
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WORKSESSION 

GORDON BUILDING, ORANGE, VIRGINIA 
BOARD MEETING ROOM 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020 – 4:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order

2. Worksession
a. Orange County Entrance Signs Design Concepts: Lori Landes-Carter, Tourism Manager

3. Adjourn
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The following set of illustrations and maps include options for 
gateway signs and the locations of these signs within Orange 
County.  For this study, 10 locations were identified as “gate-
ways” (map included on following pages).  Each location has 
varying conditions including traffic volumes, posted speed limits, 
widths of right of way, topography, and setback constraints.  


To meet these varying site conditions, 3 Sign types are included: 
A - Monument, B - Narrow Monument and C - Breakaway.  Sche-
matic designs for these sign types are included on the following 
pages.  These were developed based on feedback from an on-
line community survey and from project team meetings.  


B. Narrow Monument


A. Monument


C. Breakaway


- Smooth, thin concrete caps with thin recessed reveal
- Horizontal base layered in front of vertical column
- Reclaimed horizontal wood sign mount  
- Stacked stone or Tumbled brick


- Smooth, thin caps 
- Narrower horizontal base layered in front of 


vertical column
- Grounded by a concrete or metal base


 - Stacked stone or Tumbled brick


8-10’


6-
8’


7’


- Smooth caps
- Tall narrow column
- Sign mounted vertically 


embedded in column or 
mounted to front of column


- Sign grounded by base
- Stacked stone or Tumbled brick


2-3’ 3-4’


7-
8’


- Double Post with sign located between or in front of 
poles


- Decorative pole caps and bases (illustrative only*)
- Decorative metal arches top the sign to represent the 


hilly terrain in Orange
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established 1734


ORANGE COUNTY


shades of Blue Mountains with cambria Font
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Culpaper
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RTE 33 FROM GREENE/
RUCKERSVILLE


RTE 20 INTO  
BARBOURSVILLE


RTE 231 INTO  
GORDONSVILLE RTE 15 INTO  


GORDONSVILLE


RTE 522 FROM THE 
SOUTH


RTE 15 INTO 
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NORTH
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Orange


Gordonsville
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Gateway locations key map


Note: locations are numbered in 
order of traffic volume
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1: Route 3 and Route 20 
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TYPE A: MONUMENT
LOCATE OUTSIDE OF RIGHT OF WAY


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 22-24’


1
to Right of Way
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2: Route 3 from Culpeper


GERMANNA HWY/3


COLLEGE DRIVE


TYPE A: MONUMENT
LOCATED CLOSE TO OR BEHIND GUARD 
RAIL


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 22-24’


EXISTING COUNTY SIGN


2
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TYPE C: BREAKAWAY
SIGN TO BE LOCATED WITHIN THE VDOT CLEAR ZONE.  
COUNTY MAY WANT TO COORDINATE LOCATION WITH 
BATTLEFIELD


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 22-24’
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TYPE B: NARROW BASE MONUMENT
POST-STYLE OR NARROW BASE RECOMMENDED DUR TO 
SPACE CONSTRAINTS AND TOPOGRAPHY.  PLACEMENT 
RECOMMENDED AT TOP OF HILL.


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 22-24’


TO MADISON
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TYPE C: BREAKAWAY


LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED


POSTED SPEED: 25-35 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 10’


OPTION A


OPTION B


6B


6A
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ZACHARY TAYLO
R HW


Y/522


TYPE B: NARROW BASE MONUMENT


LOCATE SIGN ON TOP OF THE RIDGE


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 22-24’


TO WINSTON/
CULPEPER
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8: Route 231 into Gordonsville


GORD
ON AVE/2


31


TYPE A: MONUMENT
LOCATE WIDE-BASE SIGN ON FLAT PART OF 
MOUND


POSTED SPEED: 40-45 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 5,000-20,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 10’ MIN.


TO GORDONSVILLE
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ZACHARY TAYLO
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Y/522


BELMONT ROAD


TYPE A: MONUMENT
SIGN TO BE LOCATED OUTSIDE OF BELMONT 
ROAD SIGHT TRIANGLE. 


POSTED SPEED: 50-55 MPH
TRAFFIC COUNTS: 0 - 5,000 ADT
REQUIRED CLEARANCE DISTANCE: 12-22’


TO LOUISA 
COUNTY
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County Entrance Signs Design Element Survey- Capital Improvement Plan C1092


Orange County Gateway SignsOrange County Gateway Signs


The Orange County Entrance Sign project undertakes the design and installation of new


monument-style signs at major roadways into Orange County. Nine (9) total signs will be installed


over several years and each will be appropriately sized according to its roadside location. 


Based on Virginia Department of Transportation traffic counts, the suggested sign locations will be


visible to over 84,900 total travelers a day county-wide. Additionally, monument-style welcome


signs will promote community pride and increase Orange County brand awareness with visitors.


This survey seeks to gain feedback from interested individuals on entrance sign design elements.  


Orange County appreciates you taking a few minutes to respond to this short survey and for your


support of this important project.
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1. Which roads do you routinely use when returning to Orange County? (check all that apply)1. Which roads do you routinely use when returning to Orange County? (check all that apply)


Rte. 20 (from Albemarle County)


Rte. 20 (from Spotsylvania County)


Rte. 15 (from Madison County)


Rte. 15 (from Louisa County)


Rte. 231


Rte. 33


Rte. 3 (from Culpeper County)


Rte. 3 (from Spotsylvania County)


Rte. 522 (from Culpeper County)


Rte. 522 (from Spotsylvania County)


48.37% 208


49.30% 212


43.72% 188


31.40% 135


30.93% 133


32.33% 139


33.95% 146


45.12% 194


28.14% 121


14.19% 61


Q1 Which roads do you routinely use when returning to Orange County?
(check all that apply)


Answered: 430 Skipped: 4


Rte. 20 (from
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2. Which of the the following images best represent Orange County? (check all that apply)


3


Historic Downtown


3


Country with split rail


fence


3


History


3


Rolling Mountains


3


Vineyards


3


Agriculture


3. OTHER - Please specify:


39.19% 165


69.12% 291


74.11% 312


42.28% 178


32.07% 135


38.24% 161


Q2 Which of the the following images best represent Orange County?
(check all that apply)


Answered: 421 Skipped: 13


Total Respondents: 421  
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Q2 Which of the the following images best represent Orange County?
(check all that apply)


Answered: 421 Skipped: 13


Total Respondents: 421  


Historic


Downtown


Country with


split rail...


History


Rolling


Mountains


Vineyards


Agriculture


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%


ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES


Historic Downtown


Country with split rail fence


History


Rolling Mountains


Vineyards


Agriculture


1 / 1


Orange County Gateway Signs


2. Which of the following images best represent Orange County? (check all that apply)


#1
#2


#3


3







Q3 OTHER - Please specify:


Answered: 22 Skipped: 412


# RESPONSES DATE


1 Skydiving 7/9/2019 7:45 PM


2 Restaurants 7/9/2019 5:04 PM


3 I don't like the images of Ag and vineyards that are our choices, but I think the ideas are right. also


the Blue ridge , but not that picture. the picture you get on 15 headed north as you come over the


hill - beautiful!


7/9/2019 5:01 PM


4 Route 615 (Rapidan Rd) 7/3/2019 9:43 AM


5 Hiking outdoors 6/27/2019 1:50 PM


6 Any signs need to reinforce our HISTORY!!! Sorry, but in my opinion the current signs at the


entrance to the Town of Orange unfortunately look cheap and do not enhance our brand image.


Why not use the same money to add more of the standard VDOT (a) brown and white


Supplemental Guide Signs and some more (b) Virginia Historical Highway Markers. I believe these


will better reinforce Orange County's "Unique Selling Proposition" - which is our history.


6/23/2019 3:42 PM


7 Germanna Community College, Battlefield land, Civil War History 6/21/2019 3:01 PM


8 Lakes! ...Lake of the Woods 6/17/2019 3:02 PM


9 The Court House 6/11/2019 5:08 PM


10 Lakeside Living 6/9/2019 7:52 AM


11 I suggest you get some help from the folks at the Arts Center. Whatever you do, please have the


letters large enough for a driver to read from a distance.


6/8/2019 9:19 PM


12 none of the above 6/8/2019 10:32 AM


13 A quilt with all the above pictures- or a collage. 6/7/2019 6:22 PM


14 Perhaps there is a way to combine - sort of one fade into another - to have both historic downtown


and scenic? I realize that for many Montpelier is a primary focal point, but we have beautiful


historic downtown areas as well.


6/5/2019 12:15 PM


15 All of the above 6/4/2019 11:03 PM


16 The Constitution: which does tie into History.... 6/4/2019 10:24 AM


17 Civil war related 6/4/2019 10:09 AM


18 Lake Life 6/4/2019 6:54 AM


19 All of those are fairly generic and while they describe Orange County, they also describe


numerous other counties in Virginia.


6/3/2019 6:48 PM


20 As a tourist I would not be impressed with Orange. It could be a cute little town but right now it just


look poor and trashy. The only good places it has in town are Forked on Main & The Light Well.


6/3/2019 6:39 PM


21 Narrow highways and speeding cars.@ 6/3/2019 6:01 PM


22 Lake Anna 6/3/2019 5:27 PM
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Lakes and History, especially Civil War history were most common answers
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4. Which color combinations below would you like to see used for a welcome sign in Orange


County? (check all that apply)


3


A. Dark Blue and Orange


3


B. Black and Brown


3


C. Light Blue and Dark


Blue


3


D. Dark blue and Light


Orange


3


E. Blue and Gold


3


F. Light Blue and White


73.21% 306


6.94% 29


16.99% 71


19.38% 81


17.22% 72


8.13% 34


Q4 Which color combinations below would you like to see used for a
welcome sign in Orange County? (check all that apply)


Answered: 418 Skipped: 16


Total Respondents: 418  


A. Dark Blue


and Orange


B. Black and


Brown


C. Light Blue


and Dark Blue


D. Dark blue


and Light...


E. Blue and


Gold


F. Light Blue


and White
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES


A. Dark Blue and Orange


B. Black and Brown


C. Light Blue and Dark Blue


D. Dark blue and Light Orange


E. Blue and Gold


F. Light Blue and White
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4.  Which color combinations below would you like to see used for a welcome sign in Orange County?  (check all 
that apply)


#1


#2
#3
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5. Which sign shapes do you like below?  (select all that apply)


3


Arched


3


Asymmetrical Arch


3


Custom Mountain Shape


3


Oval


3


Rectangle


5.  Which sign shapes do you like below? (check all that apply)


60.98% 261


10.51% 45


48.13% 206


28.74% 123


9.11% 39


Q5 Which sign shapes do you like below?  (select all that apply)


Answered: 428 Skipped: 6


Total Respondents: 428  
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Custom


Mountain Shape


Oval


Rectangle
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60.98% 261


10.51% 45
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9.11% 39


Q5 Which sign shapes do you like below?  (select all that apply)


Answered: 428 Skipped: 6


Total Respondents: 428  
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6. Which materials do you think are appropriate for use on a welcome sign in Orange


County? (select any that apply)


3


Brick


3


Stone


3


Wood


3


Weathered Steel


3


Composite


6. Which materials do you think are appropriate for use on a welcome sign in Orange County? (select all that 
apply)


54.03% 228


60.90% 257


22.04% 93


14.93% 63


19.19% 81


Q6 Which materials do you think are appropriate for use on a welcome
sign in Orange County? (select any that apply)


Answered: 422 Skipped: 12


Total Respondents: 422  


Brick


Stone


Wood


Weathered Steel


Composite


0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q6 Which materials do you think are appropriate for use on a welcome
sign in Orange County? (select any that apply)


Answered: 422 Skipped: 12


Total Respondents: 422  
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7. Select the font(s) that you find attractive and easy to read (select all that apply)


3


A


3


B


3


C


3


D


3


E


3


F


7.  Select the font(s) that you find attractive and easy to read (select all that apply)


48.37% 208


9.53% 41


30.70% 132


51.86% 223


10.47% 45


13.72% 59


Q7 Select the font(s) that you find attractive and easy to read (select all
that apply)


Answered: 430 Skipped: 4


Total Respondents: 430  
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Q7 Select the font(s) that you find attractive and easy to read (select all
that apply)


Answered: 430 Skipped: 4


Total Respondents: 430  
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8. Which of the following depictions of the Orange County Seal do you feel are appropriate for a


welcome sign to the County? (select all that apply)


3


A. Full Seal


3


B. Seal, no background


3


C. Lion and Date


Established


3


D. Laser Cut-Out Lion


3


E. Laser Cut Lion
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49.07% 210
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11.92% 51


1.17% 5


Q8 Which of the following depictions of the Orange County Seal do you
feel are appropriate for a welcome sign to the County? (select all that


apply)


Answered: 428 Skipped: 6


Total Respondents: 428  
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Traffic Volume Report 







 


 


 


Orange County, Virginia Traffic Volume for Major Corridors: 


Annual Average Daily Traffic Volume 
Route 3 Spotsylvania Entrance 27000 
Route 3 Culpepper Entrance 16000 
Route 20 Spotsylvania Entrance 11000 
Route 15 Madison Entrance 8500 
Route 33 Greene Entrance 7600 
Route 15 Louisa Entrance 7400 
Route 522 Culpepper Entrance 6400 
Route 231 Louisa Entrance 6100 
Route 522 Spotsylvania Entrance 3100 
Route 20 Albemarle Entrance 2800 
Route 20 Albemarle Entrance 2800 
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