review special requests with an eye to
protecting current residents and taxpayers and not businesses and individuals that want
to use our county as needed.

As an aside, I live across from a property that was approved for an SUP on Ag

land. Liberty Mills Farm is located on a gravel road in a sparsely populated area of
Somerset. For six weeks every fall, for +/- 10 hours a day 3-4 days a week there is a
continuous stream of cars on my road (one car per minute would not be an
exaggeration). Imagine living across from a reduced version of The Montpelier Races
for 20 days a year. There is a cloud of gravel dust on a large part of my property all day
for much of the fall. It seems hardly consistent with Ag use but it is now an ingrained
part of life here.

Thanks for your service to our County and please vote to deny the SUP for a Fireworks
Club (I really thought this was a bad joke when it came through my email!).

Best
David & Elizabeth Perdue

9161 Liberty Mills Road
Somerset, VA 22972



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:19 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: Special use permit

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: eric stewart <ericdstewart77@gmail.com>
Date: May 27, 2020 at 11:01:52 AM EDT

To: sthornton@orangecountyva.gov

Subject: Special use permit

Eric Stewart
125 Mount Olive Road
Stafford, VA 22556

May 27, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange. VA 22960

Special Use Permit 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Ms. Sandra Thornton:

I am writing to express my support of MAPAG’s Special Use Permit application.
My background, I’'m a USMC Veteran having proudly served my country. My
work today is with Verizon as the Construction Local Area Manager for
Spotsylvania, Fredericksburg, Stafford, King George, Dahlgren, Quantico,
Caroline, Bowling Green, and Louisa Counties. There’s one thing that’s certain in
fireworks, this passion attracts a broad skill set!

MAPAG is a great organization and my association with professional and hobbyist
fireworks goes back more than 20 years. In 2011 is when the inception of the

1



Virgiania Pyrotechnician licensing program was introduced. Having access to
specific clubs for training was instrumental in learning the safety protocols and
specific codes for the state, local , and federal levels. Obtaining a license requires
knowledge of the safety regulations and State and Federal Code. It also helps to
have a place to learn about fireworks within the clubs in a safe environment with
like minded individuals and safety is the number one priority.

As a VA licensed pyrotechnician, I’ve led displays for the Spotsylvania Star &
Stripes Spectacular, Lake of the Woods, Indian Acres Club of Thornburg, Acquia
Harbor, Dahlgren Naval Base and all of the military contracted displays for
Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) programs throughout VA. As a hobbyist
I’ve attended fireworks club events in Orange County for more than 20 years.
Please consider granting MAPAG a Special Use Permit. It would be very much
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Eric Stewart



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:12 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison;
George Yancey; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: dgs@accelix.net; hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com; Tracey Newman;
elansing@orangecountyva.us

Subject: Fwd: Fireworks Club SUP

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Megan Hack <tihack@verizon.net>

Date: May 27, 2020 at 1:10:21 PM EDT

To: "sthornton@orangecountyva.gov" <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks Club SUP

Reply-To: Megan Hack <tihack@verizon.net>

TO THE ORANGE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS:

We write to express our total and complete opposition to the SUP submitted by a
Fireworks Club which seeks to use a property near Lahore for camping, RV's, parties,
and especially for setting off fireworks.

We cannot imagine any type of activity less suited to the agricultural purposes of
Orange County VA and we hope all the Planning Commission members agree.

We are appalled that any group would apply for a permit for such noisy and invasive
purposes anywhere, but especially in the rural area of Lahore, or any other location in
the entirety of Orange County.

We urge the OC Planning Commission to categorically deny this SUP.
Thank you for your service to Orange County.

Megan and Eugene (Ti) Hack
10285 Achnacarry Drive
Gordonsville VA
540-832-0523



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 9:38 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: David Stoddard; Edward Hostetter; John Steinberg; Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing
(elansing@orangecountyva.us)

Subject: FW: SUP - Fireworks Club

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Julie F <julie.fithian@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 5:43 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP - Fireworks Club

Good afternoon.

| am writing in regards to the SUP Fireworks Proposal for Orange County Virginia. | understand that the proposed club
would operate on a tract of land zoned as agricultural and would include monthly camping and firework events. |
strongly oppose its addition to our county for several reasons.

First, given the scope of the proposed actions, frequency, and use of fireworks deemed illegal to the general public, use
of agriculturally zoned land seems inappropriate. It is my understanding that the purpose of agricultural 1 zoned land is
"to conserve and protect open land uses, foster orderly growth in rural areas and prevent urban agricultural
land use conflicts." While | am certainly no expert in this area, the use of Ag 1 zoned lands for massive private
firework display clubs and campgrounds does not appear to be included in the list of permitted uses. Allowing
for multiple days of loud, disruptive displays while fostering an environment of loud partying at privately owned
and operated campgrounds does not conserve, protect, or foster orderly growth of our rural area.

Secondly, the loudness of these fireworks displays would be disruptive to the surrounding area. We have very
lenient laws in Orange County regarding noise ordinance. These displays would be an invasion of the
properties surrounding them. Loud displays of fireworks have documented effects on wildlife, livestock, and
household pets. The noise, lights, sparks, fumes, etc. have been shown to cause prolonged and sometimes
permanent psychological and physical distress. Household pets, especially dogs, can suffer post traumatic
stress due to firework displays. Birds are also acutely affected, suffering from hearing loss, blindness, etc. For
additional information, please see https://www.animal-ethics.org/fireworks-harm-nonhuman-animals/.

Thirdly, use of these fireworks are prohibited for a reason. They are dangerous, and pose a danger to individuals and the
surrounding areas. The proposed times of operation coincide with dry seasons in Virginia. The sparks, flames, and fumes
could cause significant damage to land, wildlife, and property.

Lastly, while we have touched on the effect these displays could have on wildlife, we should not forget how this will
impact individuals suffering from PTSD. Orange County is proud to have a large veteran population. Many veterans

1



suffer from PTSD as a result of their honorable service to our nation. Excessive and repeatedly detonation of these
fireworks will have an effect on those suffering from PTSD. During these turbulent times, we are working hard to socially
distance to protect those members of our population that may be immunocompromised. It is our responsibility to
extend similar courtesies to the men and women who have sacrificed to keep our country safe, and by allowing this club
to set up shop in our community, we would be doing them a severe disservice. For more, please see https://usmc-
mccs.org/articles/fireworks-and-ptsd-how-to-raise-awareness/ .

In closing, | strongly oppose the SUP Fireworks Club proposal. Please let me know if you require any additional
information, or if you would like to speak more on the above.

Respectfully,

Julie Fithian
Proud Orange Resident and Marine Corps Brat



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 9:36 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; David Stoddard; Edward Hostetter; John Steinberg; 'Eric Lansing'

Subject: FW: Opposed to Fireworks Club SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Mark Kington <mark.j.kington@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 6:39 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Opposed to Fireworks Club SUP

| write in opposition to the proposed SUP for the Fireworks Club.

Clearly this is not what the average citizen would understand to be an Agricultural 1 use.

The use in question is highly and negatively impactful to many neighbors, even those miles away.

The requested use is intensive both in term of days of use and hours of operation. To approve this request would benefit
a very few to the detriment of quality of life to many.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.
Mark Kington

15150 Grelen Drive
Orange, Virginia. 22960



Cameron Graser
5646 Cross Country Road
Mineral, VA 23117
drcammam@gmail.com

May 27, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear: Ms. Thornton & Orange County Planning Commission

The purpose of my letter is to respectfully ask that you consider granting
Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild’s (MAPAG) request for a Special Use
Permit.

I have served as a professional pyrotechnician in the State of Virginia for
20 years. | hold both a close proximity license and an aerial display
license. My work experience includes leading the display ai the 4" of July
for Lake of the Woods in Locust Grove, VA for the past 6 years. I’'ve been
lead shooter at numerous displays throughout the State of Virginia like
JMU and municipalities to include Winchester, VA, Smithfield, VA, Urbana
Township, and Colonial Beach, VA for 10 years. | have worked with
American Fireworks Co. of OH, Pyrotecnico of PA, and Rossi of OH.

In my 20 years as lead shooter and throughout my apprenticeship, 1 've
never had an accident nor have any persons on my crew.

While 1 am a professional pyrotechnician, | am also a member of MAPAG.
Please consider my experience and knowledge of pyrotechnics as you
consider MAPAG’s SUP application. We appreciate this opportunity and
hope you will approve our request.

Sincerely,

Cameron Graser



Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Ms. Thornton,

My wife (Nicole) and | have been a members of MAPAG for three years. When we
heard about MAPAG, we were thrilled to discover the opportunity to participate in
pyrotechnic activities in a safe and professional manner. Since joining, we have
assembled and fired airburst shells, and assisted with the set-up of professional
displays and participated in the inventory of MAPAGs Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATFE) magazine. Since we are “newbies”, these activities
have been under the observation and coaching of experienced pyrotechnicians. In all,
my observation is that MAPAG meets and exceeds safety and regulatory requirements
for the safe and legal enjoyment of pyrotechnics.

Nicole and | have highly technical backgrounds. Nicole worked at a Nuclear Generating
Station for 20 years in the IT department and had a supervisory role during refueling
activities. | served honorably in the USAF and worked in aerospace for over 40 years on
space experiments, satellites, launch vehicles and, since retired, perform contract work
for the Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC).

| have no reservations regarding MAPAG and encourage the Orange County Board of
Supervisors to approve the special use permit to allow MAPAG to continue with their
safe, sound and thoroughly American activities.

Sincerely,

Scott Bartel

Nicote /D%aa@

115 Pleasant Grove Road
Locust Grove, VA 22508
619 709 9846



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:41 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP 20-01 - Community Comment

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Renewed Pastures Farm <renewedpasturesfarm@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 10:50 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: SUP 20-01 - Community Comment

Ms. Thornton,

I’'m sending this letter as a voice of support for SUP 20-01. I've read and listened to some of the concerns of
the Orange County community and | understand those concerns. After having near weekly dealings with Mr.
and Mrs. Hostetter, the owners of Parcel #61-32, and members of the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild, | am
confident that they, along with the applicant, will take those concerns seriously and address each one to the
community’s satisfaction.

My wife and |, along with our four-year-old daughter, are the owners and operators of Renewed Pastures
Farm, a small but reputable local business. We raise high quality pastured beef and eggs for the greater
Fredericksburg community, to include Orange County. We currently lease the land identified in SUP 20-01
from Mr. and Mrs. Hostetter, where we graze our cattle and raise our pastured chickens. We based our
business here because | grew up in Orange County and while | wasn't born here, | love this county and it has
shaped who | am since the day | stepped foot on her red clay soil. We proudly advertise Orange County as our
base of operation and with that | feel it's my duty to represent the county as professionally as | can. The
foundation of our business is built on our stewardship of these lands, our humane treatment of our animals,
and our stellar reputation, so please know that | don’t take the contents of this application lightly. | have given
great thought to how the addition of recreational fireworks could affect the welfare of our animals and I'm
confident, after hearing the testimony of the gentleman from the applicant group regarding the noise levels of
their 4” shells, that our animals will have minimal to zero impact from these events.

As a regenerative and sustainable farmer, my highest concern lies with the health of our soil. | don’t see
anything in this application that will jeopardize the hard work my family and | have put into this property to
regenerate the soil. On a personal note, Mr. and Mrs. Hostetter know my personal stance, as well as our
business’ stance, opposing chemical intervention to eradicate some plants and they’ve fully supported that to
the point that they’ve hired clean-up crews to cut down problem areas, rather than using pesticides or other
sprays.



As I've gotten to know the Hostetters over the past year or so, I've found them to be outstanding people.
They’ve been very honest with us from day one as to their plans for the land we lease on Parcel 61-32.
They've invested heavily in the appearance of this farm and it's never been more beautiful. I'm confident that
as members of the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild and the owners of the land, they will ensure that the
community concerns regarding trash and cleanup, number of campers, and hours when fireworks may be
discharged will be addressed to the highest degree. | also feel they'll be as serious about being good
neighbors as they are about building fireworks.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my opinion and | trust that you will do what is best for the community.

Sincerely,

Jason Goforth

12120 Mi Way
Spotsylvania, VA 22551
Owner/operator
Renewed Pastures Farm

renewedpasturesfarm@amail.com



Tracey Ne:mman

— _—
From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 5:53 PM
To: Donald Brooks {External); Tracey Newman; R. Mark Johnson (External);

jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; Jason Capelle; George Yancey;
elansing@orangecountyva.us; dgs@accelix.net; jrsrocket@aol.com;
hostetter@goeaston.net

Subject: Fwd: Fireworks/Camping SUP 20-01 Public Hearing

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>

Date: May 28, 2020 at 4:34:34 PM EDT

To: "sthornton@orangecountyva.gov" <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks/Camping SUP 20-01 Public Hearing

Reply-To: Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>

Dear Ms. Thornton,

Please convey to the Planning Commission my comments in this email as part of the Public Hearing on-
requested SUP 20-01. Thank you.

Please deny the Fireworks/Camping SUP. In essence, the SUP applicants seek permission to hold a four
day and night Camping Party, with Fireworks, on farmland zoned Agricultural. They want an Unlimited
Number of Partyers to attend. They don't ask to do this just once or twice, but want to hold these parties
during one week each and every month from April through October. They ask to do this not just this year,
but year after year, in perpetuity.

This is an amazingly huge request. Especially when you consider that the citizens in this area of the
County choose to live and farm in peace and quiet on land zoned Agricultural. In fact, this land is "Ag 1",
which is farmland deserving of the highest protection by the County. Ag 1 zoned land is not the place
where the Planing Commission should allow Commercial parties of unlimited size, large group Camping
(especially without any septic available), and Municipal Grade Fireworks.

The County recently considered a proposed Ordinance to allow "Glamping" on Ag land. Large numbers
of County citizens opposed the idea at Public Hearings and in written comments. The Board of
Supervisors considered the pros and cons and unanimously voted against the Glamping proposal. That
was the right decision for many reasons, including concerns over sewage, water, trash, fire, parking,
traffic, and noise. But the overriding concern was that Commercial activities should not be allowed on Ag
land. So now, less than two years later later, why allow this Club from Maryland to come in and do their
own version of Glamping? Just because they want to add fireworks? That is not a good reason to allow
this Commercial activity on this Ag 1 land.

While a desire to accommodate a landowner who has requested a SUP is understandable, please
consider the rights of the many other County citizens who wish to have our zoning laws respected and
enforced. This requested SUP is a bad idea. Please vote it down.



Thank you,

Mark Warren
5290 Ridge Road



May 28, 2020

Via email to sthomton@orangecountyva.gov

Orange County Planning Commission
P.O.Box 111

112 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re:  Special Use Permit/Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic
Arts Guild, Inc./Parcel #60100000000320 near Lahore, VA in Orange County

Dear Commissioners:

The Planning Commission once again must determine whether absentee, out-of-state
interests may perform extraordinary and disruptive activities under a “special exception” in
Orange County. The Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild, Inc.—a Maryland corporation
(“MAPAG”) located in Silver Spring, Maryland—wants a special use permit to conduct
pyrotechnics testing and manufacturing on a 127-acre parcel zoned A-1 (agricultural) (the
“Property”) near Lahore, Virginia. Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC, a Delaware limited liability
company (“CGG”), located in Houston, Texas owns the Property. Edward and Carol Hostetter—
also of Houston—in turn own CGG. Mr. Hostetter, an industrialist with various commercial
interests including an ice rink in Maryland, owns a second home in Easton, Maryland but resides
in Texas. The Hostetters are officers and directors of Pyrotechnics Guild International (“PGI”),
with which MAPAG affiliates as a local chapter. PGI provides video of its events on its
Facebook page at

heater, which should mform the Plannmg Comm1ss1on and the Board of Superv1sors about what
precisely, they might invite into our otherwise pastoral agricultural districts. They should deny
this application.

The Comprehensive Plan purposes to “sustain the rural character of Orange County while
enhancing and improving the quality of life for all its citizens.” Real estate zoned A-1
(agricultural), in particular, stands to “protect the rural, agricultural, historic and conservation
areas of the County by preserving open space, limiting population and allowing little or no
development other than agricultural and forestal enterprises, farm markets, homesteads and
larger estates.”

Against this backdrop, the Hostetters and MAPAG want their club to explode fireworks
up to 10 hours per day, 4 days each month, from April through October, without.end. These
fireworks are of a massive “Fourth of July” variety, and subject to a Federal Explosives License
under 18 U.S.C. section 40 and a state explosives storage permit. MAPAG (at page 7 of its
application), in fact, boasts that some displays “would rival most municipal displays, and might
include pyrotechnic devices not normally seen in municipal displays.” MAPAG also seeks
permission for an unlimited number of members and guests to camp in recreational vehicles and
tents on the Property.



MAPAG and the Hostetters fail various particulars required to support a special
exception. First, the activities described in the application directly offend, rather than sustain,
“the rural character of Orange County.” Would any of the Commissioners or Supervisors
themselves want their rural residences next to the Property? Moreover, MAPAG as a nonprofit
corporation exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code is not
focused on “enhancing and improving the quality of life for all [Orange County] citizens” but,
rather, exists solely (as the statute states) as a “club organized for the pleasure, recreation, and
other nonprofitable purposes” of its members who are in substantially the same position as if
they had spent their after-tax income on pleasure or recreation without MAPAG. Ironically,
then, by defining a “pyrotechnics testing manufacturing” activity as “the operations of non-profit
entity engaged in the production and testing of fireworks,” the Comprehensive Plan facilitates a
group of people doing something that an individual alone could not undertake on the same
Property. (That begs the question of how, why, and for whose benefit the exemption got into the
Zoning Ordinance in the first place.) But that group must still sustain its burden to prove special
exception qualification—which MAPAG and the Hostetters cannot.

Second, MAPAG has 80 members and anticipates up to 35 vehicles for each event.
MAPAG and the Hostetters (at page 16 of their application) avoid addressing the obvious traffic
impacts of the fireworks club by stating that the Virginia Department of Transportation “told us
that we were not required to submit a formal traffic impact statement based on location and the
size of our organization.” One can imagine, apart from the vehicular trips from MAPAG
members themselves, that travelers might block roadways near the Property to watch and listen
to the 10 hours’ worth of explosions each day of an event.

Third, fiscal impacts—including expected economic benefits and costs to the county—
will far outweigh any benefit of the special exception. The fireworks will thunder 10 hours per
day for 50 days during 7 months. The noise, smell, light, litter, and other fallouts—all to serve
the interests of a small non-resident constituency—remain grossly disproportionate. MAPAG, in
fact, cannot directly benefit people outside of itself in any number, because—as MAPAG’s own
determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service states (at page 32 of the application): “A
section 501(c)(7) organization is permitted to receive up to 35 percent of its gross receipts,
including investment income, from sources outside of its membership without losing its tax-
exempt status [and] of the 35 percent, not more than 15 percent of the gross receipts may be
derived from the use of the club’s facilities or services by the general public.” Any tangential
revenue to local businesses—which MAPAG and the Hostetters detail to include “gas, food, ice,
charcoal, . . . propane . . . tools, lumber, and hardware [as well as] Port-a-Potties, which are
rented from and serviced by a local business” cannot offset the irreparable damage to
neighboring landowners and the larger county.

Fourth, the application raises serious environmental concerns, including effects on
neighboring properties and how those concerns will be mitigated. Noise is paramount. MAPAG
and the Hostetters concede that, while some fireworks are smaller, their “aerial salutes” carry
noise levels of 130 decibels. The applicants admit that this level approximates that of “peak
stadium crowd noise” (so we might imagine Super Bowl Sunday in the middle of an agricultural
district)—which is louder (again, as the proponents confess) than a table saw (105 db), a rock
band (110 db), an emergency vehicle siren (115 db), and proximate thunder (120 db), but just



quieter than an air raid siren (135 db) or a jet engine at takeoff (140 db). The greater problem, of
course, is that MAPAG and the Hostetters want to project this noise up to 10 hours per day, 4
days each month, for 7 months a year, indefinitely. In the face of this evidence, the applicants
baldly state: “Based on this scientific data, the impact on the community at large should be
minimal.” This self-serving and false conclusion aside, the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors must look at the impacts on “neighboring properties,” not on the more remote
“community at large” in adjudicating a special exception application.

In conclusion, MAPAG and the Hostetters typify the “not in my backyard” attitude of
absentee people who want to bring problematic activities to Orange County, rather than
conducting them where they themselves live. Nothing in this application benefits Orange
County itself and, indeed, approval of the special use permit would devastate the economic and
quality-of-life interests of those nearby. The County should deny the application. I would, too,
urge review of the special exception provision that would enable a small group of people to do
things that an individual alone could not undertake on agricultural property. The Zoning
Ordinance is about promoting land uses for the collective good—and prohibiting bad ones—
irrespective of who does them.

Sincerely,

Kevin L. Passarello

18454 Monteith Farm Road
P.O. Box 568

Gordonsville, VA 22942
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HALE ARTIFICIER, INC.
FIREWORKS AND PYROTECHNICS

To:

Orange County Planning Commission

128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

RE: SUP20-01: Mid Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

To whom it may concern,

My name is Jeff Hale, and | am president of Hale Atrtificier, Inc. located in Lexington,
North Carolina.

I have been involved with professional display fireworks for over 36 years, and my Com-
pany is North Carolina’s largest independently owned and operated Display company.
We present fireworks programs in NC, VA and SC. | am proud to say that we hold an
exemplary safety record and have a fine reputation as a provider of displays.

| am a lifetime member of the Pyrotechnics Guild International, The American Pyrotech-
nics Association, the National Fireworks Association, and | am a charter member of the
Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild. | hold two Federal Explosives Licenses; as an Im-
porter of Explosives, and as a Manufacturer.

As an American tradition, Fireworks have been an integral part of our history and society,
not just for the July 4 Independence Day celebration, but for Memorial Day, Veteran’s
Day, Baseball and other professional sporting events, many community celebrations,
fairs, festivals, New Year’s Eve - the list goes on and on.

The fireworks industry depends on organizations like the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts
Guild and other small clubs across the country to promote Safety, provide training, and
to bring the next generation of younger people into our unique occupation. This club in-
cludes people from all walks of life that have a common interest. This club is family ori-
ented as well, and we have an interest in supporting our communities by donating our
fireworks displays to groups such as the Orange County Voiunteer Fire Department.

As a fireworks club, we are also very highly regulated. We must hold and maintain li-
censes, have the right insurance, obtain the permits, and permissions to do what we do.
We strive to provide training, not just for display personnel, but also for the Fire Depart-
ments, Fire Marshals, and other professionals who cannot get this specialized informa-
tion elsewhere.

We respectfully submit our request before the Commission, in our ongoing commitment
to be good stewards of the community, our club, the property we operate on, and to
promote and preserve our tradition, our industry, and our history.

I am very hopeful that the Commission will approve this Special Use Permit for the Mid-
Atlantic Pyrotechnics Arts Guild. We have gone the extra mile; we have expended much
money; we have found a property that suits our needs and meets all applicable regula-
tions; and we do wish to support Orange County, Virginia, which is the home for our
Club.

545 New Bowers Road, Lexingtomn, NT 27292



HALE ARTIFICIER, INC.

FIREWORKS AND PYROTECHNICS

Since the inception of the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnics Arts Guild, | have supported the
Club in many aspects. | have donated much in the way of expertise, materials, equip-
ment. As a Certified Trainer, | have taken the time to come present seminars, give class-
es, and promote the safe operation of the workings of a fireworks program. | have pro-
vided the fireworks for the display we have held for the Orange County Fire Department.
There are not many places in the United States where we can have an outlet for fire-
works people to gather, share information, have a place to bring our families, and con-
tinue to teach our craft, and to be able to use fireworks in a safe and legal environment.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeff Hale

President

Hale Artificier, Inc.

545 New Bowers Road
Lexington, NC
336-247-2212
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Kurt Lacko
205 Hemlock Lane
Springfield, PA 19064

May 26, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Ms. Thornton:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a public comment to the Orange County Planning Commission
on the Special Use Application by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnics Art Guild, inc. (MAPAG)

I have been engaged in hobbyist fireworks for more than 15 years and studied amateur high-powered
rocketry even longer. Both hobbies require attention to safety and detail. I've attended numerous
MAPAG events in Orange County VA. The study of pyrotechnics can take a person to many interesting
places and I always look forward to my visits to Orange County.

As a retired law enforcement professional | am very familiar with the responsibilities that come with the
discharge of display fireworks. | was part of the volunteer pyro crew that set up and fired the display for
the Orange Volunteer Fire Company (OVFC) last June. | intend to continue providing that assistance

when we are called upon in the future.

I sincerely hope you find sufficient justification to approve MAPAG’s application. We will be good
stewards of this opportunity. Thank you for your consideration.

With Regards,

/,7 _//_{/; -,...-.
f‘f’j 4 r_‘/.é/ _

Kurt Lacko
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Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

May 24, 2020

Dear Ms. Thornton:

l have been in immersed in fireworks for over 20 years, the last ten professionally. MAPAG has been a
strong advocate and help in the pursuit of American fireworks capability.

As a professional firework display operator, | find MAPAG most helpful in providing support,
camaraderie, information on new developments in the field, and access to new devices for shoots and
safety.

| have in the past provided instruction and help in furthering hobby fireworks enthusiasts and offer safe
and timely information to my peers. We at MAPAG look for the promulgation of safe, spectacular
fireworks to further the stewardship of pyro knowledge to the next generation.

Please help keep the spirit of American ingenuity and invention alive by supporting MAPAG’s request for
a place to pursue their love of fireworks and the art of making illuminations.

If MAPAG and their like cousins die from bureaucratic fears, we will be dependent on Chinese product
for years in the future. Please help us keep this from happening.

Sincerely,
{
Woltle! W aff Gt
William Wayt Gibbs
MAPAG member for 5 years
40 Woodlee Rd

Staunton, Va 24401
540-292-9234
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:44 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land,

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: villageroad @verizon.net <villageroad @verizon.net>

Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 10:20 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: Jim crozier <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land,

TO: Planning Commission
RE: SUP 20-01

POSITION: Oppose

Date: May 29,2020

| understand that SUP 20-01 was presented to the Planning Commission on May 21 and which is outlined as

follows: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has applied for a Special Use Permit to discharge fireworks at Tax Map
Parcel 61-32 which contains 127.544 acres and is zoned Agriculture (A). The property is owned by Cardinal Garden &
Gun, LLC and is located on Woolfolk Lane. The parcel is desighated Agricultural 2 on the Recommended Future Land Use
Map in the Orange County Comprehensive Plan. The request is pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code Sec. 70-303 (23)
— Uses permitted by special use permit, “Pyrotechnics testing/manufacturing on a parcel 50 acres or greater in size.”

| am a resident of Unionville, VA (Orange County) and am writing to express my fierce opposition to the SUP 20-01 for
many reasons, including those outlined below:

1. Noise--these are very loud, large Fireworks. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our
County which has no Noise Ordinance at this time.

2. Excessive--28 days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and No Limit on number of
attendees, is excessive and unfair to community members.

3. Rural area--Fireworks and large group Camping/Partying are Commercial uses incompatible with farmers
raising livestock and residents enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned Agricultural.

Such a SUP would set dangerous precedent in Orange County and for parcels designated as Ag2 or even commercial or
otherwise.



For anyone living in Orange County, Louisa County, this noise would be overwhelming for the residents and would be in
opposition to the my rights as a homeowner to “quiet enjoyment” of my property. If this SUP proceeds, civil law suits
against the propoent may ensue as permitted under the law, including other legal actions.

| have particularly experienced a resident in my neighborhood shooting a gun with special gun powder that sounds like a
cannon when shot. This has happened on multiple occasions and it was so excessively loud, that it made my windows
vibrate! I called the Sheriff's Department whom had received numerous complaints from neighbors about this
shooting. Permitting SUP 20-01 to proceed would encourage this resident and others to continue to use such
explosives.

Allowing SUP 20-01 to proceed would only encourage other residents to explode pyrotechnics on their own causing
undue noise and harm to residents, their livestock and other animals.

Please vote against SUP 20-01.

Sincerely,
Jacque Johnson
Resident and homeowner, Unionville (Orange County), Virginia

Jacque Johnson
202/255-5319 (cell)
villageroad @verizon.net
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:56 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Reference: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Kenny White <kwc2ladv@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 2:46 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Reference: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Ms. Thornton,

| understand the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has applied for a permit to launch fireworks from their property on
Grasty Rd.. My home is right across the Pamunky river from their site, | estimate about a mile as the crow flies. | realize
that the approval of this permit is subject to the counties analysis of many factors, including public support/opposition.
Personally | would support the approval knowing that the county would have reasonable limitations on how late they could
operate.

If there are additional steps needed for me to express my opinion on this subject please let me know.
Sincerely,

Kenny White

16232 Marquis Rd.

Orange, Va. 22960
Cell 540.847.1643



7209 Rapidan Road
Rapidan, VA 22733
May 28, 2020

DELIVERED BY E-MAIL

Orange County Planning Commission
c/o Planning Services

128 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re:  SUP Application 20-01 .
Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Sirs:

We are writing to oppose the grant of a Special Use Permit to Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic
Arts Guild for the exploitation of an Agricultural property near Lahore.

The regular explosion of fireworks in the Agricultural zone during the months of good
weather would force county residents to bear the costs of loud noise, additional traffic, and
reduced property values without offering Orange County any substantial economic benefits in
terms of employment, visitors’ expenditure, or improved tax base. In fact, permitting the
proposed use in perpetuity would damage the county and its residents in several clear
economic ways:

1. The value of properties within earshot of explosions—which would last for up to 10
hours per day on 28 days during the seven months of good outdoor weather—will fall.
That hurts local landowners and reduces the county’s tax base.

2. The possibility that the county would grant other perpetual SUPs for similar activity at
other locations will damage the value of all properties throughout the Agricultural zone.

3. The county’s reputation as a desirable rural destination for weddings and other events
that do produce significant income for county residents will be damaged. That hurts
local businesses such as event venues, tent and equipment rental companies, hotels and
other lodging, and caterers, and the harm to their businesses also reduces county
revenues.

Within just the last few years, the Board of Supervisors has unanimously rejected a
zoning amendment to permit mass camping (“glamping”) in the Agricultural zone. The activity
contemplated by this SUP application covers not only mass camping, but even more disruptive



activity. The application couples mass camping with much louder noises that will carry to more
properties in a wider radius than camping alone would affect.

If the Planning Commission were to give this application serious consideration, the
permitting process would have to involve the development of a workable set of requirements
to implement the minimal restrictions to which the application refers. The Commission also
would have to consider whether and how county officials would be able to enforce any
limitations on this activity, which the applicant expects to continue on this property in
perpetuity.

The applicant says that it has successfully conducted its activities on the site for years
with event permits. That arrangement should be continued. The burden of issuing permits for
the events or a bundle of permits for a season is a small price to pay for the ability that event
permitting provides to monitor activities and react to any legitimate objections from local
residents.

Yours sincerely,

Anna May

Gregory May



Monday, May 25th, 2020
Good Day, Ms. Thornton,

My name is Bob Sarka, age 59, residing at 19 Woods Road, in Islip Terrace New York, a small
hamlet of about 5400 residents in central Long Island. I currently work for Verizon, and have been
employed by them and their previous incarnations for over 39 years. I am writing to you today
concerning the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild SUP 20-01 that is coming up for a vote on June 4,
2020.

I am a charter member in MAPAG since its creation in late 2012, and before that was a member of
the Crackerjacks fireworks club, which has a long time presence in Orange County. My personal history
with fireworks goes back to when [ was 5 years old, and Dad and I would shoot bottle rockets and
firecrackers in the back yard. Sometimes he would shoot a pretty colorful item, and it was those that I
was most fascinated with. "How do they do that?' To the kid in'me, it was magic.

When I was 29 I joined the PGI (Pyrotechnics Guild International), a major fireworks organization
that has thousands of members worldwide. I was seeking better information on fireworks in general,
and these folks pointed me in the right direction - join a club!

The Crackerjacks is a wonderful club, but it wasn't filling my need to be creative as they are not a
manufacturing club. I was thrilled when MAPAG came about - finally I could work safely alongside
other talented enthusiasts, as well as other folks new to the firework hobby, each of us pooling our
knowledge and taking away something to pass down to future generations. As most all fireworks are
mass-produced in China, it has become something of a lost art now, and I feel all of our members are
contributing to keeping alive these techniques.

As [ live in a State that is not fireworks-friendly, and building your own fireworks here is forbidden, 1
travel to Orange County multiple times during the year to camp out, spend quality time with friends,
enjoy the fabulous meals, and build and shoot some of the best fireworks you will see. It is an
extremely satisfying experience all around, and I will treasure these moments forever.

In closing, I just want to say thank you to the planning commission for considering the application. I do
support its approval, and please know that ! will do my part in making sure that the property is kept
clean of debris. I always say, treat it like you own the place!

Take care, and I look forward to the vote on June 4.

Respectfully,

Robert J. Sarka
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May 27, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild.
Dear Ms. Thornton & Planning Commission:

Thank you for allowing me to provide public comment on the Special Use Permit
application from Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild, Inc.

My company, Randy Hovey Construction, (RHC) has worked on the Woolfolk Lane
property since it was acquired by Mr. & Mrs. Hostetter in early 2019. We were hired by
the Hostetter’s to restore the property to working condition. We began our work with a
property that was neglected and not maintained for years.

We have removed more than a hundred fallen trees and spent well over 250 hours
using our forestry mulching equipment to reclaim the fence lines and remove the
overgrowth in the pastures. We have taken down a fallen in barn, replaced damaged
culverts and worked on the farm lane. RHC had equipment and staff on site for more
than 4 months to complete this work.

| offer this information to you in hopes that you will favorably consider approving the
Special Use Permit application. The property owners have taken significant steps to
improve the functionality and appearance of the property. It stands to reason that they
will be equally responsible with a Special Use permit if granted same.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my input.

Sincerely,

Randy Hovey

ECEIVE
MAY 29 2020

BY:__




I have provided fireworks displays at Kings Dominion for several years and have worked with
the fire departments and fire marshals in that area, all of which are looking forward to having the
opportunity of professional training that MAPAG has to offer. There are many fire departments
in other localities that have shown interest in MAPAG’s firework fraining for their continuing
education, such as the classes we offer to the Orange County fire department.

In conclusion, we hope that Orange County will look favorably on this Special Use Permit
request.

Sincerely,

Sindosphd. Ol g2

Lynn Zagrod (540-270-9563)
Steve Zagrod (703-963-8722)
7441 Highgate Lane
Bealeton, VA 22712
Lynnz1234@hotmail.com
Stevez1234(wyvahoo.com



Gregory W. Bryson
101 Washington Avenue
Elkton, MD 21921

May 27, 2020

Ms. Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear: Ms. Thornton, Orange County Planning Comm, Board of Supervisors

Thank you for allowing public comments on MAPAG's SUP application. |
live in Elkton, MD, once known as the Fireworks Capital of the USA. Elkton,
MD has a rich history in pyrotechnic materials. The manufacturing base in
Elkton was critical in our nation’s war efforts in WW I Literally overnight
our fireworks plants were converted into making munitions.

After the war, the plants returned to making consumer fireworks. Once
trade relations with China were normalized, the plants started to close in
the mid 70's Today nearly all fireworks in the USA are Made in China.

MAPAG represents something unique. The club preserves the pyrotechnic
arts, It may sound unusual but some people are passionate about fireworks
and what they represent. We need clubs like MAPAG to preserve this
knowledge.

In my professional capacity, | am the Svc. Dept. Manager for an industrial
woodworking machine company. | am also a licensed pyrotechnician in the
State of Maryland. Shooting community displays is what | do to give back.
There's little money in display fireworks but there is a great deal of personal
satisfaction delivering a 4™ of July display to small town America. Clubs like
MAPAG offer people like me a place to learn and improve their skills. Thank
you for consider their application and my comments.

Sincerely,

Greg Bryson | ECEIVE
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AMERICAN [ FIREWORKS

Since 1902

May 26, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Sandra,

My name is Roberto Sorgi and | own and operate American Fireworks Company. Our company
has been in business for over 115 years and | am honored to represent the 5%
generation. Annually, we produce over 550 special events and wholesale over 30,000 cases of
product throughout the country. We currently have two facilities in Virginia that we have been
operating for over 30 years.

I am writing to you today not to talk about our company, but the amazing educational group that
Orange County, Virginia is fortunate enough to have. Over the years my company has worked
for, and with, the Mid Atlantic Pyrotechnics Arts Guild. The MAPAG group is comprised of some
of the nation’s most talented fireworks artists in the country. They have built and produced some
of the most intricate products the industry has ever seen. One of the unique things about the
MAPAG group, is the education first aspect of the organization. By granting the Club a special
use permit application, the guild will continue their efforts to train, educate and promote the
safety and tradition of the American Pyrotechnics industry. An industry that is completely
comprised of family owned and operated businesses.

In closing, all | can ask and hope is that you and the Commission look at this applicant with an
open eye. The MAPAG organization is a large piece of the greatest American tradition. A
tradition that brings all people together no matter race or religion to celebrate this great nation
and so much more. If you have any questions at all, we would love to answer them. We truly
ask that you grant this permit so that MAPAG can continue their work in promoting the safety
and legacy of the Pyrotechnic industry!

heges ECEIVE
Roberto Sorgi MAY 2 9 2020

Owner — National Sales Manager BY:

Michigan « Ohio « Virginia « West Virginia
Headquarters — 7041 Darrow Road « P.O. Box 1447 « Hudson, Ohio 44236

Phone 330-650-1776 « Fax 330-653-9030
www.americanfireworks.com



25 May 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Reference: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG)
Dear Ms. Thornton,

My name is Lynn Zagrod. My husband, Steve Zagrod, and I have been residents of Fauquier
County for 40 years and native Virginians. We have been members of the Mid-Atlantic
Pyrotechnics Arts Guild (MAPAG) since it’s inception and 1 serve as Treasurer. My husband
and I are members of 5 different fireworks clubs with MAPAG being the club where we devote
most of our time.

My husband and I are both Licensed Pyrotechnicians in Virginia and provide the Warrenton
Town display and the Great Meadows display. We have been involved in organized fireworks
clubs and shooting displays throughout Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington DC and Virginia
for the last 10+ years. I was the responsible “Lead Shooter” for the fireworks display at the
Orange Volunteer Fire Company Fair Display.

My husband has owned an HVAC business for over 24 years and is a Class A licensed
mechanical contractor. Iretired from the Federal Government in 2005 after 32 years of civil
service. Seventeen of those years was at Vint Hill Farms Station and my final position was with
the CIA. I was the Director of Acquisition for Communications for the CIA. Ireturned back to
work as a contractor for an additional 13 years until full retirement in 2018. I possess a Master’s
Degree in Managerial Leadership.

As you can see, fireworks play a huge part in our lives. We appreciate the clubs that we belong
to because of their focus on safety. MAPAG is a unique club as it teaches new hobbyists, not
only how to construct fireworks, but the chemical composition and the results that can be
achieved, focusing on the safety required when working with such composites.

Our goal in supporting fireworks is to preserve and teach the younger generation the art of
fireworks and the enjoyment resulting from such beauty. When I think of freedom and the
American Dream, I first think of the celebration with fireworks that light up the sky with such
amazement. Building and shooting such beauty that everyone can enjoy bring much pleasure not
only to me and my friends, but any one that sees, hears and smells the wonder that is fireworks.

Being able to enjoy the fellowship with our members and friends in our own neighborhood is
definitely an added bonus to enjoying the friendly community and beautiful countryside that
Orange County has to offer. We have been shooting fireworks in Orange County for more than
10 years and have supported the local economy when camping four nights a month from April

through October each year.
ECEIVE
MAY 29 2020

BY:
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Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:58 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Proposed SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Owner <cathad13@hotmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 9:02 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Proposed SUP

Attention Planning Commission:

As a resident of the Lahore section of Orange County, | strongly oppose granting the requested Special Use Permit to the
Maryland based fireworks club. Some obvious reasons for this opposition include:

1. Excessive noise, not only to residents, but livestock

2. No restrictions or limits on number of hours or days or people attending.

3. In this rural and agriculturally zoned community, fireworks and large groups of partying individuals is not compatible
with the raising of livestock and bucolic setting of this type of community.

I respectfully request that the SUP be denied.

Catherine Smith



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:00 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Steven Brooks <steven@gastonhall.us>

Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 10:06 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>; James Collins <collins.james.c@icloud.com>; Monte & Darby Gingery
<jmgingery@gingery.net>; dlperdue riverlyproperties.com <dlperdue@riverlyproperties.com>

Subject: Fireworks SUP

To the Orange County Planning Commission:

| am writing to urge you to deny the application of the Fireworks Club for a Special Use Permit with respect to the 127
acres specified.

Unfortunately, the process you are involved in seems to be a never-ending testing of our county’s land use rules by
outside interests.

The long and short of the situation is: the applicants purchased the land near Lahore Road with a full understanding of
its Ag 1 status; their strategy clearly assumed that they would be able to manipulate the SUP process in order to achieve
a level of use incompatible with the stated Ag 1 standards. They are counting, in other words, upon your lack of
diligence and your willingness to bend the rules whenever asked.

We have seen this before, exemplified by the glamping and paramilitary training attempts, not to mention the recent
Dollar General case.

It is imperative that we remain, as a county, committed to our land use standards, which are the product of much
thought and many considered trade-offs.

If allowed, the current application will send a clear signal to a succession of further attempts to subvert our established
rules.

The Planning Commission has lately run the risk of making itself irrelevant to our governance, its recommendations
routinely overruled by the Board of

Supervisors. Its lack of critical review, if continued, suggests that perhaps there is little need for the PC’s existence; we
do not need nor can we afford to have an official body functioning as a rubber stamp for every novel use, however
outlandish, which comes down the pike, usually from out of state.

1



The specific objections to the proposed Fireworks Camp are too obvious to belabor: unlimited occupancy, excessive

noise, neighborhood impact...
Until we manage to put clear, precautionary standards, such as a noise ordinance, in place, open-ended SUPs must be

denied.
I am confident the Board of Supervisors understand the objections to the application and the potential that its grant will

send exactly the wrong signals to the next sponsor of a great new idea for our county. It would be encouraging to
believe that the Planning Commission is capable of similar judgement and foresight.
Thank you for your attention and thoughtful consideration.

Respectfully,

Steven Brooks
Somerset, Virginia



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:03 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

I’'m not certain that the message below in response to a comment emailed by a county property owner constitutes an
official public comment - Eric?

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: James Gingery <jmgingery@gingery.net>

Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 11:12 AM

To: Steven Brooks <steven@gastonhall.us>

Cc: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>; Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>; James Collins
<collins.james.c@icloud.com>; dlperdue riverlyproperties.com <diperdue@riverlyproperties.com>

Subject: Re: Fireworks SUP

Well said, We agree!

(Apologies —as Typed or Dictated on a iPhone)

Monte Gingery

Gingery Development Group
1001 Rockville Pike

Suite 503

Rockville, Maryland USA 20852
1+301-424-3600 (o)
1+301-294-7910 (f)
1+301-529-2382. (m)
imginge ingery.net

On May 30, 2020, at 10:06 AM, Steven Brooks <steven@gastonhall.us> wrote:

To the Orange County Planning Commission:



I am writing to urge you to deny the application of the Fireworks Club for a Special Use Permit with
respect to the 127 acres specified.

Unfortunately, the process you are involved in seems to be a never-ending testing of our county’s land
use rules by outside interests.

The long and short of the situation is: the applicants purchased the land near Lahore Road with a full
understanding of its Ag 1 status; their strategy clearly assumed that they would be able to manipulate
the SUP process in order to achieve a level of use incompatible with the stated Ag 1 standards. They are
counting, in other words, upon your lack of diligence and your willingness to bend the rules whenever
asked.

We have seen this before, exemplified by the glamping and paramilitary training attempts, not to
mention the recent Dollar General case.

It is imperative that we remain, as a county, committed to our land use standards, which are the product
of much thought and many considered trade-offs.

If allowed, the current application will send a clear signal to a succession of further attempts to subvert
our established rules.

The Planning Commission has lately run the risk of making itself irrelevant to our governance, its
recommendations routinely overruled by the Board of

Supervisors. lts lack of critical review, if continued, suggests that perhaps there is little need for the PC’s
existence; we do not need nor can we afford to have an official body functioning as a rubber stamp for
every novel use, however outlandish, which comes down the pike, usually from out of state.

The specific objections to the proposed Fireworks Camp are too obvious to belabor: unlimited
occupancy, excessive noise, neighborhood impact...

Until we manage to put clear, precautionary standards, such as a noise ordinance, in place, open-ended
SUPs must be denied.

| am confident the Board of Supervisors understand the objections to the application and the potential
that its grant will send exactly the wrong signals to the next sponsor of a great new idea for our

county. It would be encouraging to believe that the Planning Commission is capable of similar
judgement and foresight.

Thank you for your attention and thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully,

Steven Brooks
Somerset, Virginia



Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:05 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Special Use Permit 20-01

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Billy Brockman <rockabillybrockman@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 3:53 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Special Use Permit 20-01

To whom it may concern,

| would like to voice my intense opposition to Special Use Permit 20-01, currently being considered by the Orange
County Board of Supervisors. Although | now live in the town of Louisa, | grew up in Orange and the Lahore area was
home to the majority of my ancestors and many of my relatives still live there. This SUP proposal is simply totally
inappropriate for that area or any rural area in Orange County. | urge you to reject this Special Use Permit!

Billy Marshall Brockman

Billy Brockman

(540)406-2735
https://iwww.facebook.com/Billy-Brockman-625675104220722/

BILLY BROCKMAN

[E siLiy srockman

Rockabhitlybrockman@gmail.com




Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:11 AM

To: A Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Regarding the SUP application by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Art Guild

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Liz Dole <blklabvet@aol.com>

Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 9:36 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: blklabvet@aol.com

Subject: Regarding the SUP application by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Art Guild

To the Planning Commission:

We are aware of the application for a Special Use Permit (SUP) by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild before the
Orange County Planning Commission. As residents of Lahore Road in Orange County, our farm is located only 5 miles
from the land on which this activity would take place. We cannot voice our opposition to this SUP strongly enough!

We do not want to have fireworks being shot off for a four day weekend every month right down the road from our
home. The noise from these fireworks would be disturbing to both us and the animals who live on our farm. It would be
impossible to monitor and regulate the noise levels generated by these fireworks as there is no Noise Ordinance for
Orange County. Can you imagine having four consecutive days of fireworks going off near your home every month?
During that time period, it would not allow us the peaceful and agricultural use of our land. This is inherently unfair to
residents who live and pay taxes here for that country living quality of life.

The SUP also seeks permission for unlimited numbers of club members and guests to dry camp in RVs on thelr land
during these weekend events. Lahore Road is already used by many as a cut through road between Routes 20 and 522.
We are constantly cleaning up garbage thrown from cars in front of our farm. Having large numbers of RVS driving up
and down Lahore road would only cause more traffic and safety issues for its residents.

Please listen to the local year-round residents of Orange County who live near this property and deny this proposed SUP.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth A Dole, DVM

20745 Lahore Road
Orange, VA 22960



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:12 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
Jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: To the planning commission of Orange County

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Anthony Farone <thehandiestman@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 9:41 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: To the planning commission of Orange County

To the planning commission of Orange County

My wife and | moved to Orange because it was a small quite community. We have a small farm on Lahore rd and love
our country setting. We love to sit on our front porch and have coffee and tea in the morning. We also enjoy the sunsets
at the end of the day with out the big city nosies. There is more than enough traffic now, because Lahore rd is a cut
through from route 20 to route 522. Many people use Lahore as a short cut to get to lake Anna.

What are fears are, is that if you grant this Special use permit (SUP) for the Mid-Atlantic pyrotechnic art guild. Not only
will there be an increase in the traffic, more noise from the fireworks and what my be worse is the increase possibility of
transient crime of opportunity.

In addition to those possibilities, are farm seems to be just a “Happy meal distance “ from the fast food restaurants. |
can only imagine how much more trash we as well as our neighbors will be cleaning out of the rain ditches.

I am sure they can find another parcel of land, that is zoned for this type of park. | bought this farm thinking it was my
forever home, and so far it has been. Please do not consider approval for this permit.

Thank you
Anthony Farone

20745 Lahore road

Sent from my iPad



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:06 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Marta Yahoo <mmbuzz@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 10:59 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks

Dear Planning Commission,

I am writing to you to request that you do not permit a fireworks club to become ensconced in Orange County. Such an
enterprise is not consistent with the makeup and nature of our community. We are a rural community with a strong
tourist industry that includes outdoor recreation, historical sites, wine tasting and wedding venues. People are
attracted to Orange County because of our natural beauty, serenity and offerings. One can hike in the morning and
enjoy fine dining that same evening. Fireworks don’t fit the picture. Please keep your eye on the prize and do not
jeopardize our appeal. The pandemic has presented us all with challenges please do not add to the challenges facing our
tourist industries inOrange County.

Thank you.
MartaBuzzelli

6402 Scuffletown Rd.
Somerset



Tracey Newman

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

= = ———————————=

Sandra Thornton

Monday, June 1, 2020 11:08 AM

Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

FW: Proposed SUP Fireworks on Ag land vote June 4

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: rivandale@gmail.com <rivandale@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 12:15 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Proposed SUP Fireworks on Ag land vote June 4

Dear Planning Commission,

This is a terrible idea! Why don't the applicants do this in their own state of Texas?

The noise, safety and intrusion on Orange county residents, and in particular farms, is certainly not compatible

with land zoned Agricultural.

Noise--these are very loud, large Fireworks. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our County which
has no Noise Ordinance. 28 days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and No Limit on
number of atiendees, is excessive and unfair to community members and tax paying residents of Orange.

Fireworks and large group Camping/Partying are Commercial uses incompatible with farmers raising livestock for a living
and residents enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned Agricultural 1.

Please do not approve this SUP.

Respectfully submitted,

Jasmine Warren
5290 Ridge Road
Somerset, VA



Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:09 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Objection to SUP 20-01

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: holladaycary <holladaycary@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 5:19 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>; Teel Goodwin (external) <teel.goodwin@comcast.net>
Subject: Objection to SUP 20-01

Dear Ms Thornton and Mr Goodwin,

Allowing a pyrotechnics group to use Orange County land will cause misery, disruption, and danger. Fireworks
can be heard for miles. The terrible noise and the bursts of light will be ruinous to residents' peace, sleep, and
safety. And this group could test them for hours a day! It would be like a war zone. It is a horrible proposal.
Please vote NO on SUP 20-01.

Sincerely,

Cary Holladay and John Bensko

Rapidan

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 22:33:52 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Comment for SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 10:33:39 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Goldsmith, David

To: sthornton@orangecountyva.gov

To: Ms. Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street
Orange, VA 22960

From: David Goldsmith
10 Fairbanks Court
Fredericksburg, VA 22405

| have been a member of MAPAG for about 5 years. | joined them in the summer of 2015. | had an interest in
fireworks and found out about the club through a news article. 1 live in southern Stafford County so the club
is conveniently just down the road for me. | have had an interest in fireworks for years but being in Virginia,

had stayed with approved fountains for any July 4t displays our family did in the street in front of our house.

| joined the club because | had an interest in learning how to make fireworks, not just set them off. Fireworks
is a lot like baking — you have to mix your ingredients correctly and follow recipes in order to get good resuits
for your components. And then there is an artistry in properly building and assembling the fireworks so they
perform as expected.

I am currently on the Board of Directors for MAPAG, serving as the 2" vice-President. | attend most of the
club’s monthly meetings April through October unless | am out of town. My family will often come out as
well in the evenings when we do displays of our efforts and sometimes they camp out as well. | am a System
Engineer working for an IT Security training company and have been with them for 18 years.

| have taken the Pyrotechnics Guild International (PDI) Display Operators Course (DOC) twice when it has
been offered by our club. This is a course that is the basis of many states pyrotechnician licensing program. |
have assisted with our monthly displays almost every time we have a permit, sometime to my family’s
dismay. 1 work with a local pyrotechnic company to help setup and shoot commercial displays as well. Last
year, our club offered the PGI DOC course in conjunction with the Orange Volunteer Fire Company and we did
a fireworks show for their carnival last June.

Local fireworks building clubs, such as MAPAG, help to pass on knowledge learned thru generations of
firework builders. By keeping the interest alive and passing on the information and skills, we help keep an
American tradition going. Having suitable areas where we can practice the art and science of fireworks is a
necessary requirement. | would ask that the Orange County Planning Commission please support our SUP
application.

Thank you,

[N _A AW

David Goldsmith

Page 1 of 1



Dear Ms. Thornton,

I have been involved with fireworks in Orange Co. for the past 30 years. It has been a delight to
come and share my passion of firewoks these past years. I have made friends and interacted with
the Orange Co. community.

I am retired now but I worked for Xerox as a technician and have supported Orange Co. and
other surrounding counties through my career.

I am a founding member of MAPAG and have served as an officer of the board for two terms as
Secretary. I currently work for American fireworks but have worked for Patriotic fireworks,
Rozzi fireworks and Fireworks Extravaganza. I have broad experiance with many different
types fireworks shows.

In the past I have supported Lake of the Woods and Mine Run fire departments with a gifts from
the Kathern B Clagett Charitable Trust I administer as trustee with my sisters.

I want to thank Orange Co. for allowing me the opportunity to safely learn fireworks, engage
other peers to exchange pyro knowledge and persearve the art of fireworks.

Please keep this American tradition alive and support MAPAG's request of the special use
permit so we can continue to pursue our love of fireworks and presearve the art for generations to
come.

Sincerly,

Hugh C Clagett Jr.
297 Forest Springs Dr.
Stuarts Draft, Va.
24477

540-337-0150
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Tom Rebenklau
25 Auburndale Heights
Bridgewater, MA 02324
May 28, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear: Ms Thornton & Orange County Planning Commission

My name is Tom Rebenklau and | live in Bridgewater, MA. | am a proud member
of the club and respectfully ask that you consider granting their SUP request. I'd
like to share a little bit about myself and the reasons | support the club.

| am 73 years old, retired at age 57. After completing vocational school, which I'm
very proud of, | spent 39 years working as a machinist and tool maker. Mostly
custom cutting tools at the start. in later years | was tasked with creating custom
hand held surgical instruments. | am somebody that stood on his feet all day.

Cathy my wife was a second grade school teacher. Unfortunately, she passed
away from cancer 12 years ago. We were soulmates. During our marriage we
were fortunate enough to live below our means. We saved for retirement and
now | can do a little travel and pursue my hobbies.

It was the love of my job and the precision it required that drew me into
fireworks. I’'ve enjoyed this hobby all of my adult life. | started this journey in
1979. While it’s a 10 hour drive to Virginia, I’'m happy make the journey to Orange
County. I'd say 50% of my enjoyment is from the fireworks, the balance is the
fellowship we have in the club. It truly is my family from far away.

| hope you understand what a treasure this club is and what it represents. Please
consider approving their application.

Tom Rebenklau ECEIVE:

Dlgwon LM, JUN 01 2020

BY:

———




DONALD CORNISH
1303 Tripp Road

Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Email: Phone: 919 933-7427

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

May 28, 2020

To the Orange County Planning Commission:

| am writing to you to support the Special Use Permit that has been requested by MAPAG, The
Mid-Atlantic Pyro Arts Guild. | have been a member of MAPAG, as well as Crackerjacks (also in
Virginia) and PGl, The Pyrotechnics Arts Guild, an international fireworks organization, for the
past 10 years. But | have been a life-long hobbyist interested in building and shooting fireworks
in a safe and controlled manner for the past 60 years, since | was a young boy.

Although | live in Orange County, North Carolina, MAPAG is the closest fireworks club to my
home. So I travel 4 hours each way one weekend a month in my camper to come to Virginia for
the MAPAG get-togethers. And while | ‘shoot’, my wife shops. All over Orange!

My initial exposure to fireworks was in Great Neck, NY and then in Connecticut. Throughout my
professional life, | worked for the State of Connecticut as an auditor/accountant, and retired to
North Carolina where | spent several years as a farmer, marketing my produce at several local
farmers’ markets.

It was in my retirement that | was able to indulge my love of creating and building my own
fireworks. It is through the fellowship of MAPAG and my other organizational affiliations that |
developed my skills and learned techniques that enabled me to create beautiful fireworks in a
safe environment. Through my training at MAPAG and PG|, | learned to be extremely conscious
of safety and to avoid doing things that might be dangerous.

MAPAG is one of the few pyrotechnics organizations that supports ‘builders’ rather than just
‘shooters’, something that is irreplaceable to me. As a member of MAPAG, | participate in
building fireworks, sharing my knowledge as well as learning new techniques, cooking for the
community meals, attending meetings, helping with site cleanup, helping keep the storage area




in order, and contributing extra materials to the group. | also contribute to its financial support.
I value the friendships that | have made with other members of the organization and enjoy
sharing with them at our meetings--a fellowship of pyros.

MAPAG is an organization that has a history and a fine track record for safety and being a good
neighbor. We have spent many productive years together at our prior location, and will
certainly miss it. However, we are looking forward to the opportunity to help shape the new
property to meet our particular needs. We are good stewards of the club and take our
responsibilities very seriously. And | am certain that we will be good neighbors in our new
location. Just give us the opportunity to prove it. It will be our pleasure to treat our new
neighbors to beautiful art painted in the sky!

| appreciate that the Planning Commission is considering our request that will enable our
organization to continue the good work it has been doing. We respectfully request your
approval of our Special Use Permit.

Feel free to contact me at 919 619-6694.

Thank you for your consideration,

E o oL W

Donald Cornish



Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Ms. Thornton,

My name is Jeff Doty and | have been a member of MAPAG for several years. This
letter is a respectful request that a SUP be issued to MAPAG.

Perhaps | should start by giving you some background information on myself. | have a
BS degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Rochester in Rochester, NY.
While | am currently employed by General Electric Precision Healthcare, previously |
owned and operated a fireworks manufacturing company called Pearl Pyrotechnics in
western New York State. | continue to make fireworks as a hobbyist and I'm fully
licensed by the State of New York and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives.

| started my involvement in hobby fireworks in the 1980s. | was extremely fortunate to
meet a professional who was making fireworks for the Grucci family as well as for
Disney. He taught me a great deal about the proper and safe way to make fireworks.
Now it's my turn to pass on that knowledge to hobbyists. One of the venues for doing
that has been the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild. MAPAG'’s new site has enough
room to allow greater separation which is necessary for greater safety. The leadership
of MAPAG has, over the years, proven to me that they take the safety of their members
very seriously.
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By granting the SUP, you will be nurturing a very unique and safe group of hobbyists to
explore the beauty of fireworks.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

oy O

Jeffery M. Doty



Mr. Rick Olivieri
233 Lakeview Ave
Taunton, MA 02780-1108

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Ms. Thornton

| am writing to you today to provide a personal reference for the MAPAG organization, it's
members and it leadership, and to respectfully request your board accept the SUP 20-10.

| am from New England with business interests in Maryland. | am a pyro enthusiast and safety
leader in many organizations (as listed on my business card) , and typically travel 11 hours
From Boston to attend The MAPAG events. We have members from as far as South Carolina
and many other eastern states who attend, bringing commerce to the community. | am not an
officer of MAPAG but | know and respect them and hold them in the highest regard for their
ethics. | have been a member of the MAPAG almost since inception.

The organization conducts PGl certified safety training teaching enthusiasts in the safe
execution of both ground and aerial pyro. This is a safe place for members to learn the laws
and restrictions assisted with the hobby, and MAPAG has frequently offered training to local
fire and police in the region.

I support fireworks as an American tradition, enjoy the study of art, chemistry, fellowship and
design as | hold an Electrical Engineering degree from NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY.

| believe you will find no better stewards for the property than its current owners who will and
have in the past respected their community and neighbors. Therefore, | respectfully request
the OC Planning Commission support the SUP application 201-01

Reﬁé rds j
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5/27/20
SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Neil Middlesworth
48 Blue Ridge Terrace
Zion Crossroads, VA 22942

Licenses and Certificates:

-Central VA Class A General Contractor

-FAA Private Pilot and UAS (Unmanned Aircraft Systems) rated

-Bachelor of Science - Industrial Technology from APP State UNC

-Associate of Science - Aviation Management

-BATF Type 20 Explosives manufacturing license

-VSFMO Pyrotechnician Aerial license in Virginia

-PGI Certified shooter Safety Couse (MAPAG sponsored and open to the public)

-APA Certified Fireworks Safety Training

-PYROTECNICO Hazardous Material Training, DOT transport Security, Federal Regulation training.

Hobbies:
-Restoring old cars, motorcycle riding, aviation, scuba diving, sailing/boating, fishing, hunting, and volunteer
firework shows

To: Orange County Planning Commission:

[ am a neighboring county resident from Louisa and do a lot of travel in Orange County both business and
pleasure. Iam in support of approving the Special Use Permit 20-01 for the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic
Arts Guild (MAPAG) I am a small business owner and father of two daughters. It is difficult at times to
get to all the MAPAG club events due to the speed of life, but when we do, my family very much enjoys
the visits to Orange Co to view the fireworks that are made and shot at the MAPAG club events. The
Club is very safety minded; its President Dave Stoddard has a masterful amount of professional fireworks
experience and offers PGI safety courses to anyone that needs continual education training.

Each year I volunteer a substantial amount of my time towards designing, ordering and shooting the 4" of
July fireworks display at the Spring Creek Golf Course in Zion Crossroads VA. I am the lead licensed
person that works in conjunction with the Zion Crossroads VA Volunteer Fire Dept. to make this event
possible. Without my license this event would not be possible. Without the MAPAG club in Orange
County, I wouldn’t have been able to get the Federal and State licenses needed to be able to legally shoot
our community display. Every year a small group of volunteers are the only way this event has been able
to happen. Our community display is amazing; it offers a safe viewing environment and cuts down on
reckless backyard shooting of illegal fireworks.

This annual July 4th event has turned into popular community event with over a 700 locals from all over
attending; it raises money for the local Fire Dept. station as well. The event was at risk of being canceled
because of changes in state firework permit requirements and the authority having jurisdiction. Without
the help of MAPAG’s membership knowledge, training, monthly shoots experience, both ATF and VA
Fire Marshall Regulation requirements would be to cost prohibitive for us to put on this event each year.
The monthly shoots at MAPAG and the club existence are the only means I have to meet several

regulations, training and experience licensing requirements.
ECEIVE
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MAPAG is a local club in Orange County that is very unique. It brings together responsible members
from several states to safely build and shoot fireworks. There are only a handful of these pyrotechnic
clubs in the US. Orange County should embrace a club like MAPAG that “pays it forward” with positive
results that reach out and help communities like mine to put on firework events that would never be
possible financially or legally compliant otherwise, they teach safety and make some remarkable stuff!
The members understand that not all people like fireworks and the noise associated with them. We are
willing to work with the surrounding residents as much as reasonably possible so that our club may
continue to have meets in Orange Co. MAPAG has made my community July 4™ display a reality. I
support and urge you to please approve the “Special Use Permit” so that our club may continue.

Sincerely j —/2

Neil Middlesworth



Elise Lindquist
5915 Weston Lane
Crozet VA 22932

May 26 2020

Ms. Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Reference: SUP 20-01 - Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild Inc.
Dear Ms. Thornton:

Please allow this letter to serve as my request that the Orange County
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors favorably consider Mid-
Atlantic Pyrotechnics Arts Guild’s application for a Special Use Permit.
| have been volunteering as a firefighter with the Crozet Volunteer Fire
Company in Crozet, VA for 7 years now. At this moment | have taken
FF1 and FFll level firefighter training.

The reason for my interest in the Guild is their annual pyrotechnics
safety training course and it’s a convenient site to learn more about
fireworks. The course is the Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc.
Display Operator’s Certification training and it is held in cooperation
with the Orange Volunteer Fire Company. Orange County is the only
location in the State of Virginia that offers this safety training
program. | plan to attend the next class so that | may work towards
becoming a State of Virginia Licensed Pyrotechnician.

Orange County always offers some interesting things to do. | also
enjoy my visits to Skydive Orange! Thanks so much for considering my
request.

Sincerely

-

ECEIVE
JUN 01 2020
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Elise Lindquist




Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:13 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Cynthia Whitman <cynwhit@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 7:34 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Cc: Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>

Subject: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild SUP

Regarding SUP 20-01

A pyrotechnics group thinks having a legal permit for a Fireworks Club on land in Orange County, Virginia is a good
idea. Their own backyard is not suitable. An article in the Daily Progress dated July 3, 2016 indicates that they have been
conducting the activity in Orange County already.

By accepting this proposal you would open the campgrounds question again; allow noise disturbance in an agricultural
zone where people live and raise animals; invite increased traffic on rural roads and mix commercial concerns into the
agricultural and rural landscape.

Before accepting this proposal the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors should go to the current site to
witness the activity. The neighbors should be canvassed to determine how the activity affects their quality of life. In
addition an impact study could be conducted to evaluate how real estate values in the area would change.

Accepting this "special" use of agricultural land runs counter to good zoning practices. Strong zoning increases value.
Reasonable assurance of stasis through zoning attracts people to a desirable area to pursue a way of life.

A special interest group whose activities would diminish the quality of life and potentially the value of real estate in
Orange County should not be granted a Special Use Permit. Furthermore, if their activity to date has been unlawful,
appropriate action should be taken.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Whitman
11012 Rapidan Road
Orange, Virginia



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:15 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Orange Matters

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Barbara Cotton <bcotton01@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 8:17 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Orange Matters

To whom it may concern,

I am taking the time to write you because | am strongly apposed to Camping/Glamping/Fireworks SUP for the following
reasons:

Noise - Nobody wants to listen to this and it scares animals, ALL animals. Livestock, pets, and wild animals.
This is an excessive amount of time it is requesting. This would destroy peoples peace and quiet.

We live out in a rural area to enjoy our peace and quiet and for the safety of our animals. | am strongly against this and
hope it is turned down.

| hope people like me are being heard and will not be taken advantage of by this.
Please do the right thing.
Thank you

Barb Cotton 540-842-5302



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:16 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Proposed fireworks

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: virginia donelson <va_dance@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 9:28 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Proposed fireworks

Virginia Donelson
12384 Merriewood Drive
Somerset, Va. 2292

Dear Members of the Planning Commission:

Thank you for all the hours and work you put in to make Orange County a safe and vital place. I'm
writing to ask that you do not recommend the Fireworks Camp to the Board of Supervisors. | feel that
it would bring no significant boost to our economy while bringing a great deal of noise. And because
there in no noise ordinance in Orange county there would be no limit to the amount of times these
fireworks would be allowed to be shot off.

As it is, before the chaos of our current state with the Covid Pandemic we were subjected to loud rock
music from surrounding wedding venues, and while | SUPPORT GUN RIGHTS we are surrounded by
the sound of neighbors shooting targets on their property (even for several hours on Easter Sunday).

We live in a chaotic time. Please don't recommend bringing a business into our community that
would only add to the chaos. Let's enjoy fireworks once a year on July 4th for FREE at Montpelier,
once we return to happy days.

Many thanks again for your service to our county.

Sincerely,
Virginia Donelson



HARE FOREST FARM
PO Box 287
Orange, Virginia 22960

2 June 2020

Ms. S. Thornton
Orange County Government
Orange, Virginia 22960

Re:  Board of Supervisors Meeting — week of June 4: Special Use Permit for Overnight
RV Camping and Fireworks Display

I adamantly oppose the issuance of any Special Use Permit for this purpose.

Orange County is a rural, Virginia By-Way type rural agricultural community steeped in history
from former Presidents and even our Founders.

This Special Use Permit will create a “Deliverance” culture in our home area. There are many
historic properties, including ours, that make the Orange County side so appealing. Do not destroy
it by allowing this quasi-trailer park blight on our culture. The noise from fireworks displays will
have a major negative impact on our horse farm operation by frightening the young horses,

Hare Forest Farm is a 176 acre working horse farm. We bought it in 1984 out of a foreclosure
auction and have tried to restore it since that time. We employ 4 people, trade with local vendors
for hay, automobile/truck matters, feed from the Orange-Madison Co-op. We also employ local
veterinarians, farriers, and van companies.

In order to preserve the farm and its historic culture — designated by Virginia General Assembly
as the Birthplace of President Zachary Taylor — we have given up our development and subdivision
rights and placed the farm under a VOF Easement

Please do not destroy our way of life and that of our neighbors by allowing this RV Camper, trailer
park.

Very truly yours,

rd
7

Richard J. M. Poulson and Anne D. W. Poulson
Hare Forest Farm
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Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 1:11 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Proposed SUP allowing camping and fireworks

Another one that went into Junk email

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540)672-0164 (F)

From: barry mcnamara <barrymcnamara@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 2:59 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Proposed SUP allowing camping and fireworks

As a rate payer and owner of 5 properties in the Orange area | would like to register my strong oppaosition to this special
use permit.

Sincerely,

Barry McNamara

Lochiel Friesans Holdings LLC

Sent from Mail for Windows.10



7254 Scuffletown Rood, Somerset; VA 22972
Tel. 434-806-9901

June 1%, 2020
Our Ref. SUP — Fireworks/Camping

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street
Orange, VA 22960

For the Attention of Ms. S. Thornton

Dear Ms. Sandra Thornton,

Re: Objection to Special Use Permit for Fireworks Club

I am writing to voice my objection to the proposal for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow
Camping and Fireworks on Agricultural Land, as presented to the Planning Commission (PC).

My name is Michelle Collier, of 7254 Scuffletown Road, Somerset VA 22972. | have lived in
Orange County since 2004 and specifically chose this area for its rural character and quality of
life afforded to all its residents and visitors.

| feel very strongly that this special use permit would not be in keeping with the vision and
future development requirements of Orange County, as detailed in your plan and vision
statement:

“Sustain the rural character of Orange County while enhancing and improving the
quality of life for all its citizens.”

Nor, is it in keeping with the definition of use for Agricultural 1 (A1) Purpose or Definition, or
that you deem A1 as “Parcels containing soils considered by soil scientists as prime farmland.”
The approval of such special use permit would do nothing to protect the rural character, soil,
air, water and residents of Orange County. This special use permit would consent to pollution
on multiple levels through the repetitive use of fireworks in a localized area and the release of
billions of tiny toxic particles, the byproduct of spent fireworks. Fireworks do not just disappear
without a trace! The particulate matter left behind, suspended in air, represents a real threat
for people with asthma, COPD or multiple chemical sensitivity and can cause respiratory
problems. Long term exposure to particulate matter is associated not only with respiratory
disease, but also cardiovascular disease. | have included a reference chart [1] at the end for
your ease of reference.

How does Orange County propose as part of its due diligence to safeguard and monitor the
impact of these pollutants on the community should it see fit to approve this special use
permit?

Page 10of5



7254 Scunffletown Road, Somerset; VA 22972
Tel. 434-806-9901

To quote a study in the US, it was found that particulate concentrations increased by up to
370% in the 24 hours after an Independence Day firework display. The repetitiveness of this
special use permit is excessive. Based on the requested special use permit the allowance of 28
days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and no Limit on number of
attendees, is excessive and unfair to community members. Any consecutive day of fireworks,
knowing what we know about the increase in pollution from just one event is too much! In the
event, that the County approves this special use permit, will the County put in place a plan to
monitor the number of events to ensure that all safeguards for residents, livestock and our
mutual health is in place and that there are no violations to this special use permit?

Repetitive Firework fallout can also contaminate water supplies and residue on the ground can
be carried away by rain and end up in our lakes, rivers, or oceans.

What will be the liability for Orange County in regard the any adverse effects endured by its
residents or visitors that suffer due to inhalation of residual firework particulates or
contaminated water? Will the County increase its frequency testing of water and soil to ensure
swift remediation is taken to prevent negative impact to quality of health, crops, livestock and
all other flora and fauna?

In addition, we have the problem of noise pollution, which is a known issue with fireworks.
Fireworks can be loud, and the vibrations can travel far. Fireworks can exceed 140 decibels and
noise at 85 decibels or above can damage hearing. We can also argue the noise from fireworks
scares pets and wildlife like birds, livestock, etc. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to
regulate in Orange County which has no Noise Ordinance. Is the County going to put in place a
noise ordinance to protect its residents and visitors, should this special use permit be
approved? It would behoove the County as part of its due diligence to put the noise ordinance
in place prior to approval to remain in keeping with the County's vision and the stated
principles in their Plan.

Finally, in keeping with the plan and vision, we are a rural area. Repetitive Fireworks and large
group Camping/Partying are commercial uses incompatible with rural quality of life, farmers
raising livestock, residents and their visitors enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned
Agricultural 1. We also do not wish to increase the fire hazard to our community.

“Fireworks fire & injury facts - https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-
risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks

Fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires per year, including 1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle
fires, and 16,900 outside and other fires. These fires caused an average of three deaths, 40
civilian injuries, and an average of $43 million in direct property damage.

In 2017, U.S. hospital emergency rooms treated an estimated 12,900 people for fireworks
related injuries; 54% of those injuries were to the extremities and 36% were to the head.
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Children younger than 15 years of age accounted for more than one-third (36%) of the
estimated 2017 injuries. These injury estimates were obtained or derived from the Consumer
Product Safety Commission’s 2015 Fireworks Annual Report by Yongling Tu.

Source: NFPA’s Applied Research”

In your consideration of this special use permit, | ask that the County please seriously consider
the impact and effects of pollution on the air, water, soil and quality of life to Orange County
Residents, Visitors and the future vision we strive to achieve for our community.

Yours sincerely,
M. D. Colller

Michelle Collier
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1. Reference Chart

The Toxic Elements of Fireworks - Pick Your Poison

Toxic Element

Fireworks Usage

Toxic Effect of Fallout Dust & Fumes

Aluminum

brilliant whites

Contact dermatitis, bioaccumulation

Antimony sulfide

glitter effects

Toxic smoke, possible carcinogen

Arsenic compounds

Used as colorants.

Toxic ash can cause lung cancer, skin
irritation and wart formation.

Barium Nitrate

glittering greens

Poisonous. Fumes can irritate respiratory
tract. Possible radioactive fallout.

Copper compounds

blues

Polychlorinated dioxins and dibenzofurans.
Can bioaccumulate. Cancer risk.

Hexachlorobenzene
(HCB)

Use was supposed to
be banned globally.

Persistent environmental toxin. Is a
carcinogen, mutagen and a reproductive
hazard.

Lead Dioxide / Nitrate

Bioaccumulation, developmental danger for

. oxidizer kids & unborn babes, may remain airborne
/ Chloride . .
for days, poisonous to plants & animals
Lithium compounds blazing reds Toxic and irritating fumes when burned

Mercury (Mercurous
chloride)

chlorine donor

Toxic heavy metal. Can bioaccumulate.

Nitric oxide

fireworks byproduct

Toxic by inhalation. Is a free radical

Nitrogen dioxide

fireworks byproduct

Highly toxic by inhalation. SIDS risk.

Ozone

fireworks byproduct

Greenhouse gas that attacks & irritates lungs

Perchlorate -
Ammonium &
Potassium

propellant / oxidizer

Can contaminate ground & surface waters,
can cause thyroid problems in humans &
animals

Potassium Nitrate

in black powder

Toxic dusts, carcinogenic sulfur-coal
compounds

Strontium compounds

blazing reds

Can replace calcium in body. Strontium
chloride is slightly toxic.

Sulfur Dioxide

gaseous byproduct of
sulfur combustion

Acid rain from sulphuric acid affects water
sources, vegetation & causes property
damage. SIDS risk.

Page 4 of 5



7254 Scufflefown Rond, Somerset; VA 22972
Tel. 434-806-9901

Fireworks Research

A case study has shown that within 1 hour of fireworks displays levels of Strontium in the air
increased 120 times, Magnesium 22 times, Barium 12 times, Potassium 11 times, and Copper 6
times more than the amount present in the air before the event. Strontium was found to be the
best tracer in this study because it measured very high during the event and much lower at
other time intervals which indicated that it was mostly a result of the fireworks display.

Another study found that firework events brought air pollution spikes in suspended particles,
Nitric oxide (NO), Sulfur dioxide (SO2), and created and dispersed an aerosol cloud hosting a
range of metallic elements. The researchers found that although the "recreational pollution”
from fireworks is transient in nature, the pollutants are highly concentrated and add
significantly to the total yearly metal emissions and the particles are on average small enough
to be easily inhaled which poses a health risk to sensitive individuals.

Researchers have found that fireworks can create a burst of ozone which is an extremely
reactive greenhouse gas molecule that can attack and irritate the lungs. The ozone is believed
to be caused by ultraviolet light released by chemicals in fireworks... which in this study were
sparklers.

A 3 week study in London recorded two major festivals celebrated with pyrotechnic events and
found that they were marked by increased gas phase pollutant levels of Nitric oxide (NOx) and
Sulfur dioxide (SO2), elevated PM mass concentrations, as well as trace metal concentrations,
specifically Strontium (Sr), Magnesium (Mg), Potassium (K), Barium (Ba), and Lead (Pb). These’
changes in air quality were then related to the oxidative activity of daily PM samples by
assessing their capacity to drive the oxidation of physiologically important lung antioxidants.
Because of the elevated PM concentrations caused by firework activity and the increased
oxidative activity of this PM source, the researchers believe more work needs to be done in
examining if exposure to firework derived PM is related to acute respiratory outcomes.

Another study from 2010 attempts to estimate the probable health impact of exposure to the
pollution caused by fireworks. Using risk data from epidemiological studies conducted in USA,
they estimated that when exposed to air pollution from fireworks the relative risk of
cardiovascular mortality would increase as high as 125.11% and the relative risk for
cardiovascular morbidity was found to increase 175.16% over a regular winter day. The authors
conclude that further studies on control measures for firework displays are needed to help
reduce the probable health hazards to the general public.

Source: https://www.causes.com/causes/121564/updates/598867
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June 1%, 2020
Our Ref. SUP — Fireworks/Camping

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street
Orange, VA 22960

For the Attention of Ms. S. Thornton

Dear Ms. Sandra Thornton,

Re: Objection to Special Use Permit for Fireworks Club

| am writing to voice my objection to the proposal for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow
Camping and Fireworks on Agricultural Land, as presented to the Planning Commission (PC).

My name is Peter Radford, of 7242 Scuffletown Road, Somerset VA 22972. | have lived in
Orange County since 2004 and specifically chose this area for its rural character and quality of
life afforded to all its residents and visitors.

| feel very strongly that this special use permit would not be in keeping with the vision and
future development requirements of Orange County, as detailed in your plan and vision
statement:

“Sustain the rural character of Orange County while enhancing and improving the
quality of life for all its citizens.”

Nor, is it in keeping with the definition of use for Agricultural 1 (A1) Purpose or Definition, or
that you deem Al as “Parcels containing soils considered by soil scientists as prime farmland.”
The approval of such special use permit would do nothing to protect the rural character, soil,
air, water and residents of Orange County. This special use permit would consent to pollution
on multiple levels through the repetitive use of fireworks in a localized area and the release of
billions of tiny toxic particles, the byproduct of spent fireworks. Fireworks do not just disappear
without a trace! The particulate matter left behind, suspended in air, represents a real threat
for people with asthma, COPD or multiple chemical sensitivity and can cause respiratory
problems. Long term exposure to particulate matter is associated not only with respiratory
disease, but also cardiovascular disease. | have included a reference chart [1] at the end for
your ease of reference.

To quote a study in the US, it was found that particulate concentrations increased by up to
370% in the 24 hours after an Independence Day firework display. The repetitiveness of this
special use permit is excessive. Based on the requested special use permit the allowance of 28
days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and no Limit on number of
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attendees, is excessive and unfair to community members. Any consecutive day of fireworks,
knowing what we know about the increase in pollution from just one event is too much!

Repetitive Firework fallout can also contaminate water supplies and residue on the ground can
be carried away by rain and end up in our lakes, rivers, or oceans.

In addition, we have the problem of noise pollution, which is a known issue with fireworks.
Fireworks can be loud, and the vibrations can travel far. Fireworks can exceed 140 decibels and
noise at 85 decibels or above can damage hearing. We can also argue the noise from fireworks
scares pets and wildlife like birds, livestock, etc. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to
regulate in Orange County which has no Noise Ordinance. Is the County going to put in place a
noise ordinance to protect its residents and visitors, should this special use permit be
approved? It would behoove the County as part of its due diligence to put the noise ordinance
in place prior to approval to remain in keeping with the County's vision and the stated
principles in their Plan.

Finally, in keeping with the plan and vision, we are a rural area. Repetitive Fireworks and large
group Camping/Partying are commercial uses incompatible with rural quality of life, farmers
raising livestock, residents and their visitors enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned
Agricultural 1. We also do not wish to increase the fire hazard to our community.

“Fireworks fire & injury facts - https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-
risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Fireworks

Fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires per year, including 1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle
fires, and 16,900 outside and other fires. These fires caused an average of three deaths, 40
civilian injuries, and an average of $43 million in direct property damage.

In 2017, U.S. hospital emergency rooms treated an estimated 12,900 people for fireworks
related injuries; 54% of those injuries were to the extremities and 36% were to the head.
Children younger than 15 years of age accounted for more than one-third (36%) of the
estimated 2017 injuries. These injury estimates were obtained or derived from the Consumer
Product Safety Commission’s 2015 Fireworks Annual Report by Yongling Tu.

Source: NFPA’s Applied Research”

In your consideration of this special use permit, | ask that the County please seriously consider
the impact and effects of pollution on the air, water, soil and quality of life to Orange County
Residents, Visitors and the future vision we strive to achieve for our community.

Yours sincerely,
P. €. Radford

Peter Radford
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1. Reference Chart

The Toxic Elements of Fireworks - Pick Your Poison

Toxic Element

Fireworks Usage

Toxic Effect of Fallout Dust & Fumes

Aluminum

brilliant whites

Contact dermatitis, bioaccumulation

Antimony sulfide

glitter effects

Toxic smoke, possible carcinogen

Arsenic compounds

Used as colorants.

Toxic ash can cause lung cancer, skin
irritation and wart formation.

Barium Nitrate

glittering greens

Poisonous. Fumes can irritate respiratory
tract. Possible radioactive fallout.

Copper compounds

blues

Polychlorinated dioxins and dibenzofurans.
Can bioaccumulate. Cancer risk.

Hexachlorobenzene
(HCB)

Use was supposed to
be banned globally.

Persistent environmental toxin. Is a
carcinogen, mutagen and a reproductive
hazard.

Lead Dioxide / Nitrate

Bioaccumulation, developmental danger for

. oxidizer kids & unborn babes, may remain airborne
/ Chloride . .
for days, poisonous to plants & animals
Lithium compounds blazing reds Toxic and irritating fumes when burned

Mercury (Mercurous
chloride)

chlorine donor

Toxic heavy metal. Can bioaccumulate.

Nitric oxide

fireworks byproduct

Toxic by inhalation. Is a free radical

Nitrogen dioxide

fireworks byproduct

Highly toxic by inhalation. SIDS risk.

Ozone

fireworks byproduct

Greenhouse gas that attacks & irritates lungs

Perchlorate -
Ammonium &
Potassium

propellant / oxidizer

Can contaminate ground & surface waters,
can cause thyroid problems in humans &
animals

Potassium Nitrate

in black powder

Toxic dusts, carcinogenic sulfur-coal
compounds

Strontium compounds

blazing reds

Can replace calcium in body. Strontium
chloride is slightly toxic.

Sulfur Dioxide

gaseous byproduct of
sulfur combustion

Acid rain from sulphuric acid affects water
sources, vegetation & causes property
damage. SIDS risk.
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Fireworks Research

A case study has shown that within 1 hour of fireworks displays levels of Strontium in the air
increased 120 times, Magnesium 22 times, Barium 12 times, Potassium 11 times, and Copper 6
times more than the amount present in the air before the event. Strontium was found to be the
best tracer in this study because it measured very high during the event and much lower at
other time intervals which indicated that it was mostly a result of the fireworks display.

Another study found that firework events brought air pollution spikes in suspended particles,
Nitric oxide (NO), Sulfur dioxide (SO2), and created and dispersed an aerosol cloud hosting a
range of metallic elements. The researchers found that although the "recreational pollution"
from fireworks is transient in nature, the pollutants are highly concentrated and add
significantly to the total yearly metal emissions and the particles are on average small enough
to be easily inhaled which poses a health risk to sensitive individuals.

Researchers have found that fireworks can create a burst of ozone which is an extremely
reactive greenhouse gas molecule that can attack and irritate the lungs. The ozone is believed
to be caused by ultraviolet light released by chemicals in fireworks... which in this study were
sparklers.

A 3 week study in London recorded two major festivals celebrated with pyrotechnic events and
found that they were marked by increased gas phase pollutant levels of Nitric oxide (NOx) and
Sulfur dioxide (S02), elevated PM mass concentrations, as well as trace metal concentrations,
specifically Strontium (Sr), Magnesium (Mg), Potassium (K), Barium (Ba), and Lead (Pb). These
changes in air quality were then related to the oxidative activity of daily PM samples by
assessing their capacity to drive the oxidation of physiologically important lung antioxidants.
Because of the elevated PM concentrations caused by firework activity and the increased
oxidative activity of this PM source, the researchers believe more work needs to be done in
examining if exposure to firework derived PM is related to acute respiratory outcomes.

Another study from 2010 attempts to estimate the probable health impact of exposure to the
pollution caused by fireworks. Using risk data from epidemiological studies conducted in USA,
they estimated that when exposed to air pollution from fireworks the relative risk of
cardiovascular mortality would increase as high as 125.11% and the relative risk for
cardiovascular morbidity was found to increase 175.16% over a regular winter day. The authors
conclude that further studies on control measures for firework displays are needed to help
reduce the probable health hazards to the general public.

Source: https://www.causes.com/causes/121564/updates/598867
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:27 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: June 4, 2020 - Proposal for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow Camping and

Fireworks on Ag land

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Tony Buzzelli <abuzzelli@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:55 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: June 4, 2020 - Proposal for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land

Dear Planning Commission Representatives:

I’'m not sure what the process is to receive and consider a Special Use Permit (SUP), but the one that has been proposed

to allow Camping and Fireworks on Agricultural land is clearly inconsistent with the needs of our community and the long
range strategic plan for Orange County. Tourism and farming are two critical components of our County's economy. The
SUP that will be considered by the Planning Commission runs counter to each of these sectors of our economy. Further,
it was two short years ago that the Board of Supervisors voted unanimously against the proposed Ordinance to allow
"Glamping" on Agricultural zoned land. What fundamentals have changed which would now suggest that you would even
consider such a SUP? You are elected to serve the interests of it our community. Our Citizens need for you to exercise
your judgement and never allow SUP’s like this one to find its way onto your agenda. Do you have the
right/responsibility to reject a SUP like this one, or does the members of the community need to be diligent and
review every one of your agendas to be sure that a proposal, like this one, never finds its way into

the regulations with govern and guide the economy of Orange County?

Please vote NO to this proposed SUP. The intended activities proposed in the SUP are in no way are additive to either
the existing tourism or agricultural sectors of our economy. In fact, the intended actions proposed will be detrimental to
each sector. The tourism activities are based on history, natural beauty, and serenity, an escape from the stress of urban
noises. How will the actives of the SUP compliment these objectives? Also, the noise factor alone will cause great harm
to the wellbeing of the animals that occupy the agricultural segment of the region.

Thank you for listening to my concerns.
Tony Buzzelli

6402 Scuffletown Road
Somersef, VA 22972
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:26 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Huichison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks Permit

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Ginger Somerville-Grant <ginger_somerville@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 1:56 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>; James K. White (External) <jimwhitedistrict2@gmail.com>; Jim
crozier <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Fireworks Permit

| am Ginger Somerville-Grant and | live at 11254 Tower Rd in Unionville, VA. This special
use permit would directly affect my farm animais, my quiet farm life and myself. | have
outlined some of my main concerns below. This is unfair that this is being passed
under the cloak of darkness when NO Orange county residents are able to speak up at
the hearing. | have also seen many other special use permits that have been granted
by the Board of Supervisors and then the permit holders do what they want with no
regard to the permit outline. IE....1. Village motorsports | have been to many meetings
where they have been asked to do what they agreed to in their original permit and still
to this day they are a nuisance to those of us that live close by. 2. The spa at Willow
Grove is a day spa that is what their permit says and now they do medical procedures
as well. Our county issues these permits but there is never any follow up so the permit
holders end up doing whatever they want. This is another case where this permit could
open the door for some huge camping area with hundreds of people shooting loud
fireworks whenever they feel so inclined.

1. Noise--These are not normal fireworks. These are extremely large loud Fireworks. It
will be impossible to regulate in Orange which currently has NO noise ordinance.



2. Excessive--The amount of time they are asking for is excessive. 28 days and nights a
year, up to 10 hours each time, no limit to the number of attendees, this is excessive
and unfair to Orange residents.

3. Rural area--This is a commercial use issue it is unfair and not compatible with farmers
raising livestock. We as residents want to enjoy the peace and quiet of our farms that
is why we own them and also why we purchased land zoned argicultural?.

4. This is an inopportune time to consider such permit with the pandemic of Covid-
19. This proposal should not be passed nor even considered until such time as
the CDC and the state of Virginia issue guidelines indicating that the spread of
COVID-19 would not be an issue based on outlines of the petition.

Ginger Somerville-Grant
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:21 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc Tracey Newman,; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Opposition to SUP 20-01.

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Katherine Griffin <katie.hand@icloud.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 1:45 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: James K. White (External) <jimwhitedistrict2@gmail.com>; Jim crozier <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Opposition to SUP 20-01.

Dear friends,

As a resident of Rapidan, VA, | write to voice my strong opposition to SUP 20-01 (to allow Camping and Fireworks on
Agriculture Land). | encourage you and other members of the Planning Commission to vote against this permit. Please
contact me directly at 202.374.9088, should you have any follow-up questions to discuss.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Katherine Griffin Hand

7313 Old Rapidan Road
Rapidan, VA. 22733
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:19 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Firework SUP in Lahore

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: James Gingery <jmgingery@gingery.net>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 1:09 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: Mark Warren <rivandalefarm@aol.com>; Steven Brooks <steven@gastonhall.us>; David Perdue
<diperdue@riverlyproperties.com>; Teddy Grennan <tedgrennan@gmail.com>; James Collins
<collins.james.c@icloud.com>

Subject: Firework SUP in Lahore

Gingery

6/1/20
To: Orange County Planning Commission

From: Somerset Plantation, Inc.
Somerset,Va 22972

RE: Fireworks Club for Lahore SUP request

Dear Commissioners,

We are opposed to the proposed SUP for a “Fireworks Theme Park” slated for Lahore.
It is a highly adverse use. We see no merit in allowing it as an SUP.



We are unaware where such a use exists anywhere in the Country, other than at a very large and
professionally managed Kings Dominion or 6 Flags, Busch Gardens type venue. Country Clubs or
Town Fire Departments might have.a firework exemption once a year for 4t July, is about as close
as that gets.

This SUP, is an adverse loud noise and flash generator, is injurious to farm and equine animal well
being by noise and percussion, depriving neighboring areas of their quiet enjoyment and peaceful
use,and lastly,it has no relation to Ag Tourism or Ag promotion.

This use will cause loss of revenue to County Assesments due to adverse use to neighbors on
surrounding properties within earshot and sight.

Rather, this SUP Use, is a least common area denominator type use, that will go where it has the
least resistance/abayance to any normal and usual zoning/use standards.

DENY this SUP at the earliest time.

Thank You,
Monte Gingery

J Montgomery Gingery
Gingery Development Group
1001 Rockville Pike

Suite 503

Rockville Maryland 20852
301.424.3600 Tel

301.294.7910 Fax

jmginge ingery.net
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:07 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijimaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Frances Temme <francestemme@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:05 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP

We have chosen to move to Rapidan, Orange County, to escape the noise and the confusion of the city. The SUP would
destroy that very treasured quiet. Please consider carefully the impact on the county's citizens.

Thank you for your attention.

Regards,

Fran Temme

7289 Old Rapidan Road
Rapidan, VA
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:16 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: MAPAG SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: James Collins <collins.james.c@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 10:31 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: MAPAG SUP

Dear Members of the Orange County Planning Commission:

| am writing to urge you to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it deny the application of the Mid-
Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG) for a Special Use Permit that would allow MAPAG to discharge
fireworks at Tax Map Parcel 61-32, a 127-acre site zoned Agricultural.

MAGAP wishes to set off fireworks—including the loudest commercial fireworks--for eight to ten hours a day,
four days in a row, in seven months of the year. During MAGAP's events, then, those living near the parcel,
and their pets and livestock, would, at some level of intensity, be subject to the sound of explosions for eight
to ten hours a day, four days running. We can all judge for ourselves how disruptive and unpleasant this would
be.

The harm done to the parcel's neighbors is the cost of approving the SUP. What about the benefit?

Reading MAPAG’s application, | could discern only one benefit that the county would derive from the activities
that MAPAG would engage in if it were granted the SUP: an estimated $69,000 in annual tourist income.

As for other supposed benefits, MAPAG’s arguments for why the proposed use aligns with the county’s
comprehensive plan are specious and irrelevant: just because the parcel is being farmed it doesn’t mean that
MAPAG's own activity on the parcel would sustain agricultural uses; the existence of a hobbyist fireworks club
in Orange County does not provide a precedent for what MAPAG plans to do; the fact that MAPAG members
may fly into the Orange County airport doesn’t mean that the proposed use will further the objective of
ensuring adequate infrastructure. And so on.



The Planning staff references Sec. 70-141 of the Zoning Ordinance, but staff makes no effort whatsoever to
argue that the proposed use would “further the purposes of the comprehensive plan.” Staff limits its remarks
to the potential impacts of the proposed use. In other words, staff does not identify any benefit that the
county would derive from granting the SUP.

Thus, the cost of approving the SUP would be considerable, and the benefit would be trivial. Given that trade-
off, | simply don’t understand what the point of approving this SUP would be. What good would it do Orange
County? MAPAG is located in Maryland. The owners of the parcel live in Texas. | don’t see why we
would go out of our way to accommodate people from out of state when the county will derive no benefit,
except an insignificant amount of tourist income, and when the proposed use will harm the citizens of Orange
County who live near the parcel in question. Wouldn't it be better to leave those citizens in peace?

| hope that you will agree that this application for an SUP should be turned down.
Thank you for the time and energy you give to serving Orange County.

Yours very truly,

James Collins

12384 Merriewood Dr.
Somerset, VA 22972



E.M. “Buzz” Jarrell
12457 Lake Ridge Court
Orange, VA 22960

May 29, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear: Ms. Thornton & Orange County Planning Commission

I am writing to you in support of Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild Inc.
application for a Special Use Permit. I live a few miles from the property. | know
the property, know the landowner well and see no reason for you to reject the
application. | believe this organization will be responsible stewards of this permit.

Thank you for your service to thecommunity. \

Sincerely /-
E.M. “Buzz” Jarrell 7




Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:12 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Campground with fireworks

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: patrickthand@aol.com <patrickthand@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 7:30 AM
To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Campground with fireworks

Bad idea.

Patrick Hand
7313 Old Rapidan Road



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:11 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: citizen opposed to request for Special Use Permit-Fireworks camp

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Tracy Laughlin <tlaughlinwc@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 7:00 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: citizen opposed to request for Special Use Permit-Fireworks camp

Dear Ms. Thornton:

| urge the Board of Supervisors not to grant the Special Use Permit from an outside entity for a Fireworks camp and
camping in Orange County. | oppose this commercial use of agriculturally zoned land for the same reasons so many of
our citizens opposed the previous request to allow "glamping” in Orange County. The added noise and impact on the
environment and wildlife of this request, not to mention the undesirable impact on Orange County citizens, should be
enough to deny this request.

| appreciate the Board's thoughtful stewardship of the agricultural nature of our county in the past and urge you to deny
this request.

Thank you for your consideration.

Tracy Laughlin

Virginia VOTES
Nov 3, 2020
IT MATTERS MORE THAN EVER!!!

TKLAUGHLIN



Tracey Newman

———— —_

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:09 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks/overnight camping in Orange

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Adrianna Waddy <adriannacwaddy@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 5:54 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks/overnight camping in Orange

In keeping with our beautiful County’s peaceful and quiet setting, the last thing Orange needs is a group from out of
State coming and trying to make money off of what is an agriculturally based country community. Please vote against
this offensive use of our land. Thank you, Adrianna Waddy, Pinnacle Hill Farm, 8533 Mt. Sharon Rd., Orange, VA 22960

Adrianna Cowan-Waddy, CCIM, Broker

Frank Hardy Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
151 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Office: 540.672.1100

Cell: 540.840.3137

Fax: 540.307.4955

Topsail Island Office
806 Channel Blvd.
Topsail Beach, NC 28445
910.328.2463



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:08 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks proposal

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Robert Wilbanks <wilbanksdvm@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:24 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: Jason Capelle <jcapelleorangecounty@gmail.com>; Donald Brooks <dbrooks@orangecountyva.gov>; George Yancey
<gyancey@orangecountyva.gov>; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison <jhutchison@orangecountyva.gov>; Teel
Goodwin (external) <teel.goodwin@comecast.net>; Lee Frame <lframe@orangecountyva.gov>; Jim crozier
<jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>; James K. White (External) <jimwhitedistrict2 @gmail.com>

Subject: Fireworks proposal

Ms. Thornton

Nearly two years ago, in response to concerns expressed by many Orange County residents, the
Orange County Board of Supervisors unanimously defeated a request for a Special Use Permit by a
Charlottesville developer to allow “Glamping” on Agricultural zoned land.

Last week the Planning Commission was presented with a proposal from a Maryland fireworks club to
not only allow overnight tent and RV camping on 127 acres of Agricultural zoned land....but also to
allow the club to shoot off fireworks from the area multiple times per month, up to 10 hours a day,
indefinitely. These fireworks were described as not just small fireworks - but the more powerful types
used in large pyrotectic displays for municipal celebrations.

While there are many reasons why this should not be allowed on Agricultural zoned land in Orange
County a few include:

1. The earlier message sent by our residents through the BOS regarding overnight tent camping
and RV’s on Agricultural zoned land was made clear during the “Glamping” attempt.

2. Loud, disturbing noise from fireworks carries for miles not to mention the parties that will likely

go along with them.

No limits were mentioned on the number of attendees at the events.

Wildlife habitat will be disrupted.

Livestock production will likely be negatively affected.

ok w
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6. Our resident’s quiet enjoyment of their rural way of life could be lost.

Hence, please relay this message to the Planning Commission and place me on record as opposed
to this request for a recommendation by the Planning Commission to the Board of Supervisors for a
Special Use Permit.

If you, the Commission members, or the Supervisors have any questions feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Bob Wilbanks

Wilbanks Farm

9140 Rapidan Road
Orange, VA 22960 540 661 4250 210 313 7133 wilbanksdvm@yahoo.com




Tracer Newman

= —— ]
From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:06 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Lucy B Rohweder <lucyb.rohwederl@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 7:16 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks

| own property in Orange and want to voice my concern over the noise and general concept of having a fireworks
campground of sorts. The neighboring farms would be subjected to unreasonable disturbances. It just seems to be a bad
idea.

Thank you,

Lucy B Rohweder

Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman

= —

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:02 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: villageroad@verizon.net <villageroad@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 5:15 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: Jim crozier <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>; James K. White (External) <jimwhitedistrict2@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land,

TO: Planning Commission

i would like to amend my comments to add a very important reason why this SUP should not be considered at this
time. We are in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic facing Virginia and this country. | believe it is an inopportune
time to consider this SUP until the potential health consequences can be weighed appropriately.

Thank you gain for your consideration and vote against SUP 20-01.

Sincerely,

Jacque Johnson

lacque Johnson

202/255-5319 (cell)
villageroad@verizon.net

From: villageroad @verizon.net <villageroad @verizon.net>

Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 10:20 AM

To: 'sthornton@orangecountyva.gov' <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: 'lim crozier' <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land,

TO: Planning Commission
RE: SUP 20-01
POSITION: Oppose



Date: May 29,2020

| understand that SUP 20-01 was presented to the Planning Commission on May 21 and which is outlined as

follows: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has applied for a Special Use Permit to discharge fireworks at Tax Map
Parcel 61-32 which contains 127.544 acres and is zoned Agriculture (A). The property is owned by Cardinal Garden &
Gun, LLC and is located on Woolfolk Lane. The parcel is designated Agricultural 2 on the Recommended Future Land Use
Map in the Orange County Comprehensive Plan. The request is pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code Sec. 70-303 (23)
— Uses permitted by special use permit, “Pyrotechnics testing/manufacturing on a parcel 50 acres or greater in size.”

| am a resident of Unionville, VA (Orange County) and am writing to express my fierce opposition to the SUP 20-01 for
many reasons, including those outlined below:

1. Noise--these are very loud, large Fireworks. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our
County which has no Noise Ordinance at this time. '

2. Excessive--28 days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and No Limit on humber of
attendees, is excessive and unfair to community members.

3. Rural area--Fireworks and large group Camping/Partying are Commercial uses incompatible with farmers
raising livestock and residents enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned Agricultural.

Such a SUP would set a dangerous precedent in Orange County and for parcels designated as Ag2 or even commercial or
otherwise.

For anyone living in Orange County, Louisa County, this noise would be overwhelming for the residents and would be in
opposition to the rights as a homeowner to “quiet enjoyment” of my property. If this SUP proceeds, civil law suits
against the proponent may ensue as permitted under the law, including other legal actions.

| have particularly experienced a resident in my neighborhood shooting a gun with special gun powder that sounds like a
cannon when shot. This has happened on multiple occasions and it was so excessively loud, that it made my windows
vibrate! | called the Sheriff's Department whom had received numerous complaints from neighbors about this
shooting. Permitting SUP 20-01 to proceed would encourage this resident and others to continue to use such
explosives.

Allowing SUP 20-01 to proceed would only encourage other residents to explode pyrotechnics on their own causing
undue noise and harm to residents, their livestock and other animals.

Please vote against SUP 20-01.

Sincerely,
Jacque Johnson
Resident and homeowner, Unionville (Orange County), Virginia

Jacque Johnson
202/255-5319 {cell)
villageroad@verizon.net




Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 11:00 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; 'Eric Lansing’; David Stoddard; Edward Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Special use permit 20-01 Jr

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Joanna Davies <djdavies@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 5:07 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Cc: Jim crozier <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Special use permit 20-01

From: didavies@verizon.net

Sent: Monday June 1, 2020

To: 'sthornton@orangecountyva.gov' <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: 'Jim crozier' <jcrozier@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Special Use Permit (SUP) 20-01 to allow Camping and Fireworks on Ag land,

TO: Planning Commission
RE: SUP 20-01

POSITION: Oppose

Date: May 29,2020

| understand that SUP 20-01 was presented to the Planning Commission on May 21 and which is outlined as

follows: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has applied for a Special Use Permit to discharge fireworks at Tax Map
Parcel 61-32 which contains 127.544 acres and is zoned Agriculture (A). The property is owned by Cardinal Garden &
Gun, LLC and is located on Woolfolk Lane. The parcel is designated Agricultural 2 on the Recommended Future Land Use
Map in the Orange County Comprehensive Plan. The request is pursuant to Orange County Zoning Code Sec. 70-303 (23)
- Uses permitted by special use permit, “Pyrotechnics testing/manufacturing on a parcel 50 acres or greater in size.”

Allowing the ongoing and recurrent use of fireworks in a rural/agricultural area should be
1



discouraged for many reasons.

The noise of fireworks would be disturbing to local residents for several miles around. The relative peace and quiet of
life in Unionville, where | live, would be severely compromised by the shooting of fireworks on multiple weekends.

The noise of fireworks is disturbing to livestock, pets and wildlife. We all know what happens to dogs and other
domestic animals on and around July 4th every year. Imagine the suffering if it occurred every weekend.

The noise and lit-up skies would be disruptive to wildlife in a large area.

Last year the county opposed “glamping” on private lands. How is this plan different, as club members would be
staying on the property for four day weekends throughout the summer?

Please oppose this request for SUP20-01 at the Planning Board meeting on June 4, 2020.

Joanna Davies

24026 Village Rd
Unionville
didavies@verizon.net
540-854-6603




Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 3:19 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
Jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: MAPAG Special Use Permit comment for 6/4/20 meeting

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Alexander W. Neal lll <glassicon@earthlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 1:33 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: MAPAG Special Use Permit comment for 6/4/20 meeting

Alexander Weldon Neal lll
4202 Kingcrest Parkway
Richmond, VA 23221-2511
Mobile - (804) 937-6543

Sandra, Please read the text below into the 6/4/2020 Planning Commission Meeting record:

Greetings to all members of the planning commission. My name is Weldon Neal and as a 50+ year resident of
Richmond, VA, a 1974 graduate of VMI, a charter member of MAPAG and a lifelong pyrotechnic hobbyist; | fully support
the approval of of the guild’s SUP,

| was attracted to pyrotechnics initially during the early 1960’s as America sought to get kids interested in science to
allow us to keep up with Russia and Sputnik. | was building rockets and that was exciting.

Now that America is trying to get kids interested in STEAM, | want a place for my granddaughter to experience that same
sort of excitement. | am thankful that MAPAG and Orange County have provided that environment for me in the past
and | am hopeful that the same type of experience awaits my young granddaughter.

Thank you for your consideration and support.

Weldon Neal



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 3:19 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SPECIAL USE PERMIT/CARDINAL GARDEN & GUN LLC AND MID ATLANTIC
PYROTECHNIC ARTS GUILD INC/PARCEL #60100000000320 NEAR LAHORE, VA IN
ORANGE COUNTY

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Mt. Sharon <mtsharon@seilheimer.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 1:37 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: charlie@seilheimer.com

Subject: SPECIAL USE PERMIT/CARDINAL GARDEN & GUN LLC AND MID ATLANTIC PYROTECHNIC ARTS GUILD
INC/PARCEL #60100000000320 NEAR LAHORE, VA IN ORANGE COUNTY

Via email to sthornton@orangecountyva.gov
Orange County Planning Commission

PO Box 111

112 West Main St

Orange, VA 22960

Dear Commissioners,

| have very recently become aware of the above referenced request for an exception to allow in perpetuity
fireworks up to 10 hours per day, 4 days each month from April through October on private property in Orange
County. First let me state that I love fireworks! It's a tradition to celebrate Independence Day and other special and
personal occasions with displays of fireworks. | would fight for the right of an individual to hold such displays on their
property just as | would fight for individual property owners to erect a tent and have family or friends join them for a
camping occasion on a private farm. This, however, is not what is being requested. The Hostetters and MAPAG are
requesting this use on a commercial and continual basis.

My objections are as follows:

(1) Generally, people make a choice to live on rural land not only for its scenic beauty but because it is free of
the noise, light pollution, hustle and bustle of city and suburban life and allows the ability to farm, which



includes raising horses, cattle and other livestock. Orange County made a wise decision last year not to
allow a ‘glamping’ application involving many of the same issues.

(2) Noise carries great distances. Fireworks especially of the type proposed here are exceedingly loud and
would disturb neighbors for miles around. | am personally aware that the fireworks at Kings Dominion
caused Meadow Farm in Boswell, Virginia (the birthplace and training ground for such famous horses as
Secretariat and Riva Ridge) to close its operations because of firework displays at the then newly-opened
Kings Dominion amusement park.

(3) This request, although stated in different terms, is an even more heinous proposal than the aforementioned
glamping proposal by adding approved fireworks to the mix.

(4) Orange County, as one of the most beautiful rural counties in Virginia, has absolutely nothing to gain from
this proposal and, in fact, approving this proposal would merely ‘open Pandora’s box’ to a plethora of future
applications.

Others will, | am sure, state objections in more legal and eloquent terms; however, it seems to me that with
nothing to gain on the part of the county and with a likely disruption of Orange County property owners’ peace and
tranquility, this application should be denied. | would add that considering the unusual lockdown provisions existing,
not only in Orange County, but the rest of the world at this time, the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors
should not be surprised with little public comment. | have always been keenly interested in county planning decisions
and have only just become aware of this application.

Please recommend denial of this application.

Charles H. Seilheimer, Ir

MOUNT SHARON FARM

PO Box 511 Orange, Virginia 22960
Telephone: 540.672.4700
Email: mtsharon(@seilheimer.com




Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 3:19 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P} (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: JOHN PAGE <johnpage@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, lune 2, 2020 2:03 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Greetings,

My name is John Page, | live in Manassas VA, | am 58 years old, | work for one of the top 3 Defense
Contractors, and | am a Charter Member of MAPAG. My wife, and my 3 teenage sons are all
members too. Our family very much looks forward to our camping weekends at MAPAG meetings,
and enjoys being in Orange County and all its Attractions. The club is very family oriented, the
members have such a diverse background, and it's always a great experience for my sons to interact
with people of all ages and backgrounds.

There are so many wonderful aspects of our Club, | could go on for pages, but | think | will focus on
the knowledge transfer aspect. Our club uses the word “Guild” in our name. A traditional Guild is a
community of Craftsman or Tradesmen with Apprentices, Journeymen and Masters, where
knowledge is passed on from person to person. Our club does not use those terms to categorize our
members and we are not a “formal” Guild. But we very much embrace the concept of knowledge
transfer, person to person. Our members do wear different colored wrist bands to indicate there
knowledge and proficiencies. More junior members are able to quickly recognize members they can
ask questions of and get advice from. Fireworks manufacturing requires a lot of science, but also
technique, innovativeness and artistry. To my knowledge there are no longer any commercial
Fireworks Manufactures left in the USA. There are no colleges or trade schools that offer any training
in Fireworks Manufacturing. Without Clubs like ours this knowledge will be totally lost to the US,
within a few generations.

Maybe | should also point out the difference in manufacturing a firework/effect and the artistry of
choreographing a fireworks show. There are many talented individuals and companies that produce
shows, but the pallet of effects they have to work from almost all come from China. Many of our
members are also extremely talented in that aspect of Fireworks too. At our typical events we do not

1



put on Shows, we shoot at a much slower pace than a show. We typically shoot one shell at a time
with time between shots to evaluate and get feedback and critique.

| hope Orange County will embrace us and help us to keep this valuable Craft alive and continue to
pass on the knowledge.

Respectfully yours

John Page and family



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 4:07 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP 20-01 Mid-ATlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128'W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Marguerite Page <mlpage@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 2:40 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP 20-01 Mid-ATlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Marguerite Page
11960 Beaver Mill Lane
Manassas, VA 20112

June 2, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County Planning Commission
128 West Street

Orange, Virginia 22960

Re: SUP 20-01 Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Ms. Thornton:

I, Marguerite Page am writing in support of the SUP 20-01 Application for MAPAG (Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts
Guild). While | currently sit on the MAPAG Board as Secretary/Member Services Director | have been a member since its
founding. | am 61 years of age, retired, and a resident of Prince William County, where | was born and raised.

I have enjoyed fireworks most of my life and while | enjoy it from a more visual aspect | do have a great deal of respect
and admiration for the knowledgeable people who make up our club. | have enjoyed camping and the fellowship the ciub
offers, so much so that | consider it my extended family. | have enjoyed just driving around and shopping in Orange, and |
appreciate the hospitality | been shown upon my visits there.

| appreciate the Planning Commissions consideration and it is my hope that Orange County will support our SUP
Application allowing MAPAG a location to further practice a true art. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Marguerite Page



Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 10:12 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

‘Subject: FW: SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P} (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Drtemme <drtemme@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 6:43 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP

> We have chosen to move to Rapidan, Orange County, to escape the noise and the confusion of the city. The SUP
would destroy that very treasured quiet. Please consider carefully the impact on the county's citizens.

More importantly the health potential health risks during this pandemic Are enormous. This area does not have the
medical resources to handle even a moderate Covid 19 outbreak.

> Thank you
Regards
Joel M. Temme, MD

Tel 703-963-0846

Sent from my iPhone



June 2, 2020

Submitted via email to: sthronton@orangecountyva.gov

Orange County. Planning Commission
POBox111

112 W. Main Street

Orange, VA. 22960

RE: Special Use Permit-Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild, Inc.
Parel 60100000000320, Lahore, Orange Co., VA

Dear Orange County Planning Commissioners:
No.

That is how your Orange County Neighbors respectfully request you vote with respect to the
special use permit for the fireworks testing and manufacturing facility on the aforementioned
127-acre parcel presently zoned A-1.

How could you reasonably determine that this is an appropriate “special exception” to the
zoning in beautiful, rural Orange County, especially considering the Comprehensive Plan you
have skillfully implemented with a mission to sustain that rural character? How could you look
more favorably on this proposed exception than you recently did when proposals for both the
similarly detrimental Tactical Training Facility and the Glamping operation were recently
rejected by your commission? You could not.

You could not possibly, in good conscience, accept this proposal, considering fire and explosion
danger on site and beyond to that of the neighboring community, the production of excessive
noise ten hours per day, adverse traffic and negative environmental impacts. Most importantly,
perhaps, granting this special exception would establish a precedent for future similar “special
uses” resulting in numerous land uses negatively impacting Orange County.

We trust your judgement and we depend on you to deny this unreasonable special exception to
an A-1 zoning.

Best regards,
Gail Babnew

19240 Springfield Road
Gordonsville, VA. 22942



Jeff Grey

10072 Madison Banks St. Orlando, FL 32827 cell:440-935-7927 cdma77@gmail.com

June 1, 2020

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Sandra,

My name is Jeff Grey and | am a founding member of MAPAG and have been a member since 2012. |
have been coming to Orange County VA since 2012 and try tocome as frequently as possible for club
events.

| am writing this letter to support our MAPAG’s SUP application.

In addition to belonging to MAPAG | am a member of FPAG (Florida Pyrotechnic Arts Guild) a sister club
to MAPAG.

| am a fireworks hobby builder in Florida and plan on coming to VA this year for a MAPAG event
sometime this year. | like to contribute to shows with my products.

One of the best things about MAPAG events is chatting with people and learning new fireworks building
techniques. | also pitch-in for site cleanup when possible.

Since fireworks doesn’t pay the bill for me, | work as SR. RF Engineer for the second largest tower
company in the United States. | graduated BSEE from Ohio University in 1990.

We appreciate the time Orange County has taken to hear our SUP presentation. We will be good
stewards of the land and of Orange County as we have done in the past.



|
Sincerely,

2 Jry

leff Grey



Kristen & Jason Smith
22460 Center Hill Lane
Orange, VA 22960

June 2, 2020

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild, Inc.

Dear Ms. Thornton,

We would like to offer our perspective on the SUP application by MAPAG.

Our home and property are located on Center Hill Lane, which closely borders the property listed
in the application to the north and adjoins additional property of Cardinal Garden and Gun,
LLC. First and foremost, we would like to start by saying that we are in support of the SUP.
One of us has lived next to this property our entire life of almost 38 years, and the other for 15
years. This property listed in the SUP is known well along with adjoining neighbors and
property. This location has a large amount of farmland, and minimal residences anywhere close
to the location the events would be occurring. Under new ownership of the property, the land
has already been improved drastically by cleaning and cutting brush and trees.
It appears that the SUP has specific guidelines that cover most areas of concern. As neighboring
property owners, we request the following be clarified in the SUP:
o that Woolfolk Lane must be the only road used to and from the events by members or the
public.
e We also would like to ask that the SUP have a designated number of years of approval
(i.e. 2-3 years) in order to review how the events are going to see if adjustments need to
be made before doing a lengthy approval. At this time, we do not see this included in
current proposal.
We have specific knowledge of MAPAG from their previous events located in Orange County
from an unaffiliated professional capacity. MAPAG itself has been reputable and professional at
their previous event location.
Thank you for this opportunity to provide our input. We look forward to enjoying fireworks from
our back porch.

Sincerely,

Aristen and Jason Swith

Kristen & Jason Smith



Tracey Newman

————
From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 10:19 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: proposal for overnight camping and fireworks

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: nancy wiley <nancymwiley@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 8:40 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: proposal for overnight camping and fireworks

Dear Ms. Thornton,

| am opposed to RV camping on agricultural land. 1also am opposed to any group that would set off fireworks on
agricultural land. Regular fireworks on agricultural land is an antithesis to rural living where people have many animals
and like their peace and quiet.

Many thanks,

Nancy Wiley

16104 Montebello Road

Orange, VA 22960



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:28 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Continuous Fireworks : Opposed

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Winemaking Consultant <tpayette08 @gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:02 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Cc: teelgoodwin@vabb.com; teel.goodwin@vabb.com; Bob Wilbanks <wilbanksdvm@yahoo.com>
Subject: Continuous Fireworks : Opposed

Dear Ms. Thornton :

Please record and express my opposition, to the Orange County Va Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors, regarding fireworks and camping on the proposed 127 acre parcel of land zoned agriculture.

Although Fireworks to celebrate our Independence is fine on the Fourth of July | am not in favor of being the
loud continuous fireworks county.

Please do not allow this to move forward and | hope the BOS stops this endeavor for all of Orange County
residents.

Tom Payette

Riverside ( Circa 1790 )
Rapidan, VA 22733
540-672-1415



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:29 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks # Camping SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Philip C Strange <phipstrange@icloud.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:35 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks Camping SUP

Dear Planning Commission,

| am writing to in hopes that you will deny the fireworks/camping SUP proposal for Orange County.

It.is a bad fit for the rural nature of the area and if passed, | am sure there will be a multitude of noise complaints from
the neighbors, especially if it is approved for 28 days out of the year.

Sincerely yours,

Philip C Strange

19195 Annadale Farm Drive

Gordonsville, VA

22942

Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:31 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: MAPAG Special Use Permit comment for 6/4/20 meeting

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Steven Scott <sscott1755@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:53 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: MAPAG Special Use Permit comment for 6/4/20 meeting

Steven Alan Scott

2170 Stormont Road

Saluda, Virginia 23149

Mobile Phone No. : (804) 832-1556

Ms. Sandra Thornton, please read the following text below into the June 4th, 2020 Planning Commission
Meeting Record:

Good Evening to all members of the Orange County Planning Commission. My name is Steven Scott and
resided here on my farm in Saluda Virginia for over 20 years and prior to that | lived in Hampton Roads for
another 20+ years. My wife Evelyn and I raised five children here; my oldest son Damian is an EMT and
Firefighter in Charlottesville. VA. 1 am a charter member of MAPAG and listed on the club BATFE License as
well. | respectfully ask for and support the approval of the MAPAG Special Use Permit.

Besides the educational and economic benefits our club brings to your beautiful County, | believe we are
continuing an American fireworks building tradition that has slowly but consistently been given away to
foreign manufacturers and countries. Our Guild brings together some very talented people that work safely
with each other to promote processes and techniques that could be lost forever. | truly hope that we won't
lose this resource.

Thank you for your time and support,



Steven Scott



Tracex Newman . -

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:32 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg '

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Janet Sedwick <janetsedwick@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:58 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks SUP

Planning Commission,

| hope you vote no to the Special Use Permit for the Fireworks Club from Maryland !

1: Noise: The fireworks that they will be setting off are going to be loud, with no noise levels of county control. While
a 127 acres sounds like a lot of land it really is not. Sound carries and the neighbors of this property will have pets and
farm animals affected by the noise for 28 days and nights per year for up to 10 hours.

2: Excessive: The time of setting off these fireworks is excessive in itself. Most fireworks are not truly visible an
enjoyed until after dark, so they can start at 9:00 PM and go for 10 hours until 7:00 AM the next morning. You have no
control on the number of attendees as club members will be bringing family and fiends to recruit. Then the partying
starts. It is ridiculous for anyone to think there will not be alcohol there without any controls in place.

3. Rural Area: We are a rural area.with farming being very much a way of life for most people in this area. If we are
going to have camping with RV's and tents in large quantities on a regular basis, we should have them set up a Camping
park designed for this purpose meeting all commercial use and safety guidelines.

4: There are a lot of unknowns in how many times our Fire, Rescue and police may have to be involved....but with the
way they want permission to do their own thing and human nature being what it is.. we could potentially put added
stress and increased costs on these groups that local taxpayers will absorb the costs...1 believe if you pass this Special
Use permit we are sending out the wrong messages as to how we want Orange to grow and develop.

Please vote no for this Special use permit!

Janet Sedwick



June 3, 2020

Planning Commissioners Capelle, Yancey, Brooks, Zeijlmaker, and Hutchison,

| am writing this email to express my serious concerns with SUP 20-01 that Mid-
Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild has submitted. The majority of the taxpayers in
Orange County have chosen to live in a rural community because that is the
lifestyle they prefer and it does not include hearing Fireworks for 10 hours a day
4 days each month from April through October. Moving this pyrotechnic club
from one end of the county to another is not a solution that benefits the
residents of Orange County. We don’t want this type of activity near us either!

These thunderous explosions are not conducive to raising horses and other
livestock, the noise causes much stress to the livestock.

The Planning commission should not vote in favor of an SUP that benefits a club
based in Maryland and negatively affects its taxpaying citizens. Please protect the
tranquility of Orange County’s rural lifestyle.

Sincerely,
Bobby Pace

Unionville, Va.



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:49 AM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijimaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Pyrotechnic fireworks !

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Maryvonne Gasparini <gspr97 @aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 10:22 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Pyrotechnic fireworks !

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail.mobile.aol.com

On Wednesday, June 3, 2020, sthornton@orangecountyva.org <sthornton@orangecountyva.org> wrote:

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail. mobile.aol.com

On Wednesday, June 3, 2020, sthomton@orangecountyva.gov <sthomton@orangecountyva.gov> wrote:

I am very concerned about the request made to the Orange County Planning Commission of the SUP 20-01 by
MidAtlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild.

1 want here to present my opposition:

This is not just your usual fireworks.

- The requested SUP would allow a fireworks Club to shoot off fireworks up to 10 hours per day, four days each
month, for 7 months each year, forever. these are not the typical fireworks the public can buy, but are the type used
in Municipal July 4th celebrations. The sound of exploding fireworks will be heard for miles.

1- Noise : these are very loud, very large fireworks. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our
County which has no Noise Ordinance

2 - Excessive : 28 days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of fireworks each, and NO limit on number of
attendees, is excessive and unfair to community members



3 - Rural area : fireworks and large group Camping/Partying are Commercial uses “incompatible with farmers raising
livestock and residents enjoying peace and quiet on their land” zones Agricultural 1.

Best regards
A concerned resident

Maryvonne Gasparini

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail. mobile.aol.com



Piedmont
a8 Environmental
=1i:tl Council
June 3, 2020

Orange County Planning Commission
Orange County Department of Planning Services

% Sandra Thornton, Manager
128 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960
(Transmitted via email)

Re: SUP 20-01 Mid Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Ms. Thornton and Planning Commission,

The Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) respectfully submits this letter in
response to the Mid Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG) Special Use
Permit (SUP 20-01), submitted to the Orange County Department of Planning
Services on December 17, 2019. PEC requests that you deny the permit in its
current form.

The MAPAG SUP has been submitted for an organization that has utilized this
property, in addition to others nearby, for approximately eight (8) years. This
SUP application would permit the applicant to indefinitely use the property as
documented in the SUP, meaning attention to detail is necessary when
declaring the permitted uses to ensure perpetual accordance with the concept
presented by the applicant. If the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors are to entertain this proposal further, we would ask the following
topics, at a minimum, be specifically addressed in the SUP:

Applicability to the Ordinance

¢ The cover letter of the application states, "Please allow this document to
serve as formal application for a Special Use Permit under Orange
County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 70 Zoning, Section 70-1 Definitions
- Pyrotechnics.”
o Campground is not mentioned as a requested use in the cover
letter, nor is there a request for a special use permit as required by
Orange County Code of ORdinance, Chapter 70 Zoning, Section

Page 1 of 4
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70-3030 Uses Permitted by Special Use Permit - 5) Camp,
campground or recreational vehicle park; therefore, PEC cautions
the county to not accept the currently presented application to
permit a campground.

o If the applicant desires camping as a part of the application, they
should resubmit their application with SUP requests for both
activities: (1) camping and (2) manufacturing/testing of
fireworks.

e Is the SUP truly for the testing/manufacturing of fireworks? Or is the
use ultimately for the display of fireworks?

o PEC does not support the overall approval for MAPAG to display
fireworks via indefinite SUP. |

o Does the county intend on continuing the single permit process
for each monthly event, in order to allow displays? The SUP
should specify the display permitting process.

Attendance Cap
e The SUP should place an upper cap on the number of event attendees

permitted per day of each event. This cap should take into account the
limitations of the site, local road networks, adjacent uses, and impacts
to neighboring properties.

o The county should refer to similar activities permitted in existing
special use permits to inform the decisions on the appropriate
attendance cap.

e Insupport of an attendance cap, we note the Supervisors recently
understood the need for certain limitations when they voted against
amending the definitions of “camp” and “campground”, in addition to
adding a definition for “recreational vehicles (RVs),” during the ZTA
19-02 ordinance amendment in July 2019.

o Many citizens spoke out against these amendments, due to their
concerns related to potential noise and traffic impacts on rural
areas.

o In many ways, this SUP may create impacts that would be no
different than the concerns raised by citizens during the July 2019
public hearing. In some ways, like noise, the impacts of this use
could be greater.
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Public Accessibility
¢ Events permitted by the SUP should be clearly defined for MAPAG

membership only. The SUP should not permit public events that could
create a larger number of attendees.

e Failure to appropriately restrict attendance, both in the way of a cap and
limiting to membership only, could result in unnecessary impacts to the
local road systems and public emergency bodies.

Yearly Events
e The SUP should specify the total number of events allowed per year.

e Based on the SUP application, MAPAG wishes to hold events between
April and October, resulting in seven (77) permitted events per year.

Event Structure

e Each of the seven (7) permitted events should be limited to no more
than four (4) days and three (3) nights, allowing events to occur
between Thursday and Sunday.

o Except for the September event, which should be limited to five
(5) days and four (4) nights, allowing events to occur between
Wednesday and Sunday.

¢ If this application is to proceed, the testing of fireworks should be

limited to no more than two (2) days within the given event time period.
o This would further reduce potential noise and traffic impacts on
adjoining property owners.

e Firework testing and shooting should not begin prior to 1:00 PM for the
two (2) days on which fireworks are permitted for testing.

e Quiet hours should be established to begin after 9:00 PM each day of the
week, at which time fireworks, testing activities, and any other
activities that create excessive noise should cease.

o Many people have work schedules that go outside of the normal
five (5) day work week. Allowing excessive noise after 9:00 PM
could impact the health, safety and welfare of those residents.

Page 3 of 4
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Thank you for taking the time to review the Piedmont Environmental Council’s
concerns on this important matter. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions or requests for additional information.

Sincerely,

@

Christopher Hawk

Land Use Representative

The Piedmont Environmental Council
11395 Constitution Highway

PO Box 195

Montpelier Station, Virginia 22957

Page 4 of 4



David G. Stoddard
3316 Kilkenny Street
Silver Spring, MD 20904-1735

June 3, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

RE: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Orange County Planning Commission:

As President of the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG), | wanted to express my support for
the guild’s SUP application. | have read many of the comments submitted by the citizens of Orange
County and | understand the concern that some residents have expressed. | believe many of those
concerns were addressed in the SUP application document, but very few people are going to take the
time to read a 50-page document. To that point, | wanted to address some of those concerns in my
letter to provide some perspective.

Immediate Neighbors

The people that are most affected the most by the SUP request are those that live on property adjacent
to the farm where the events will take place. Our SUP application has support from neighbors
surrounding the farm, however, one neighbor has offered limited support for our activity, the Loveday
family. | wanted to address their concerns specifically:

® SUP Expiration Limit — Concerning limiting the SUP to a specific number of years, this is unnecessary
because Orange County already has a mechanism in place to limit or prevent our activities through
the fireworks display permit process. Placing a time limit on the SUP is burdensome for both MAPAG
and the County because the SUP process is expensive; it requires a considerable amount of time to
prepare the SUP application; and it requires public notifications, public comments, and multiple
meetings and approvals. The existing fireworks display permit process makes a SUP expiration
period unnecessary.

e  Access to the Property — Woolfolk Lane is the only access road the members of the club have used. |
was not even aware that there was a back entrance to Woolfolk Lane until | read their letter. We can
erect a sign at the corner of the property that restricts access to residents only.

e Seven Events — MAPAG meets on the last weekend of the month from April through October (seven
events). The reason MAPAG does not meet during the other months is due to safety issues related
to static electricity that is associated with colder weather.

¢ Camping Limits — For camping, our average attendance at an event is usually 30 people or less.
Many arrive as couples. There are two or three RV campers and approximately ten tent campers.



Others stay at local hotels. While our events begin on Thursdays, there are usually just three or four
people that show up on Thursday to prepare the site. The majority of the members arrive Friday
around sundown or Saturday morning. By noon on Sunday, everything has been returned to pristine
condition and the club members are on their way home.

¢ All of the camping activity takes place on approximately five acres of land. The property we are using
for the SUP application is 127 acres, and the owner of that property owns another 168 acres next
door. It is unlikely that anyone would even know we were camping on a weekend because the group
is so small and the land area is so large. Alcohol consumption is prohibited for anyone that is
handling fireworks materials at our events and the average age of the club members are
approximately 55 years old. Our camping is relatively mundane, and | believe camping limits are
unnecessary.

® Delivery Limitations — The only thing I can think of that would constitute a ”delivei'y" to one of our
events would be firewood. We buy one or two cords of firewood a year from an individual named
“Moe” in Locust Grove, and when we buy firewood it usually arrives a few days before the event
begins. We also have a port-a-potty guy come out once a month to service our three port-a-potties.
Outside of those two things, | can’t imagine what else would need to be delivered. | believe this
recommendation is based on a misunderstanding about what we do. We do not rely on deliveries
for our events.

What MAPAG Does

If you look at our events over the past two years you will find that we seldom fire any fireworks on
Thursdays. You can verify this by reviewing the call logs at the Orange County Emergency Center — a call
to the center is required as part of the display permit. Our Friday events may have some activity,
although it is unusual for there to be more than 30 fireworks items fired on a typical Friday evening.

Most of our activity happens on Saturday evenings, and most of the fireworks consist of firing individual
fireworks items one at a time so the builder can take notes and critique their work. In a typical evening,
we might shoot 100 fireworks shells — contrast that against a normal public display for a city where
thousands or tens-of-thousands of shelis might be fired.

Most of the shells we shoot are built by members. The process of building fireworks is a combination of
science, chemistry, engineering, and art. Perhaps the best way to demonstrate what we do is to show
you what we do with images. On the next page, | have prepared 24 images of fireworks that were built
by club members. The skill and artistry required to produce these effects are substantial. This is what we
do. I sincerely hope | have clarified some of the issues regarding our activities and that our request for
the SUP will be approved.

Respectfully,
2 A
LSS
David G. Stoddard, President
Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
3316 Kitkenny Street

Silver Spring, MD 20904-1735
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Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:54 AM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP/Fireworks Club

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540)672-0164 (F)

From: ah@somedayfarmva.com <ah@somedayfarmva.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:42 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP/Fireworks Club

| strongly oppose this SUP especially on land zoned Agricultural 1. On top of all nuisances it would present a real fire
hazard.

Thank you.
Andre Hintermann

2551 Someday Farm Lane
Barboursville
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 12:00 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks, etc.

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: ehh323@aol.com <ehh323@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 11:53 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks, etc.

As a citizen of Orange County we am vehemently opposed to the camping/fireworks proposal that is up for
consideration. We moved to Orange for the rurai quiet and beauty. The wedding business has already destroyed our
favorite characteristic of the County (the quiet) and the proposal before you will only make the atmosphere worse. | can
understand trying to grow the county's economy, but this is misguided and moving in the wrong direction, in our
opinion. We do not want our agricultural land to be used in the proposed manner and heading the County towards
becoming an amusement park!

Sincerely.

Ed and Ada Harvey
10078 Jacksontown Road
P.O. Box 68

Somerset, Virginia 22972



Tracey Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 1:01 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks / Camping SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Linda and David Gibson <bluerunfarm@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 12:01 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks / Camping SUP

Dear Commissioners,

I oppose the SUP requested by Cardinal Garden and Gun LLC and the Mid-Atlantic
Pyrotechnic Arts Guild simply due to the fact that the activity does not fit into the A-1
zoning definition to "protect the rural, agricultural, historic and conservation areas of the
County by preserving open space, limiting population and allowing little or no
development other than agricultural and forestal enterprises, farm markets, homestead
and larger estates."”

Sincerely,
Linda Gibson



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 1:04 PM

To: ‘ Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
Jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks/Camping Special Use Permit

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540)672-0164 (F)

From: Julia Parker Lyman <Julia@jtsamuels.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 12:13 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks/Camping Special Use Permit

I oppose granting a SUP to the Fireworks Club.
It sets a bad precedent, particularly given that the county doesn't have a noise

ordinance. Permitting for fireworks should remain an activity that is
considered on a case by case basis.

Allowing throngs of visitors to camp on private property offers little in the
way of revenue and should not be permitted.

Frankly, I can't imagine how granting this SUP would result in a single
benefit to county residents.

Thank you.

Julia P. Lyman
237 Blue Ridge Road
Orange VA 22960



David Shalloway
497 Mallory Rd
Kents Store VA 23084

May 30, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear MS Thornton,
I am writing in support of granting MAPAG the Special Use Permit they have requested.

I have long found great enjoyment from the magic and beauty of fireworks. According to my dad’s
remembrances, this goes back many years, even before what | can remember.

Thirty years ago, | found and joined a regional fireworks club in Virginia. There | met many great people,
and took the opportunity to learn everything | could about the world of fireworks. The club helped me
join in with a startup professional display company, which continued my education. For the next 12
years, | sold and did most of the public displays in central VA. At every show, and in every exchange, my
goal was to share and spread my love of fireworks. Many newspaper articles and even a segment on PBS
VA Currents, all went to that same goal. It was a wonderful time!

That first club made the above possible for me. MAPAG is a descendant of that club. It provides all the
opportunities, and more so; it is very professionally operated, with a tremendous effort at prioritizing
safety, legality, and being a good neighbor and contributor to the community.

My current business is C-ville Candy Company, LLC, which | operate. The demands of starting it, required
that | take back some time from Fireworks. My involvement with MAPAG, allows me to continue being
with some of the same great people, see some great fireworks, and so still enjoy that passion.

| hope you will grant MAPAG the requested Special Use Permit. | think you will find them to be an asset
to the community and State. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincere thanks,

David Shalloway J

BY:



8716 Champion Hills Dr
Wilmington, NC 28411
27 May 2020

Sandra Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County Planning Commission

128 W Main St

Orange, VA 22960

Subj: SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Ms. Thornton,

First, thank you for this opportunity to address the Planning Commission on Special Use Permit
20-01, applied for by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG), and currently before the
Commission.

BLUF (Bottom Line Up Front): | most strongly and respectfully encourage the Commission to
approve the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild’s application for a Special Use Permit.

Please allow me to introduce myself. | am a retired former federal civil servant. | spent my
professional career in the national intelligence community in the Washington, DC area, mostly in the
employ of the U.S. Navy. As an avocation, | have been involved in both hobbyist and professional
fireworks to various degrees for over 60 years, beginning with youthful backyard experimentation in the
chemistry of pyrotechnics - activities which were tolerated by my mother and (occasionally) even
encouraged by my father. I assisted in the presentation of a professional fireworks display for the first
time on the 4™ of July, 1966 when | was 18 years old.

Over the years | have maintained membership and served in various capacities (up to the vice-
presidential level) in regional pyrotechnic Guilds and clubs from the mid-Atlantic to Florida to the West
coast. With specific reference to Orange County, from the mid-90s onward until the formation of the
MAPAG organization | was a member of the earlier club (“Crackerjacks”) which used the (other)
property in Locust Grove. | am a charter member of MAPAG, and one of the half-dozen attendees
present at the founding meeting. At the national/international level, | am a long-time member of the
Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc. and I've served the Guild in many capacities up to the vice-
presidential level.

In more recent years, along with a partner | have leveraged the knowledge and abilities | have
accumulated to develop and present training courses in pyrotechnics familiarization, safety, and other
topics to law-enforcement and fire-fighting organizations from the national to local level. Notably, these
include the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATFE) and the New York Police
Department Bomb Squad, among many others.
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MAPAG is now my “home” club, and there is nothing else quite as enjoyable as bailing out of the
mayhem that is 1-95 on a sunny afternoon and heading overland through the beautiful Virginia
countryside toward a club event. Crossing the Orange County line is always attended by a sense that a
great burden has been lifted from me, and good times, fellowship, fireworks, and great food, allina
family friendly environment, are just around the next bend.

| must confess that for a variety of reasons, most of them age-related, | am not able to make
every event these days, but whenever | can get to one it feels very much like coming home. That said,
regardless of my attendance record, | will continue to support the Guild with my membership dues
because | believe so strongly in the work they are doing. First, to carry on the grand tradition of
pyrotechnics, ever working to devise new and amazing ways to light the sky at night, developing
improvements in safety, and innovative manufacturing techniques. Secondly, and no less important, to
preserve the hobbyist pursuit of pyrotechnics for the next generation. To engage them, train them in the
art and craft, and (most importantly) train them in safety, so that they will have the opportunity to enjoy
the pursuit of fireworks for a lifetime, just as | have had.

Please approve the application for a Special Use Permit as requested by the MAPAG. 1 am
confident that the club will be grateful for the privileges it represents, and will be good stewards,

mindful of their neighbors and caring for the property as if it was their own.

Finally, thank you for your consideration and for taking the time to read this.

Respectfully,

Thomas H. Handel



Tracex Newman

From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:49 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Dwight Boston <goldhill7 @att.net>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 2:24 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Fireworks SUP

| am in strong opposition to the fireworks and camping special use permit being considered for property on Woolfolk
Lane. | live a few miles north of that location. My address is 12290 Daffodil Ln., Unionville. | believe the noise
disturbance as well as the camping enterprise are the opposite of what orange county needs to be attracting to this
area. Besides people moving here for a pastoral and quiet setting, this will also be a problem for agriculture in-the area.
For people with horses, It is bad enough having helicopters coming down low or the explosions from the rocket engine
factory occasionally that might startle a horse bad enough to throw someone off. But what is being proposed would be
noise levels that might even spook a trained police or military horse. The impact on livestock might not be so directly
seen but could certainly impact nervousness to the point of weight loss. Skinny cows lose money. | also think that any
non-emergency issues such as this could be postponed until citizens could attend. Most people are paying more
attention to Covid and riots right now and I’'m guessing they are not quite as aware of what county officials are making
decisions on right now. If it's that urgent to make a decision, there’s no reason we can’t have an outdoor meeting that
would fit the governors guidelines. Thank you, Dwight Boston.

Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:52 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelie; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Response to SUP for Fireworks Camping Permit - D Bluthardt

This was found in Junk email

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Michelle Collier <michelle.collier@bearlycapital.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 10:50 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Response to SUP for Fireworks Camping Permit - D Bluthardt

June 3rd, 2020
Our Ref. SUP — Fireworks/Camping

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street
Orange, VA 22960

For the Attention of Ms. S. Thornton

Dear Ms. Sandra Thornton,
Re: Strongly Oppose Issuance of Special Use Permit for Maryland Fireworks Club

I, David Bluthardt, have been a resident of Orange County for over 35 years. | strongly oppose the issuance of this
special issue permit (SUP) to allow Camping and Fireworks on Agricultural Land, as presented to the Planning
Commission {PC).

| have farmed this land and continue to do so. | specifically chose this area for its rural character and quality of life. The
noise and pollution associated with this SUP are not in keeping with the vision and future development requirements of
Orange County, as detailed in your plan and vision statement: “Sustain the rural character of Orange County while
enhancing and improving the quality of life for all its citizens.”

| don’t want the noise or change associated with this SUP. Do not change the rural character or pristine environment of
our County for a club in Maryland. They can surely find a spot closer to home and help reduce their pollution with out
having to travel so far!

Yours sincerely,



David Bluthardt

PO Box 539

Somerset, VA 22972
Residing at Fox Spring Road

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail!



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:54 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP 20-01

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Susan Boston <sbos69@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 1:23 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP 20-01

Dear Orange County Leader,
My husband and | have a farm in Unionville with customers who expect to come to a quiet, rural setting. The setting off
of large fireworks takes away from what we have worked hard to establish. Please don’t approve this permit.

1. Noise--these are very loud, large Fireworks. Reasonable noise levels will be impossible to regulate in our County
which has no Noise Ordinance.

2. Excessive--28 days and nights per year, with up to 10 hours of Fireworks each, and No Limit on number of attendees,
is excessive and unfair to community members.

3. Rural area--Fireworks and large group Camping/Partying are Commercial uses incompatible with farmers raising
livestock and residents enjoying peace and quiet on their land zoned Agricultural 1.

4. This is an inopportune time to consider such permit with the pandemic of Covid-19. This proposal should not be
passed nor even considered until such time as the CDC and the state of Virginia issue guidelines indicating that the
spread of COVID-19 would not be an issue based on outlines of the petition.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Susan Boston

Gold Hill Blueberry Farm
Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:55 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: Fw: SUP 20-01

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Mary Jane Shackelford <mjs5254@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 1:25 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: SUP 20-01

Members of the Planning Commission,

As a taxpaying resident of District 2, 2.5 miles from the site, | am writing to vehemently oppose granting an SUP o the
Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild. The reason | chose to move here was because of the natural beauty and tranquility
the area had to offer. The approval of this proposal will destroy both.

The traffic, litter and pollution, but particularly the noise, will have a negative impact on our quality of life. The threat of fire
will be a constant worry. The two lane country roads are inadequate for the RV traffic from its members. It is in total
violation of the agricultural zoning. Everything about this stinks. There is nothing positive that could come from it except,
perhaps, an increase in beer and liquor sales, if that is a positive.

The MAPAG claims they will “sustain the rural character of Orange County while enhancing and improving the quality of
life for all of its citizens.” Count me among the many who are convinced that nothing could be farther from the truth. |
strongly urge you to reject this proposal. By doing so, you will preserve the very things that attracted so many of us to this
beautiful place we now call home.

Sincerely,

Mary Jane Shackelford
Old Mill Farm

15416 Matthews Mill Road
Orange, VA 22960

Mary Jane Shackelford
Sent with Airmail



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:04 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; 'Eric Lansing'; David Stoddard; Edward Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: citizen comment to be read during Planning Commission meeting on June 4, re

MAPAG special use permit application

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Hilary Holladay <hwholladay@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:04 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: citizen comment to be read during Planning Commission meeting on June 4, re MAPAG special use permit
application

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

| ask you to deny the special use permit application submitted by the Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG).
County leaders have assured us that they will work hard to preserve the rural nature of the county, and a large-scalle
fireworks operation flies in the face of that. It would be unconscionable to give an out-of-state group blanket permission
to stockpile and set off massive explosive devices in our county.

Some background: MAPAG defines itself as “a fireworks manufacturing club.” The group, whose key membership
appears to live north of Washington, D.C., has assembled an arsenal of explosives and chemicals on a property in Locust
Grove. Here are pertinent excerpts from the MAPAG homepage describing what it already has assembled in Locust
Grove:

« We have a 40 foot Type IV magazine containing over four tons of fireworks and
fireworks components for member use. We also have a Type II high explosives indoor
magazine to meet ATF licensing requirements.

« We have a 32x16 workshop; an ATF approved in-process building for drying shells,
stars, and other in-process components; a press building with three presses for making
rockets, comets, and pumped stars; a large pavilion for teaching classes and building
fireworks; a 20 foot container for storing chemicals, paper, tubes, and other
components; and a second 20 foot container for storing mortar tubes and racks.

« For equipment, we have enough HDPE mortar racks to support a large fireworks show,
with sizes ranging from 3 inches to 16 inches; approximately 15 steel guns in sizes from
3 inches to 10 inches; a WASP Super Stringer machine for wrapping shells; a large

collection of rocket tooling and star pumps; three presses, including a Wolter press; a
1



complete collection of screens in all common sizes; and a nice assortment of chemicals,
paper, and paper tubes.

Because of the danger of explosives, the extreme noise, and the potential for fire and mayhem in a county known for
being peaceful and quiet, MAPAG’s activities are not what most people would call good, clean fun. And one has to
wonder why the organizers didn’t select a location close to their own homes rather than stockpiling their arsenal in
Orange County. The website gives detailed directions (ttps://mapag.org/cgi-bin/vp.pl/member/directions.htm) from
“Washington, D.C., or parts north,” to the farm where it stores “over four tons” of explosive devices and materials. Since
the directions on the website are publicly accessible, the owners of the Locust Grove property and their neighbors are
vulnerable to trespassers who might be very interested in accessing four tons of explosives.

Eisewhere on its website, MAPAG further spells out the nature of its operations. On the page titled “What is MAPAG?”

(https://mapag.org/vp.cgi/home/what-is-mapag.htm), the organizers list “some of the things that distinguish MAPAG

from other fireworks clubs in the area.” Among its distinctions are the following:

e We purchase chemicals in bulk to manufacture things for our events. Members can participate in club
purchases to lower their own chemical purchasing costs. We are also in the process of acquiring
equipment for star rolling, ball mills, presses, rocket and comet tooling, drying chambers, and WASP
machines.

» Safety is important to all of us, however certain fireworks items carry greater risk than other items.
Rather than outright banning certain activities, we will work with you to find a way for you to do what
you want to do. For example, if you want to build a one pound aerial salute, we will share our collective
knowledge and experience with you, and provide you with an area where you can build such an item.

o We like Class C, but Class C causes a number of headaches for us with regard to clean up. The land
owner has assigned us an area in the back of the farm to shoot Class C. We have a few safety rules that
must be followed, but if you want to shoot Class C, we have a place to do that. Note that if there is any
live material being manufactured in the fields, there is no open shooting. However, our shoot permit does
run from 1 pm to 11 pm each night, so there is plenty of time to shoot Class C.

"’

I’'m very concerned by the organization's willingness to “work with you to find a way for you to do what you want to do.”
The language raises questions about whether the group is strictly obeying the law.

Contrast MAPAG’s willingness to accommodate risky activity with warnings on the ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tabacco,
Firearms and Explosives) website (https://www.atf.gov/explosives/fireworks-safety-and-security). Under the section
titled “Illegal Explosives,” the ATF states the following:

llegal explosives associated with the fireworks season are inherently dangerous because of
their composition and unpredictability. Homemade explosives can pose a particular risk for
injury because the people making them often lack knowledge and experience in manufacturing
fireworks.

Most law enforcement agencies consider devices such as M-80s, M-100s, quarter sticks, cherry
bombs, silver salutes, etc., to be illegal because they exceed the Consumer Product Safety
Commission’s (CPSC) limits for consumer fireworks, in addition to being banned by many
states.

These devices meet no safety standards and often have a coating of dangerous explosive dust.
Friction, heat, or being bumped can cause these devices to detonate. The U.S. Department of
Transportation has classed these items as “forbidden explosives” because they have not been
submitted for appropriate testing and evaluation.



At this critical moment in our nation’s history, when people are frightened for their lives for reasons | need not
enumerate here, Orange County should not accommodate or implicitly condone violent and dangerous activity. The
county should not allow a private, out-of-state group to stockpile four tons of explosives in Locust Grove and put our
whole community at risk.

Please let good sense and sound moral judgment prevail, and vote NO on MAPAG’s special use permit application.

Sincerely,
Hilary Holladay

Hilary Holladay, Ph.D.
Rapidan, VA
540.661.2931



Tracey Newman

=
From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:08 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Special Use Permit/Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Michael Devine <jh24ga@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:10 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Special Use Permit/Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic

Orange County Planning Commission

P.O. Box 111

112 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

Re: Special Use Permit/Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic
Arts Guild, Inc./Parcel #60100000000320 near Lahore, VA in Orange County

Dear Commissioners:

We are vehemently opposed to a special permit being granted to the Cardinal Garden & Gun LLC
and Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic.

The damage from the noise and pollution will be incalculable to the environment and the quality of life
for the community

and is out of keeping with the bucolic character of Orange County.

Sincerely,

Michael Devine and Thomas Burak
9535 Woodberry Forest Road
Orange, VA 22960



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:10 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: MAPAG Special Use Permit Application Consideration on June 4, 2020

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Mike Elliott <mike@elliotts.us>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:17 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: MAPAG Special Use Permit Application Consideration on June 4, 2020

Good afternoon Ms. Thornton,

| respectfully request that the following letter be read into the Orange County Planning Commission
Meeting Record during the commission's meeting on June 4, 2020.

My name is Michael Carter Elliott. I've been a member of MAPAG ever since learning about their
organization and visiting them in the Spring of 2015.

| live in Crozet, VA, and consider myself a life-long Virginian. Born in Fairfax Hospital in 1964, with a
degree in B.S. Computer Science, I've worked in Charlottesville, VA at the University of Virginia
(UVA) as the Director of Enterprise Systems in the Mclintire School of Commerce (Undergraduate
Business School) for the last 10 years.

As a young kid growing up in Northern Virginia, every time | went to a fireworks show, | begged to
learn, "How in the world do the people who set these up and fire them get involved with fireworks like
this?". Unfortunately, my family was always more interested in beating the traffic out of the venue.

One of my heroes, Gordon Moore, co-founder and former Chairman and CEO of Intel Corporation,
when just 11 years-old, experimented with explosives out of curiosity, and got into trouble with local
authorities, largely because he lacked safe alternatives for proper education and experience.

| nearly gave up on my own curiosity with pyrotechnics...that is until | discovered MAPAG. As a
member of MAPAG, my involvement allows me to scratch the itch of curiosity I've had since
childhood, which is chemistry and pyrotechnics--and in an safety-first environment. With MAPAG, |

1



participate in site setup, site cleanup, and assist in fireworking shoots, troubleshooting, etc. I'm
incredibly thankful that | found MAPAG, which provides enthusiasts and professionals with safety
training, pyrotechnics training, and hands-on experience that I've NEVER found anywhere else.

| truly appreciate the consideration given by you, the Orange County Planning Commission, to review
our Special Use Permit application. As educated and safety-minded stewards of the fireworking

manufacture and display craft, we will ensure that your vote of confidence in our efforts has feet on
the ground to prove it's the right decision.

Sincerely,

Michael C. Elliott

Michael Elliott — K4WDV
email: mike@elliotts.us
mobile: 434.996.0123




Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:12 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
Jjbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: jrsrocket@aol.com <jrsrocket@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:19 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>; Donald Brooks (External) <brooksdonald @hotmail.com>; Jason
Capelle <jcapelleorangecounty@gmail.com>; George Yancey <yancey88@verizon.net>; jbzeijlimaker@gmail.com; Jim
Hutchison <jimhutch@comcast.net>; R. Mark Johnson (External) <rmarkjohnson142@gmail.com>

Cc: Tracey Newman <tnewman@orangecountyva.gov>; elansing@orangecountyva.us; dgs@accelix.net;
hostetter@goeaston.net

Subject: Re: Fireworks SUP

family and fiends to recruit?
a typo, no doubt

--—-Original Message-----

From: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.qov>

To: Donald Brooks (External) <brooksdonald@hotmail.com>; Jason Capelle <jcapelleorangecoun mail.com>;
George Yancey <yancey88@verizon.net>; Julie Zeijlmaker jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com <jbzeijlimaker@gamail.com>; Jim
Hutchison <jimhutch@comcast.net>; R. Mark Johnson (External) <rmarkjohnson142@amail.com>

Cc: Tracey Newman <tnewman@orangecountyva.gov>; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us)
<elansing@orangecountyva.us>; David Stoddard <dgs@accelix.net>; Edward Hostetter <hostetter@goeaston.net>; John
Steinberg <jrsrocket@aol.com>

Sent; Wed, Jun 3, 2020 11:31 am

Subject: FW: Fireworks SUP

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager



Orange County, VA
128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960

(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Janet Sedwick <janetsedwick@amail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:58 AM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.qov>
Subject: Fireworks SUP

Planning Commission,
I hope you vote no to the Special Use Permit for the Fireworks Club from Maryland !

1: Noise: The fireworks that they will be setting off are going to be loud, with no noise levels of county control. While a
127 acres sounds like a lot of land it really is not. Sound carries and the neighbors of this property will have pets and farm
animals affected by the noise for 28 days and nights per year for up to 10 hours.

2: Excessive: The time of setting off these fireworks is excessive in itself. Most fireworks are not truly visible an
enjoyed until after dark, so they can start at 9:00 PM and go for 10 hours until 7:00 AM the next morning. You have no
control on the number of attendees as club members will be bringing family and fiends to recruit. Then the partying
starts. It is ridiculous for anyone to think there will not be alcohol there without any controls in place.

3. Rural Area: We are a rural area.with farming being very much a way of life for most people in this area. If we are
going to have camping with RV's and tents in large quantities on a regular basis, we should have them set up a Camping
park designed for this purpose meeting all commercial use and safety guidelines.

4: There are a lot of unknowns in how many times our Fire, Rescue and police may have to be involved....but with the
way they want permission to do their own thing and human nature being what it is.. we could potentially put added stress
and increased costs on these groups that local taxpayers will absorb the costs...| believe if you pass this Special Use
permit we are sending out the wrong messages as to how we want Orange to grow and develop.

Please vote no for this Special use permit!

Janet Sedwick
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:13 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijimaker
jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg

Subject: FW: SUP application

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: gailstarlingmarshall@gmail.com <gailstarlingmarshall@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, june 3, 2020 3:47 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: SUP application

The SUP ordinance seems to allow applications for fireworks “testing and manufacture.” The applicant seems to
describe more of a fireworks display, or as they call it i the application, an event.

Please consider whether the application legally comes with you ordinance at all.

Gail S. Marshall, Rapidan (Orange County) .
Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijimaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Support for MAPAG Special Use Permit

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Nicole Pappas <pappasnm@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:54 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Cc: Lynn Zagrod <Lynnz1234@hotmail.com>

Subject: Support for MAPAG Special Use Permit

Dear Susan,
The purpose of this message is to support the Special Use Permit being requested by MAPAG.

My husband and | have been MAPAG members since 2016 when we moved to Orange County. We live in Lake
of the Woods (LOW), and every person | speak to about MAPAG supports the organization.

That said, | am aware others do not, even though they (residents of LOW) support their own 4th of July
fireworks display, which must be one of the largest in the County. In 2017 my husband and | volunteered with
American Fireworks and Cameron Gracer, to put on the LOW fireworks show, and Cameron is a MAPAG
member. Without MAPAG and other fireworks groups, who provide the training and experience for
pyrotechnicians there might be no fireworks shows on 4th of July. | question the veracity of individuals who
support having their own fireworks, and do not support MAPAG.

I have found that MAPAG strictly enforces all laws regarding the handling of fireworks.

e Drinking alcohol is prohibited before and during building, handling or shooting fireworks or materials
used to manufacture them.

e Smoking is prohibited when building, handling or shooting fireworks or the materials used to
manufacture them.

e All fireworks and the materials used to manufacture them are stored in approved containers.

e Audits are done of all materials



The individual members of MAPAG are professionals, many with higher education degrees and from
professions and industries requiring high standards of safety, accountability and responsibility. These are the
individuals who are MAPAG.

If you were to attend a MAPAG event, you would see safety in action. You would see the individuals who build,
manage and shoot the fireworks do so for their own safety and that of those around them.

Please question the veracity of those who say otherwise. Have they witnessed someone handling fireworks
when drinking? Have they witnessed someone handling fireworks when smoking? Have they witnessed
someone handling fireworks in an unsafe manner? Have they witnessed a disregard for safety? | believe you
would find the answers to those questions will be "No".

Please approve the Special Use Permit for MAPAG.

Sincerely

Nicole Pappas

115 Pleasant Grove Road
Locust Grove VA 22508
Phone: 619-709-5163
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:45 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim
Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; elansing@orangecountyva.us; dgs@accelix.net;
hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com

Subject: Fwd: Proposed special use permit for fireworks club

Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Arthur Sanderson <sanderson 92 @msn.com>

Date: June 3, 2020 at 4:40:25 PM EDT

To: "sthornton@orangecountyva.gov" <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>
Subject: Proposed special use permit for fireworks club

| am opposed. | read their well written proposal. | oppose because:

1. There is no limit on attendees.

2. It allows what will probably be a growing number of people who are not from this area and have no
reason to protect our quiet way of life, to congregate with no rules regarding use of alcohol or firearms
for 4 days at a time

Ann Sanderson
23277 Village Rd
Unionville

Sent from my iPhone



Edward R. Hostetter
3952 Peace Cliff Rd.
Trappe, MD 21673

June 3, 2020

Sandra Thornton

Orange County Planning Commission
128 W. Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild
Dear Ms. Thornton & Orange County Planning Commission

Carol and | want to thank you for reviewing the club’s application. We also want
to thank Sandra Thornton and her team. We are grateful for your consideration of
the club’s request.

For the curious, Carol and | are both 58 and originally from Maryland. Carol’s a
chemical engineer and was working for a petroleum company when we met. |
started a small business 30 years ago. My work has afforded us the opportunity to
purchase ~300 acres in Orange County, VA. We have been visiting Orange County
for 10+ years. We spend as much time as we can in Orange County.

The club’s application has been described as detailed / thorough. At our first
hearing, one commissioner contacted a senior law enforcement official and senior
fire company official in advance to see if/what they knew about us. The
descriptive words used were professional, knowledgeable, first class. These words
are also compatible with people that are ethical, responsible, and reasonable.

The club isn’t a carnival. It's not a commercial enterprise. There’s no live music.
We don’t discharge fireworks 10 hours a day either. We aren’t operating a
commercial campground. We generally have less than 30 participants any given
month. September is more popular mostly because of the weather. There are
typically “6 members with pull behind trailers, the others use tents or stay local.
Everyone departs Sunday by mid-day. Much energy is being spent on wild



speculation about the size and footprint of our activities. A hobbyist fireworks
club has existed in Orange County for years. Likely this SUP application is the first
opportunity for some to learn of the club’s existence.

The club is an organization of reasonable, responsible adults. Many of us are on
the club’s ATF license. Think fingerprints, background checks, no criminal
backgrounds. Average age, well North of 50.

The club has no issue with reasonable limitations on hours and the number of
days of fireworks discharge. Same with the number of people involved. We are
cognizant the club must take good care of the property. This is precisely why Carol
and | are active in the application process. We purchased two adjoining parcels
last year adding ~170 acres to a farm of ~300 acres. This added land certainly
provides additional distance and buffer.

There are more things we agree on. We will not be shooting fireworks 10 hours a
day for 35 days a year. Let’s put that to rest. If it is about preservation of
agricultural lands, the subdivision of our properties stopped when Carol and |
purchased this property. Both large parcels were surveyed and were in the
process for subdivision into homesites. Many respondents would support our
decision here. Like many we wish to have our property available for permitted
uses.

In summary, a hobbyist fireworks club has peacefully co-existed here in Orange
County for ~40 years. Permits were applied for and granted. We are not creating a
new venture. As far as complaints about noise, we received zero complaints from
our display in June of last year in downtown Orange. We also requested a permit
last May and discharged fireworks as part of the annual training class. There were
zero complaints that day as well, which | think speaks to not creating a
disturbance to our neighbors.

If you find sufficient justification to approve our request, we will be good
stewards of a Special Use Permit. If we are not good stewards there’s a
mechanism to take it away. We appreciate your review of our application.

Sincerely,
Carol & Edward Hostetter



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:53 PM

To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; jbzeijlmaker@gmail.com; Jim
Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)

Cc: Tracey Newman; elansing@orangecountyva.us; dgs@accelix.net;
hostetter@goeaston.net; jrsrocket@aol.com

Subject: Fwd: Proposal to allow camping and fireworks

| will try to prevent a duplicate transmission of this message to you - having some technical difficulties this afternoon
Sent from my iPhone - Please pardon any errors.

Sandra Thornton
Orange County Planning Services Mgr.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Virginia Stanley <vawstanley@gmail.com>
Date: June 3, 2020 at 4:05:36 PM EDT

To: sthornton@orangecountyva.gov

Subject: Proposal to allow camping and fireworks

Id like to express my strong opposition to the proposal by a Fireworks Club for a SUP to allow camping
and fireworks in the area of Lahore, and in Orange County in general.

| understand that the fireworks would be those used typically for 4th of July celebrations which would
certainly be a disturbance to the peace of a wide community. With no Noise ordinance in the

County, the noise would be impossible to regulate.

That excessive noise along with the allowance of unlimited numbers of campers and RV’s on the
property, the Increased traffic in and out, for days at a time and a number of months for an unlimited
number of years, would create traffic hazards and unrelieved disturbance to the peace and quiet
rightfully expected by the extended community, residents including farmers with livestock, living in an
area zoned for agricultural use, not commercial use which use this would certainly be.

Very sincerely,

Virginia Stanley

247 Boxley Lane

Orange, VA, 22960

Sent from my iPhone



Tracey Newman
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From: Sandra Thornton
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:18 PM
To: Donald Brooks (External); Jason Capelle; George Yancey; Julie Zeijlmaker
jbzeijimaker@gmail.com; Jim Hutchison; R. Mark Johnson (External)
Cc: Tracey Newman; Eric Lansing (elansing@orangecountyva.us); David Stoddard; Edward
Hostetter; John Steinberg
Subject: FW: Continuation of SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Sandra B. Thornton

Planning Services Manager

Orange County, VA

128 W. Main St. Orange, VA 22960
(540) 672-4347 (P) (540) 672-0164 (F)

From: Friedman, Mike <MFriedman@valu.net>

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:52 PM

To: Sandra Thornton <sthornton@orangecountyva.gov>

Subject: Continuation of SUP 20-01: Mid-Atlantic Pyrotechnic Arts Guild

Dear Ms. Thornton,

It has come to our attention that the Planning Commission was presented with a proposal from a Maryland
fireworks club to not only allow overnight tent and RV camping on 127 acres of Agricultural zoned land, but
also to allow the club to shoot off fireworks from the area multiple times per month, up to 10 hours a day,
indefinitely. These fireworks were described as not just small fireworks - but the more powerful types used in
large pyrotechnic displays for municipal celebrations.

My wife and I reside in Northern Virginia and a year ago purchased a home in Orange. While our home in
Orange is now just a weekend residence, we purchased it with the intention of retiring in Orange in the next 12-
24 months. What attracted us to the area is that it is almost exclusively agriculture and therefore both quiet and
dark. After 40 years of living in suburbia, we yearn for quiet and dark.

In our opinion, allowing this type of activity is a step towards turning Orange into part of Northern Virginia and
something that should be avoided at all costs. The ability to enjoy the night, watch the stars, listen to the
animals, and generally relax is what makes Orange so appealing. Approving this application is a big step
towards destroying what makes this community what it is.

Respectfully, we request the Planning Commission recommend denial of the Application and to place us on

record as opposed to this request. If you, the Commission members, or the Supervisors have any questions feel
free to contact me at 703-819-1850.

Sincerely,



Michael Friedman
Mary Brooks

17239 Trimmers Road
Orange, VA 22960



O. Bruce Gupton
17439 Rocklands Drive
Gordonsville, VA 22942
540-832-0500

June 3, 2020

Orange County Planning Commission
P.O. Box 111

112 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960

RE : Opposition to Pyrotechnic Special Use Permit

Dear Commissioners:

There are always (at least) two sides to every issue, and this request for a Special
Use Permit is certainly no exception. To summarize the issue succinctly, lets look at
the top three positive aspects of the issue and the top three negative aspects:

O Plus Three:

Their application appears to be clear and professionally presented.

The original intent, starting in early 2016, to find a “more efficient permit
process” is definitely a good objective.

Over the years, MAPAG has supported numerous high-quality fireworks
shows in our area that have been enjoyed by the public.

O Minus Three:

The overall concept is not at all in keeping with the Orange County
Comprehensive Plan, especially with respect to Goal 1 (“Promote and
preserve our unique historic and environmental resources”).

The request would allow a huge number of events PLUS camping, and
once approved could not be undone! There have to be alternatives to
more efficiently granting permits without granting a SUP.

I may be mistaken, but it seems to me that it is a bit presumptuous of
the applicants to make investments of $161,000 before finding out
whether the people of Orange County like the idea of a “Club Pyro.”
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For the reasons summarized above, I am OPPOSED to granting this or a revised
Special Use Permit.

Sincerely,

© Bree Sil~

O. Bruce Gupton
17439 Rocklands Drive
Gordonsville, VA 22942
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